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Preface

It is common knowledge that reading is an important input channel for adult
learners of a foreign language. Extensive reading can ensure adequate language
input and fast, efficient learning. Therefore, both language researchers and teachers
emphasize large amount of reading in addition to classroom learning.

Regrettably, well designed and appropriately graded reading materials for second-
language learners are hard to come by. Aware of the shortage, the Foreign Language
Teaching and Research Press initiated in 2007 the compilation of Reading China, a
series of readers tailored to the diverse needs of learners at different levels of Chinese
proficiency. The readers feature fun stories of present-day China, with introductions on
Chinese history, culture and everyday life.

There are altogether five levels in the series, each consisting of several volumes.

Please refer to the table below for specific data:

Length of Texts Number of . . .
Vocabulary Prior Chinese Learning
(words) Texts
1 100 ~ 150 500 25 Three months (160 credit hours)
2 150 ~ 300 1000 25 Half a year (320 credit hours)
3 300 ~ 550 2000 25 One year (640 credit hours)
4 500 ~ 750 3500 20 Two years (1280 credit hours)
5 700 ~ 1200 5000 18 Three years (1920 credit hours)

Other language versions of the series, such as Japanese, Korean, Spanish, German,
French, Italian and Russian, will come off the press soon to facilitate the study of

Chinese learners with these language backgrounds.
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Each book of the series includes the following modules:

1. Pre-reading—Lead-in. This part has one or two interesting warming-up questions,
which function as an introduction to a new text.

2. Reading—Texts, Side Notes and Illustrations. Side Notes provide equivalents and
explanations for new words and expressions to help learners better understand the text.
This part also keeps the degree of difficulty of the texts within reasonable bounds so
that learners can read them at a reasonable speed. Illustrations are another highlight of
the series. They help learners take in at a glance the key sentences and main ideas of
the texts.

3. After-reading—Language Points, Exercises and Cultural Tips. The Language
Points part hammers home the meaning and usage of important words and expressions,
or grammar points in one of the sentences from the text. Two follow-up example
sentences, usually with words, expressions or linguistic contexts from previous texts,
are given to help learners “gain new insights through review of old materials™. In
Exercises, a small amount of questions, choice questions, true or false questions
and cloze tests, are designed to check learners’ comprehension of the texts without
spoiling the fun of reading. In Cultural Tips, background information is provided
as supplementary reading materials. Some are related to the texts and some are just
general information about Chinese culture, history and geography.

Reading China stands out among similar readers because of the following features:

I. User-friendliness: “Reading should be as easy as possible”, a principle
consistently followed by the compilers, through strict control of the number of new
words and expressions in each text, the Side Notes, the translations given in Language
Points and Cultural Tips, illustrations and pictures.

2. Diversity and fun: The compilers have taken great pains in choosing interesting
stories because “interest is the best teacher”. We also try to cater to foreign students’

reading preferences by analyzing their learning expectations on the basis of our



teaching experience and surveys. Firstly, a wide range of topics is included to sustain
the freshness of reading. The stories touch upon many aspects of Chinese life. In some
cases, similarities and differences between Chinese and foreign cultures are compared
and analyzed to give learners a realistic idea about contemporary China and improve
their cross-cultural communication ability. Secondly, different writing genres and
styles are selected, such as narrations, instructions, argumentations, letters, poems,
mini-stories, etc. In this way, learners can fully appreciate the charm of the Chinese
language.

3. Practicality: Many texts are closely related to foreign students’ life in China and
contain practical information about studying, living, traveling and working in China.

4. Listening materials: MP3 or CDs are provided for each book of the series.
Integration of audio input through listening and visual input through reading will
further improve learning results.

In the course of our compilation work, we have benefited a great deal from the
expertise of professor Liu Songhao from Peking University. Dr. Ma Xiaodong, my
colleague, has provided many inspiring suggestions. Our heartfelt gratitude goes to
the directors and editors of the FLTRP Chinese Publishing Division, in particular Li
Caixia, Li Yang, Zhuang Jingjing, Yan Li, Yu Hui and Xu Yang, for their contribution
to the planning and compilation of this series. We also wish to thank more than ten
postgraduate students of the years 2006 and 2007 at BFSU for their help in collecting
materials at the early stage of this project.

We would greatly appreciate suggestions and comments from learners and teachers
of Chinese as a second language and would accordingly improve the books in the

future. Contact information: zhuyong1706(@gmail.com.

Zhu Yong
May, 2011
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How to Use Reading China

Welcome to use Reading China! As the compiler, we would like to offer some

suggestions concerning how to better make use of this set of reading materials.
1. How to choose books

Reading China is a set of graded reading materials targeting at “experiencing
Chinese and understanding China through happy reading”. Since there are not many
lessons in each book and each lesson is equipped with Language Points and Exercises,
this series can be used as reading textbooks in class.

Teachers are advised to read the “Preface” at the beginning of the books for
information on length of texts, vocabulary, and number of texts of each level of books,
and choose the appropriate level for the learners. There are three volumes in each level
of Reading China — A, B and C, and the level of difficulty is A<B<C. The number
of texts in each book is cut down so as to tally with class hours in overseas schools.
Teachers using this set of books overseas can choose one or two books from a level for
classroom use and teachers using the books in China can choose two or three books
from a level. They can follow the order starting from Book A to Book B and then to
Book C. Or, for teachers who would like to assign homework for students, they can
designate Book A or Book B, which are relatively easier, as reading materials outside

class and use Book B or Book C as textbooks for classroom teaching.
2. How to make the schedule

The exercises for each lesson in Reading China are not too many. Generally
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speaking, one to two texts can be finished in a two-hour class. For long-term training
programs in China, two books can be covered in a semester if there are two to four
class hours in a week; for short-term training programs or overseas programs, one book
can be covered in a teaching session. What’s more, we have established a supportive
online resource pool for the series (blog: “Everyone’s Reading China”, http://blog.sina.
com.cn/u/1869145497) . Supplementary exercises for each lesson will be available at
the resource pool for free. These exercises can be used either as classroom exercises
or as after-school homework. In either case, teachers are advised to provide necessary
guidance in accordance with students’ ability. The teachers can also combine the
exercises in the books and supplementary exercises online and decide which ones are
done in class and which ones are for homework. Since different arrangements may take

some extra time, teachers are free to make their own schedule.

3. How to teach with this series

Pre-reading: Teachers can develop their own class introductions on the basis
of Lead-in at the beginning of each lesson and think of some topics for discussions
for students. On the one hand, with the help of Illustrations, students can look at the
pictures before reading the texts to guess what the text is about. In this way, the series
become exercise materials for “look and say” practices. On the other hand, with the
help of CD or MP3, students can listen to the recording before reading the texts to get
a general idea. A combination of different methods can effectively activate learners’
interest in reading and enhance their knowledge of the background, so as to better help
with their understanding of the texts.

Reading: There are a variety of ways of reading the texts, such as silent reading,
reading in pairs, reading in groups, reading with questions in mind, through which

learners can acquire an adequate perception of the reading materials.

10



After-reading: There are four types of exercises in Reading China. Apprehension
questions examine learners’ understanding of the texts. Language practice, reading skill
trainings and writing tasks help learners accumulate knowledge about the language
and improve their skill of reading and writing. Cultural Tips can serve as the extension
of in-class reading or as after-school reading materials. Teachers may further explore
the topics to integrate language learning with cultural acquisition, so that students can
acquire more knowledge about China’s history and culture in an easy and interesting
way. Students can listen to CD or MP3 after reading the texts to consolidate what has

been learned.
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