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The private military security industry has a history as old as warfare
itself. In the modern era, this industry has evolved to encompass a wide
range of security services provided to protect both government and private
personnel and property in high risk areas, including areas affected by
conflict and instability. As Chinese companies find themselves operating in
just these circumstances, they inevitably have to consider the use of such
services.

The very nature of the industry involves the potential use of force by
PMSC personnel, in order to protect those in their charge. The appropriate
use of force can help to protect lives and property. Excessive use of force
can result in the opposite effect and all the humanitarian consequences that
can bring. It order to guide and regulate the use of force, PMSC
companies and those who contract them are subject to the rule of law, no
matter where they operate. It is therefore important to understand that law
in order to shape the actions of both the PMSC service providers and those
who may contract their services.

Understanding and developing a clear legal framework, adopting
bothChinese and international best practice in the employment and
standards necessary in this area, will help Chinese companies, either
service providers or users, to apply the rule of law appropriately. In turn
this will ensure that China’s interests overseas are protected effectively,

without a negative humanitarian impact, whilst ensuring the good
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reputation of Chinese companies abroad.
This work draws together international guidance and best practice and
as such is an important reference upon which China can further develop its

own legal framework in this fast growing area.

Peter Evans

Delegate to the Armed and Security Forces from the International

Committee of the Red Cross Regional Delegation for East Asia



