KFEFHEFTIREA 27

g8 F o A oo

H. G. Wells  # - 7 - dribi

Vi

LissEBEHEYE SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PRESS



B W i A SR

H. G. Wells  #k - 7 - Bk i
TR




BHEREE (CIP) HiE

% £t A=The Invisible Man / (&) BER/R#T (Wells, H. G. )
F: RERE. —hiE:. RESMEHRFE HREE, 2001 (2008EEN)
(R FEZE FERPEEL)

ISBN 978-7-81080-046-4

[.K I OR--@F- O EHE-BEFEY, M
V. H319.4: I

thERAEBECIPEEZTF (2000) 5818175

HER%1T: ES82MNMEITT IR
(E¥gSMEIBARZA)  HiB4E: 200083

=2 i%: 021-65425300 (EHL

HH,FHB4H: bookinfo@sflep.com.cn

P HE: http://www.sflep.com.cn http://www.sflep.com

BiEWRE: B B

: EHEKBHET R
s BERIE ERRATHT
: 850X1092 1/32 EI3K5.375 F¥172FF

: 2001 FE4 A% 1AL 2008 £ 3 A58 sRENR
: 2100 fit

H
FHNXRB

: ISBN 978-7-81080-046-4 / 1 - 006
. fr: 8.00 5%
AN B BV SRR R, AT A

[
3 dn



i SR % BA

ATHAAEBAIAGEZTME  BAFTFFTHEER
RAei@fath 3, LB EHF B RAE 2000 AR 43 X
EAE . ARGUR  ZENRBEG RIS, BFXFEE
CHABART, AEFRAR, RRXF /ST R R R R B#
ARBHRBRRE, HEAH8, RMNEZTINRE, AR AT
TR R E R £ SUMELH R 5T A AR S 25 08 09 A AR A 6
e HFEAPEEBAGIREREA R T T ikt A2,
MEAXFETAGUEEFRAMNE—HEE T HMKE LR
8RR T AL ER] BB ERR A L8, B FFERMG R
EXFLFLHBA—EFRFELS ARET AR ELFPF
S REHEE, '

BKAZERKHAGERFES LEASTRTEANE
ROBRAZE, FN4FTEANLLFERFRA LN FFHK
MAEELE HANHECBEFELFHAmRFLEGER, @il
Fig M XA BR AR, RNFLEETA A"
M XA THRARLFRIFOETFER LGSR L
B F, BN R 6SBFAL Fo B AE ST , i & B B T A B0 X
FETHRY REINERFIFRT AL, RNMBERES
HEARR,EZIRERAEFREZARALLR, HAEE, =
ATk, ZLREARBIEABGME,

TSR RONASER =%, ML EESLAR
B EFRAL AR ERRN A LHREAET RARAGHEE, 4
ERERTHEGLEEE ALRBAERAZTAF AT IR
E A AR A AR 3G, B MNEEEL E, R B REK
B ERAE—REE IHEZTURBELS AN EFA L
B, ZMMTARERKAIT—GH/H, ZFBE FETRE—HA
BEXGHMBRAR '

BMAZLEXELDFI IR, FHFRAEERAELECH
A A EMPB R APl , B AV B R4, F A F B R
4

LHSERT A



ERGANRAR,H. G BN ZE AT F AR K 0y 1F
Ko FREAI“BAXTFL-—RANERALS, WEATRART
HECHERY MR ERBAREAMEARLLRYEAR
ERP,RAAFERRERIBHNE B B, 424 ki
EHERHAR, BREWB OGN REHE T2 FREEL,

BRET & T 1866 4, £ EAXKEL S A THR, IRRE,
BESAELR KEFY I RULBERF  GERAEERE, HARKE
Yk fme, ESREAXABEMERRENRR, N AR HH
BRBITREREANEWERNE, 1880 F N5 L #4E,
TRE, REKTRAAEK,ET 188 FHL, FREFRA
RRTIB 4,3 AMERNAERET FENR M, 1884 &£ ik

L¥h OB —FAYWENRE, ERENZERU—4FE |
FEEHHM AAALTESUERRA L RERRBRN, AE |
LI REPYSESEL I LEREL £ IT T TL L 3
KA WFH LT HELARFAL RN E, EREME |
fErt MR, 1803 £ E AR BATAB L Lo, RET LY
BAHER, BATE TR, 2189 A REF—BfER.
Flof 5 Rk 06, BT 1895 £ B 5. BE BARTE—HEH2

B R %R RCH FALE), — R Z B A X2 4 Ao 5 IEH,

WA S S TRADNRLT EURE FZH T RIGRE

¥, EHARLHRELFE, AT — 27 BARE 8 H 4/

WoBREEEE, B T HEERHOARNRRAET S,

W, X AR E TR R, AR T — M REE, B
1946 4 %t

BASBAELTAKTAZARE:N900 £ 2 HEERTH |

O Mg - BT, (B5), 1941 511 A, 1~27, @ KARHF - LA (EB D),

WA B RAE 1958 5 B 376 ~3TT R, @ SN - RARE, (k- QAKAH

c G BRI AA R LFZR),1960 Fix, 5 17~18 A,



PR R

o aNR, e EALE) (1895) (EEE L 5) (1896) (I & A)

(1897) (( E 3k A4 ) (1898) (i i # B % ) (1899) , 1900—1910 4
BT AR g AR (A REKRIE) (1901) (#AR)(1904) %454, E
RARAEFPEERMEMRE L, ZAXNFERTF TEN DA, £H
B, ESUR,EEFZIR,EHTRERANHL T ERANF

B XU SAB(EEME S EEL L) (190), (3% H)

(1905) (#£#E—# %) (1909) (5 A 5% &t [ £ ) (1910) %, 1910

EEL I TAER S AR, AR T AR R R R
 BRKGAEEEANXEERURA LA REXHEL, EEAR

FCHDEREAAMEX) (1) (HFIRELEEF T E)(1916),

§<gw—#wAme%L<¢wwmx«m%%ﬂ%iwﬁﬁ%

#)(1930) (AKX EHHER) (1933) (ELACHL 2T L)
(1941) %, HkR R, 5 T #m(# R £ H)(1920) — X ¥ K

CFf. RAEWE, ERARETHANZE, E Al R
AR, B AR AN BB A AR R AR

LR BAGERERS BHRANER O, REEA(H
EE) (EEHELH) (BHA) (ERAK) (ARERIE) (H
EY(EBERANBFE)SELH, M(HREA)RLFTFN&ER.
BABEKATHES,

BRASHOMNNEERARENFORMELBHLELRE,
ERZMHLMHATEFENRFOEAZ P NTEMYERKESF
BEUXFZREHERAR,

NFE—ABRRFEHROMABHF A HA S A EE, (0
BB EEAER T EATERA, B —F & & fn—
RERENNTHH FHTASEEFRFTARN KB M AN
FRAEAXUENETH, (BEEHL B2 XNNERZ—FHMNAE
A A HETALEHARN A TAE, (BAEA) ™ FH#H
HATHXEARKAMARFRARABREHROFC, HHTHL
KREENGRNER, (ERAR)FTHLHEKEANTHK K&
AETIBRERFEARR - E, BrARBREXFHFNTERHTH,
(ARBBREYFBANERARLIBE ABANBEHARERRZAR
HEWEH ., (WR)KBTZHEKAHERI E2RHAMEAN, ¥
HTUERBREARENEER AL, (EEEHANWETFE)E
AT - NMEBRFHPEETARIIR AF X LMANNHER, €2



F-RUERARBEAMN /BT AREXHL2NELE K,

BAFEASHAENRODMEGHE, FDRE T HAELAD
REHFRRFHE R, FRABHAE(EF LI WET -5
AREFHELRNEAE R FRASKTFE, B HLAHLEN
ARERNRAAMA SRS BEL LR BEHETAE FRES
TOHAEH LT FRORM, RAHFEZARFHNELAET A
MEBHEBEGOEER BREF TP NERE R, UG F XX
RuArth A AL, BRAKEE T HARERMZHRKANEA, &
FRAHETHAAEBRMDAE ARGBRIZY, XUEAHFERE
FrABWAYRE LEHFNHT I EESPRHF RN, LARE
TEREZ LEFLRTRRETREEHRANE,

AR WA 2 HARH G M &l A F LT AWK R
RERBGHE2HMAFIHE CEREDNEROEH, E 0 5§22
TEAREFHREMER, AR ERAPANHNANAZRRET
FHAEARARTEZEROARDIEE. XN EERE FFQ
TR MR TRARAT S EHCNRE, MAFEHEANE
MXFEAEEER ARV ERAFORER FEEHI LS HANK
KTk EALNF R BARH AN ATE o X AL X
ERHARR, EUGERREFR TREROERARA DK,
EHEIEARTHHENT = B4R F, HELRT B X
RERHBKEHEE,

ERABTT L R EHOZE T HRRFNT IR KA
WORFI B C) LOEARME TR T “AAE " M“DMAE", & #H
RAZXTXRANEAE P — N A FRERAE, EALFEA
BRAHAEMRACAR, EREALRILELRETHFEHBMN, T

BARRBENT AP BLORER. TR EXNMEHERFR

REWBAFTENER, EAARS & FH 40000 1H 2, T #E fr

YRWERT, BEFAHNE-NRBITXEENYR, BLEHA

FBBZHAEAET MR ELR, AEEENREIRT EHHX

BOREHBRINEFMN RAFAAT HRAFHER, XREAK
HEHEROBONAKRAGER, CETAEGENF Ef e &

HERE FEBATE, EHY &L, WRFHP, ZHER, BA
RENBEE A EXAFTTRENRT A

BRSO RRE LR HAT LK, AR EHAE



BEEHEWHE NS

B, EMNHAXBRENARAFZFAS, ZE4 Mk, (ARAK
E)FEARGRE, KRS REREANEAR, TANREHIK
HEBTREN T &, —HHAAXMBLEFMA KA A (ERA
RYFERANRE"HFTAHRGBOE (HENB) P X TEHEEE
FEhERAM(EERIE)BESHEZRAAKRF LR LN
R ERRFRFTAUBRERRFROANRRAEEZAT RN RS
WREREZ—,
(BREAYRERARFHERERER HRAN—F, R RIE
XERRAARREBOEIA, —RERRGFHB L ABR(R A

DA ESAMAENEY EERAAARS WL, KBELHA
 ERARREBRINELN,

(REAIHRERGZAETHBENME £ PRV AE
ANREEAN, M, XEEMNAE R, X—FEEREFLT —

MFHERGFHC, MR THENRE; - FTEXEAXRGEN, B
C ARAARBRN-—HEALAARA,TARERNRE A KK

R BEXBRAABRRBZAXREFT, ERXMHBHE X R uE#

COZEBRENREFANEE, LT -RHEARE, MABCEET

~AMREA AT ASBAGHZ AN HRAE S, A7 BH T
b, +4XFTEHRS. REAATRVUG®RS , TUERRAATE
AL RBAANES ATHKEREE T, EEARL 2R
L AERTSH. MERBAMASH R, EXREKIR, BF 3 F
WEAZRERBAEAKEN. EEARFEREH, ANESL
W E, RERINER, TERY, XEN-—NHRBEAZTEN, R
RRPET,FUFLELRBENEE, IREALRTHHERE
HEME, I FWERREEBER MR T — MO &S, FEHR
METEH EIMRAARBERNTEREFRT S, EMKETABE
B—ANREA LR AFER S AZ BR300 54 RN L
FTEFYF XA RTRE-NTYHMHE,

OB ORR RS, XAMENKE, AHEREEK. &
ARFURE ANARCEREBRTATRE, WD L, ERREH D
RBRTHRERGBEEF, XFLXNXRALAZALE, (R
AEMREXTRANREH LFLPHBELBRHALE, X
R—FAEHOE, BHEEREIAORBLIAUNFHRE A LHE,
EMHLAZTERTR, BRAELARE L RALATHRFR



HORERA EARKATFRHEE N BATENOEER

REAARRAF¥EN—MEHE, BLEXAERXFRIHE,
Fr DA Mt e 5 R SE B 4 R R B KRN, T R A A RE W 02 4 M
BENAFEEAA, Bkt p R, AN#TRE, ENEHRT
ARAD FAHERNFEERFRE, LR AERKRRL. AITH
WERIHEHARNCEGRH IR KRB BLAENFFH
RERB P LR, XRNEHNCELIRE B4 L
BEBRALEEN, EARRUIANTHRXFAENERNBRHR,
HERREN-—NUETAET .

R, EHFRARGLES, AR RE"X— KR HANH
R AEXRUFBOHEREAREN, EIRIABESHE,
MR THERRYNHZEE, “SHURETEN AR ENER.
ZHERERZEOE, ARR A ARFT AL RR=ZAHA. wRE
RS, WFHF & XFRK L FERTFTEH T U EE W —
AMRBERANOLETFAO, ERRTHL L, EHR B S AR ELHL
X, RAT AR mRFRKRFE—HMk, LS LM KA X,

BERATANRENELT RTRT! $FLFERFRKBTR

HARSSRENAE, TRREFUUUEAA IR NARKTES
SRRty ERR R &, FURER T EHERS
X, ARHR AT BRARS— G EE - mRERE—F L ES
FRAKHAE, A AR - BRAREROBE, XA HERLTEL
EART B HAS MFEBE RS BT RS, RO ZE R,
UAAEBNLERREE TR AR ERIREY T, Lo Re |
ZATUARHREXRB " ‘o m AT NdEgER Ay ZRE |
WYL HABRREEZS CRBEFAEFHIRS ERRBHB—HF
B FARERK, MELAMAE KA%E A% AGE, THF
KA KR BFAWHE, XL EMNTE RTLENOATEE
WXR BREIBALECNARURE " XHER-ZLFHY
BRBRAELREHAFNETHRAPEA LRI R RS, RHA
HEHWEERBHN TS, FRZEE BEZHN A 2E
W EBELFE ERTBIAMORELRTERMER, WEAF
B EHEAENMEARER L WRERFERTX
HEATYPHAETREARIZIBEANIEX R, REREDN
R, FERLREAD TR, LT E MK Z R ZEH UK U



G 25 % (5 A PRI &, 40 T ok G RR M 00 SR8, X R AR 9 o
B AERANRELT, RAADRERYULAF S BS, TEF
RKEUSLET; AH, b TARTRY L ARG TR, ERPRT
it EHRRTRRY. RER BAAEBAT FREEW,
FERMER, FHRFHES, —HRRBBEH O HWAEHN,
 EBUNEFRERRCAFHONEHER T RUE R R, BN A
 MEAAFERAE T AAAE AREHR T URER T HEER
B, XEHAHFRRNGERRHET R0 KHE.

BENHE BT EHELB ENOR EANETHE REY
KR EER A RE A HRENFORBER, R
WAk B, NTRET RPN ERTR,

BRI E MDA R—F (REABEERA 2 H
Ho MAARMACBBHHER, BROEANT HE, FERAE
 MWAFER MR TAAKER, TALE R RERE CHE
O ERWES, AESAXNK, MR RNETHERAA", ALY
 BHER AR BARANAR. FEHACRAMARE, KB
TURRE, RBEL ZEFETFREFETF MERARAK
“HABWRA" R RIAMFLET" HEHBIA—E". &
WA EDECHHRBHEERR", B HRBNLER
4 — EWAT, BADREEE, KT — A WBHR, REEA
ABATE $HE K, AREFAM, HERHE DAL B, B
ERYRFRENRIRAEARY RAARTHY, tHERE
TAMEKREHTHAMERAKOBE LR, + RAHGNRNTY
REMBARBTEREE, AXE FEX—KFHTREHHL
AN

BRAR IR R WAt £ IS A0 4 40 4 4 v B BL KA 4 4 B9 40 /D
RAEER, A ERBODMRWRRF LT EANYH, AL REAY
B+ ERAYRNENTLEAARR, B FRAREHTE T
HR R DA 0 DR SE K I S0 3 R R
O CEAR B S ENHFORERRRBAL, FHRETH
BRHEFAEBATRBAR S, 5 —RUEEWRHE R
BIAARNRE, R THONRFHE R BRI R KHK2
BRI AN R S b R R T 3% IR U 4B B AR D o F
B FORGRARE T RE BT, R RN R AR



ANRESMEARS R E,FEEF.

gyaMFEM OB URBEANER, RH ¥R AR
BRI R P 7 A RO B AR A 40 AN, TSR B T 5
MERAMEHRZEERES AR ERKFNF D EXREM—HiE
FHARE, SRERBERFOMOER RTRAHZRAKA B
Hsh, B2 AT MR, W HEF TRENALZE L

2000 410 A



v

MM e R E S < <

XII

XVI
XVII

CONTENTS

THE STRANGE MAN’S ARRIVAL ............ 1
MR. TEDDY HENFREY’S FIRST IMPRES-
BIONE cseoncnm s e somgiidhtnnis 7
THE THOUSAND AND ONE BOTTLES ...... 13
MR. CUSS INTERVIEWS THE STRANGER
...................................................... 19
THE BURGLARY AT THE VICARAGE ...... 26
THE FURNITURE THAT WENT MAD  ...... 29
THE UNVEILING OF THE STRANGER ...... 33
IN TRANSIT .ooviiieeeeeeeeee e 42
MR. THOMAS MARVEL ..........cccocuenn.e. 43
MR. MARVEL’S VISIT TO IPING ............ 50
IN THE COACH AND HORSES  ............... 53
THE INVISIBLE MAN LOSES HIS TEMPER
...................................................... 57
MR. MARVEL DISCUSSES HIS RESIGNA-
10 (0) 63
AT PORT STOWE ......coooovvieeieecnnnnns 66
THE MAN WHO WAS RUNNING ............ i
IN THE JOLLY CRICKETERS .................. 74



XVIII
XIX
XX

XXVI
XXVII
XXVIII

THE INVISIBLE MAN SLEEPS ....:.c.seeses 86
CERTAIN FIRST PRINCIPLES ........ccoumeese 90
AT THE HOUSE IN GREAT PORTLAND
STREBT ioiiitisemmmmummessmssinsbbonsiss i s 96
IN'OXFORD STREET  ....coivinesommigimicnsns 106
IN THE EMPORIUM. ...oousmsmsnisssssssssntasnsss 111
IN DRURY LARNE" 1. 480 2o siieioneconenss 117
THE PLAN THAT FAILED  coussissessomssmnss 127
THE HUNTING OF THE INVISIBLE MAN
...................................................... 132
THE WICKSTEED MURDER .................. 135
THE SIEGE OF KEMP'S"HOUSE ".......5....... 140



The Tuuiscbte ?ff{?&i

The Strange Man’s Arrival

r he stranger came early in

February, one wintry day,
through a biting wind and a driving
snow, the last snowfall of the year, over the down,? walking as it
seemed from Bramblehurst railway station, and carrying a little black
portmanteau in his thickly gloved hand. He was wrapped up from head to
foot, and the brim of his soft felt hat hid every inch of his face but the
shiny tip of his nose; the snow had piled itself against his shoulders and
chest, and added a white crest to the burden he carried. He staggered into
the Coach and Horses ,? more dead than alive as it seemed, and flung his
portmanteau down. “A fire,” he cried, “in the name of human chari-
ty!® A room and a fire!” He stamped and shook the snow from off him-
self in the bar, and followed Mrs. Hall into her guest parlour to strike his
bargain. ® And with that much introduction, that and a ready acquies-
cence to terms and a couple of sovereigns flung upon the table, he took
up his quarters in the inn.

Mrs. Hall lit the fire and left him there while she went to prepare
him a meal with her own hands. A guest to stop at Iping in the winter-
time was an unheard-of piece of luck, let alone a guest who was no
“haggler,” and she was resolved to show herself worthy of her good for-
tune. As soon as the bacon was well under way, and Millie, her lym-
phatic® aid, had been brisked up a bit by a few deftly chosen expressions
of contempt, she carried the cloth, plates, and glasses into the parlour
and began to lay them with the utmost éclat. © Although the fire was
burning up briskly, she was surprised to see that her visitor still wore his
hat and coat, standing with his back to her and staring out of the window

@ down: ffk @ Coach and Horses: “ £ Lg4g" 3 s % ® in the name of
human charity!: £ £ &2 @ to strike his bargain; ##4 ® lymphatic:
[ lim'feetik] iR 4he4 ® with the utmost éclat; 3% #F &b



at the falling snow in the yard. His gloved hands were clasped behind
him, and he seemed to be lost in thought. She noticed that the melted
snow that still sprinkled his shoulders dripped upon her carpet. “Can I
take your hat and coat, sir,” she said, “and give them a good dry in the

. kitchen?”

“

No,” he said without turning.

She was not sure she had heard him, and was about to repeat her
question.

He turned his head and looked at her over his shoulder. “I prefer to
keep them on,” he said with emphasis, and she noticed that he wore big
blue spectacles with side-lights® and had a bushy side-whisker over his
coat-collar that completely hid his cheeks and face.

“Very well, sir,” she said. “As you like. In a bit the room will be
warmer. ”

He made no answer and had turned his face away from her again;
and Mrs. Hall, feeling that her conversational advances were ill-timed
laid the rest of the table things in a quick staccato and whisked out of the
room. ® When she returned he was still standing there like a man of
stone, his back hunched, his collar turned up, his dripping hat-brim
turned down, hiding his face and ears completely. She put down the eggs
and bacon with considerable emphasis, and called rather than said to
him, “Your lunch is served, sir.”

“Thank you,” he said at the same time, and did not stir until she
was closing the door. Then he swung round and approached the table
with a certain eager quickness.

As she went behind the bar to the kitchen she heard a sound repeated
at regular intervals. Chirk, chirk, chirk, it went, the sound of a spoon
being rapidly whisked round a basin. “That girl!” she said. “There! I
clean forgot it. It’s her being so long!” And while she herself finished
mixing the mustard, she gave Millie a few verbal stabs for her excessive
slowness. @ She had cooked the ham and eggs, laid the table, and done
everything, while Millie ( help indeed!) had only succeeded in delaying
the mustard. And him a new guest and wanting to stay! Then she filled

@ with side-lights; #%# @ her conversational ... ill-timed: b &4 & % & #% &
4% @ laid the rest ... out of the room: £ £ % 2324 LA M £ L, B H E5E
@ ... she gave Millie ... excessive slowness: ¥R E T KT ILE) 02 F 120



the mustard pot, and, putting it with a certain stateliness upon a gold and
black tea-tray, carried it into the parlour.

She rapped and entered promptly. As she did so her visitor moved
quickly, so that she got but a glimpse of a white object disappearing be-
hind the table. It would seem he was picking something from the floor.
She rapped down the mustard pot on the table, and then she noticed the
overcoat and hat had been taken off and put over a chair in front of the
fire. A pair of wet boots threatened rust to her steel fender. ¥ She went to
these things resolutely. “I suppose I may have them to dry now,” she
said in a voice that brooked no denial.

“Leave the hat,” said her visitor in a muffled voice, and turning
she saw he had raised his head and was sitting and looking at her.

For a moment she stood gaping at him, too surprised to speak.

He held a white cloth — it was a serviette he had brought with him
— over the lower part of his face, so that his mouth and jaws were com-
pletely hidden, and that was the reason of his muffled voice. But it was
not that which startled Mrs. Hall. It was the fact that all his forehead
above his blue glasses was covered by a white bandage, and that another
covered his ears, leaving not a scrap of his face exposed excepting only
his pink, peaked nose. It was bright pink, and shiny just as it had been at
first. He wore a dark-brown velvet jacket with a high black linen lined
collar turned up about his neck. The thick black hair, escaping as it could
below and between the cross bandages, projected in curious tails and
horns, @ giving him the strangest appearance conceivable. This muffled
and bandaged head was so unlike what she had anticipated, that for a mo-
ment she was rigid.

He did not remove the serviette, but remained holding it, as she saw
now, with a brown gloved hand, and regarding her with his inscrutable
blue glasses. “Leave the hat,” he said, speaking very distinctly through
the white cloth.

Her nerves began to recover from the shock they had received. She
placed the hat on the chair again by the fire. “I didn’t know, sir,” she
began, “that — ” and she stopped embarrassed.

“Thank you,” he said drily, glancing from her to the door and then

@D A pair of wet boots ... steel fender; R HF R T LS 12AH KPP B £ @
... projected in curious tails and horns; -« iRk k RMEE X MK A



at her again.

“I'll have them nicely dried, sir, at once,” she said, and carried
his clothes out of the room. She glanced at his white-swathed head and
blue goggles again as she was going out of the door; but his napkin was
still in front of his face. She shivered a little as she closed the door be-
hind her, and her face was eloquent of her surprise and perplexity. 0“1
never,” she whispered. “There!” She went quite softly to the kitchen,
and was too preoccupied to ask Millie what she was messing about with
now, when she got there.

The visitor sat and listened to her retreating feet. He glanced inquir-
ingly at the window before he removed his serviette and resumed his
meal. He took a mouthful, glanced suspiciously at the window, took an-
other mouthful, then rose and, taking the serviette in his hand, walked
across the room and pulled the blind down to the top of the white muslin
that obscured the lower panes. This left the room in twilight. This done,
he returned with an easier air to the table and his meal.

“The poor soul’s® had an accident or an op’ration or something,”
said Mrs. Hall. “What a turn them bandages did give me, to be sure!”

She put on some more coal, unfolded the clothes-horse, and extend-
ed the traveller’s coat upon this. “And they goggles!® Why, he looked
more like a divin’ helmet® than a human man!” She hung his muffler on
a corner of the horse. “And holding that handkerchief over his mouth all
the time. Talkin’ through it! ... Perhaps his mouth was hurt too — may-
be.”

She turned round, as one who suddenly remembers. “Bless my soul
alive!” she said, going off at a tangent; “ain’t you done them taters
yet,® Millie?”

When Mrs. Hall went to clear away the stranger’s lunch, her idea
that his. mouth must also have been cut or disfigured in the accident she
supposed him to have suffered, was confirmed, for he was smoking a
pipe, and all the time that she was in the room he never loosened the silk
muffler he had wrapped round the lower part of his face to put the mouth-

@ ... her face was ... surprise and perplexity: ¥ &  — B iz X R B O H T
@ The poor soul; iX TT# % ® And they goggles: £ A A & k4 @ a divin’
helmet: #K A&k E ® ain't you ... taters yet ... 7; -+ + 3 #3477 57 taters:
potatoes



