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High School reform is one of the most critical issues in education
throughout the world. Educators struggle to find ways to not only address the
many developmental needs of students, but to also work collaboratively to
provide a culture of supportive learning environments so students can achieve

their best outcomes. Dr. Chen, who has been working with personnel in the
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Ministry of Education and in other universities for several years, has opened
up a platform for nine schools to write up their own stories in which they have
made significant progress in the area of professional learning communities
(PLCs) to reach their goals. These stories, written by teachers themselves,
revealed the journey of collective and reflexive dialogue as they work to
structure their learning so that teachers can learn and share their experiences
as they craft lessons for students. While teacher evaluation is necessary, the
interaction in PLC schools emphasizes teacher sharing and learning rather
than critical commentary. Shared values and vision serve as the foundation for
distributed leadership and common goals. Integrated professional development
is found in these schools as teachers mentor and network with each other to
provide an interdisciplinary approach to teaching the whole student. These
PLC Stories establish clear models for other schools as they all work toward
successful reforms in education.
— Teacher education & Adminsoration, University of North Texas, U. S. A.

Professor Jane Huffman
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