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Abstract; Administrative territorial economy is an original the-
ory of regional economy with Chinese characteristics. This arti-
cle reviews the background of this theory, emphasizes its core
significance, and summarizes its impacts. Based on this assess-
ment, this article discusses the latest development of the theory
of administrative territorial economy in the contemporary peri-
od. This discussion relates to elaboration of the concept, its
different stages, and its spatial hierarchies from the perspective
of power, space and institution. This article argues for a basic
model of the development of administrative territorial economy .
(power + space) X the market power (i. e., the contest be-
tween market protection and openness) = the development of
the administrative territorial economy. This article also ex-
plores the development of the study of administrative territory
economy, and the reform of China's administrative territories.
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