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4

J ohn goes to church and confesses to the 
priest that he has been stealing.

4

约翰来到教堂，向神父忏悔，说他一直

在偷东西。

少偷一点 行不行 
Why can’t I  Steal Less?

故  事 Fable
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John

 约翰
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No, my son

不能，我的孩子
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‘But,” continues the boy, “If I promise that 
from now on, I will steal less, will that make me 
a good boy?”

 “No, my son,” responds the priest, “stealing 
less is not good enough.  You must never ever 
steal again to be even considered as a good 
boy!”

7

“不过，”男孩接着说，“如果我保证，

从现在开始少偷一点，能变成一个好孩子

吗？”

“不能，我的孩子。”神父回答道，“少

偷一点是不够的。你想要被当作好孩子看

待，就必须再也不偷了。”



8

John looks down and explains timidly:

 “I have been stealing for a long time and I don’t 
think I can stop immediately….  But, if I try a little, 
for example, reduce the amount of stealing to half 
of the time….”

8

约翰低下头，胆怯地解释说：“我一直

在偷，有很长时间了，我怕没办法马上做到

不再偷了……但是，我可以试试，比如说把

偷东西的时间减少一半……”
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I have been stealing

 我一直在偷
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…thief!

 ……小偷！
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‘N o!” repl ies the pr iest.  “Whether 
you steal  more or less,  you are steal ing.  
A thief  is  a thief .”

“不行！”神父答道，“偷多偷少都是

偷。小偷就是小偷。”



12

John tries again:  “But, if I promise you that 
I will only steal on the weekends, will I not be 
considered a good boy during the week?”

 “Absolutely not!” says the priest impatiently.  
“If you’ve been stealing for a long time, you 
must stop immediately and show how sorry 
you are for what you have done!”

约翰还想辩解：“但是，如果我答应您

只在周末偷呢，这样在其他日子我还不算是

好孩子吗？”

“当然不算！”神父不耐烦地说，“要

是你已经偷了很长时间了，你更要马上就停

止偷窃，并对自己的所作所为感到懊悔！”
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 …weekends?

 ……周末偷？



14

…hell!

 ……地狱！
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‘i  promise that in a few years I’ll be able 
to change and do everything you tell me.” 

“Not until then?  If you continue on this 
path you will end up in hell.”

“我保证，再过几年我会改正的，我一

定会照您说的去做。”

“还要再过几年？假如你继续偷窃，这

样下去你最终就会下地狱。”
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