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GEHERAL EXANINATION for Chu lung-lam January 9, 1981
¥ield: Yuan-hing History ixaminer: F, N, fote

General instructions: ansver four of the following guestions, including tunber
Gne, and any three others of your choice, Fccus on interpretive itsues, and on
putential for future scholarship that might be important to the concerns of
historians todsy. Include in each answer some discussion of the major sources
2nd of the most important modern scholarship (if any) relevant to the issucs
included in your answers. Plan to spend one and one-half to two hours on each
answer, but use nore tire if needed; record actual time used,

I. Vhat can the study of Chiiu Chlin (1420-95) accomplich that will help modern
students of China to understand: 1) academie and intellectusl conditions in
15th~century Chinaj 2) the role of statecraft thinking in polities of early
aud mid-Mingy 3) political behavier at the Hing courtj 4) thre regional culture
of Ling-nan in Hing times? witlout trying to predict the precise results of
scholarship you have not yet perforued, discuss these (and other) issues in

a proleptieal or hypothetical way, while showing the extent of your pencral
kiowledge of the period.

11. Describe and discuss “"Confucian! learning, or higher level learning end
thought in generael, in Yuen and iling tives, noting (among other aspecte of the
problem, as you wish) at least sume of the following: 1) the institutional base
of learning; 2) issues of "orthodoxy," factionalism, or control; 3) the soeial
iuplicatione of the society's academic activities; &) the historical importance
of educational activities apart from elite success; 5) continuities and
discontinuities scross the entire period; €) the relationship between elite and
sub-elite scctors of society in relation to education, literacy, cultural life;
7) the relationsiiip botwoen lesrning snd the various forms of literature.

1il. Discuss, for the hing period, (or, conparatively with the Yuan, as appro-
priate), various issues covered by the term: “state pover."” What werc its
components? \hat id state pover contrel? Ghat were the tools end weans of
contrel? Lhat was the relationship between Ybureaucracy” and "dynasty® in

regard to political power? What trends are apparent in the development of
ctate power and the instruments of power throughout the Hing dynasty? Uigscuss
the phenomencn ¢f the powerful cunuchs of Ning times in relation to the analysis
of state powers What were the limitations on power in the ¥ing period?

1V, The fifteenth century is a relatively little-studied period in Ghinese
Listory. fhat dates could be selected, from the vsurpation in 1402 to the

2eath of the kuperor Hsiao=tsung in 1505 thaot would be rost useful for periodize
ing thiis era, as a way of developing our study of it? vhat trends of political
change, sccial growth, iaternational relatione, regional development, or
vhatever, deserve to be mope 'fully studied for the sake of enhancing our
understanding of Wing history?

V. Tie Yuan-iiding period witnessed a period of general revellion in the

widdle of tle¢ feurteenth century {(ca 1320-70), then an undercurrent of
sporadic smallescele rebellion or soeial disorder {local but recurrently
significunt), osnd finally the {all of the dynasty before two large rebellions
in zhe ! tung-chen rcigne - Khat was tlie character of social disorder in this
long period? should we state that it was a period of tenuous stability?

why does the fing~siih chi-shih pen-mo (and “hang P'u's commentary) devote

su iuch attention to the potentizl for rebullion and disorder? V(hat is the
significence of Yuan (late Yuven) and #ing social disorder for our present

day understanding of thoe period?

V1. Coupare the cultural life (brosdly epcaking) of the “uen period with that
of the £first jalf of the “ing, to 1500, with regard to such issues as: the
telations of the elite to the government; the role of the government in re
cultuzal life; the ievel of the economy; the vitality of leading genves, forms
of expression, and artistic uodes; the vitality of intellectual 1ife; lcading
regions and regional differcntiation; the uses of past todels; ete etec.
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24 Arbury Road
Cambridge CB4 2JE
31 July
Dear Hung-lam,

I have just mailed your manuscript, with my corrections
added to tiiose of Firolessor Mote in red. I have read your text
very carefully, but vou will undezstand that I have none of my
books with me, so tiat I have not corrected the notes & nany of
which are very interesting ).

I enjoyed reading the thesis very imuch indeed, I have ended
up sharing your admiration for Ch'iu Chiin, and have learned a
great deal about the late 15th century. I particularly admire
the grasp you have of the detail of his life and milieu, but
also your sure instinct for the currents of ideas, and the
subjects that preoccupied thinking men in mid-Ming, I believe
that there is far more to be found by following your thread
of statecraft thought. It is a fine piece of scholarship, and
a fine piece of history in the true sense, a re-creation of
a past time in all its complexity.

I have been perhaps more rigorous than Professor Mote with
my ‘'corrector's brush' , Your English is sometimes not up to
the complexity of your ideas, and I have tried to sharpen up
your expression. The thesis is a little repetitious j; try to
aveoid writing balanced clauses that sound iike p'ien-wen, and
alse watch out for old-style moralistic judgements and character-—
~izations of people who appear in your narrative, And please
watch out for the word "consequential" which you use frequently

but unidiomatically. Do work on your English over the next few
years.

Anyway, get on with the retyping as quickly as possible., I
think you have a fine study here, and the makings of a really
fine and original book.

With every kind personal wish

Yours sincerely

A BEERDRBRE LIRS
rRiEE&
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