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Abstract: Rotten culture (the fujoshi/fudanshi culture) is a subculture
emerged from the genre of BL ( Boys” Love ) literature. This paper
investigates the development, activities, and impact of rotten culture in
Mainland China from the perspective of transnational cultural flows. The
paper argues that rotten culture has invented a more flexible model of reading
and constructing gender roles by employing the dyad of seme/uke to replace
the male/female dichotomy, hence making possible the multiplication of mas-

culinities. Rotten women ( fujoshi) ’s activities not only bestow new
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