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What to Read

Suppose you have two friends, A and B, both of whom
have been learning English for some years. Both are clever
young men, and both are anxious to acquire a good knowledge
of the language. But now they have got very different results
from the several years of study: A can write short letters and
read easy news items but cannot read any passage' in the
classics, while B can read here and there in some classics but
cannot write short letters or read easy news items. Reader,
which of your two friends would you prefer to be like?

I believe you would prefer to be like A rather than® B.
You should’. I am sorry to find that among Chinese learners of
English there seem to be more like B than like A. The trouble
lies chiefly in* what is read.

Well, what do you read? I mean to ask what you take as
your chief reading matter. Is it a novel or a volume of essays
written more than a hundred years ago? If it is, my advice
to you is to change it for something else. Your chief reading
matter must have been written far less than a hundred years
ago, a few weeks ago if possible, must have been written in
simple English, and must have been written by an Englishman
or an American.

I am not going to give a list of books here. But I think I
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have to make some general remarks. Your chief reading matter
need not be a literary masterpiece’. Nor need it be written
by a famous author. A volume of short pieces of narration or
exposition is better than a novel or some long argumentative
essays’.

You must have noted that in the above I have talked about
only what your chief reading matter should be. You have a
book or two for your chief reading matter. You should also read
something else, which may be a little more difticult, but which
still had better not be a classic of more than a hundred years

ago.

NOTES

passage (B XF

rather than  1fij

should = should prefer to be like A rather than B.
lie chiefly in ... 1%

literary masterpiece 3% % 1§

argumentative essays i i& L
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Reading Aloud

Do you ever read aloud? The chances are' that you do not
now read aloud. You used to read aloud when you were a small
child. But you ceased to read aloud at fourteen or fifteen. If 'm
not mistaken, among certain boys and girls late in their teens’
reading aloud is now a lost art’.

You may protest, “What' if T were to read aloud, when I do
not read aloud and yet understand?” Well, much would come
of* reading aloud. Reading aloud helps you to learn by heart,
and learning by heart is essential to all who aim at writing well.
Reading aloud helps you to cultivate good pronunciation and
good intonation, and good pronunciation and good intonation
are essential to all language learners. Reading aloud helps you
to discover certain beauties of language that you may fail to see
in your silent reading. Unless you read aloud, you cannot learn
to write naturally or to appreciate literature.

And I think that it is partly because they do not read aloud
that many Chinese learners of English cannot read poetry. A
certain English man of letters® has said that a poem is not a
poem until it is read; and evidently by “read” he means read
aloud. A poem is’ something to read aloud. There are many
poems that you may learn to like and enjoy by reading them

aloud, though you find several difficult points in them. On
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the other hand, you may understand a poem merely as you
understand a piece of matter-of-fact prose®, if you do not read
it aloud. “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe’, for example, is a
very beautiful poem. But its beauty depends largely upon its
wonderful music. Below is its first stanza. Try first to read it
silently as though it were a business letter'’and then to read it
aloud, and compare the two impressions.

“Once upon a midnight dreary'', while I pondered, weak
and weary,

Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten
lore",

While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a
tapping

As of ™ someone gently rapping, rapping at my chamber
door.

“Tis'* some visitor”, I muttered, “tapping at my chamber
door:

il

Only this and nothing more.’

NOTES
1. The chancesare ... K&
2. their teens M+ =F{JLErf
3. lostart AEAFAEKER
4. What HHRE
5. comeof... HHifik
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Can You Read Englishmen’s English?

I have heard several people tell me that in reading
English-language newspapers they find Chinese news far casier
to read than foreign news, and that they are often at a loss to
discover' the meaning of even a very short piece of news from
some little town in England or America. I also feel that there
are many who can read without much difficulty articles written
by Chinese on Chinese subjects but cannot read those written
by Englishmen on English subjects.

The trouble with such people is that while they have
acquired a knowledge of the English language, they have not
learnt much about the English mind’, the English character’,
the English life, the English traditions, and so forth. They
have not got, so to speak®, the spirit of the language. Imagine a
man who knows several thousand Han characters’ and a great
deal of Han syntax and yet is entirely ignorant of the Chinese
mind, the Chinese character, etc. Do you think this man could
read even the ordinary Han-language newspaper and general
literature in Han?

Reader, do you think you are among those who know
English but as a rule find great difticulty in reading Englishmen’s
English? I am afraid you are. I would advise you to read as much

as possible in general English literature and to cultivate the habit
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of thinking in English.” I would also advise you to read some

concise history of England and commit to memory’ every bit of

knowledge about English life and thought that you may find in

reading or study.

NOTES

1. are often at a loss to discover HEHAGER
2. mind OHURE

3. English character 5[ i RS

4.
5
6

so to speak A LLIXFE

. Han characters {5
. cultivate the habit of thinking in English 7L 85 M 4Ef
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What Kind of English?

There are English English, American English, Scotch
English, Irish English, and other kinds of English. Examples:
“half past three” is English English, “half after three” is
American English, “bairn”' is Scotch English, “I am after
having my dinner” is Irish English, “nor gold nor silver™ is
archaic English, “Thank you for same” is business English,’
and “I don’t know nobody here™ is vulgar English.

Advanced learners of English ought to pay attention to
such details, and I think they will find it very interesting to
go into the subject’. But every learner of English is not an
advanced one®. T call it foolish of one to’ attempt the subject
before one has acquired the ability to speak, read, and write
English as it is used by the average educated Englishman or
American of today. One has yet much to learn before one can
be properly called an advanced learner of English so long as one
cannot read the news'’ or cannot express oneself'" intelligibly
to Englishmen or Americans in speaking and writing.

By “English as it is used by the average educated
Englishman or American” I mean" everyday idiomatic English.
It is practical, if that means actually used, but not if that means
specially adapted to Chinese psychology”. 1 have to mention this

because it seems that many Chinese students have the mistaken
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idea' that while what is written about things Chinese' is

practical. What is written about things foreign'® is not practical.

The fact is, however, that one cannot master English—that is,

what [ call practical English—by reading about things Chinese

only. I would advise those who are in the habit of'” confining

18 : - .
themselves to” Chinese news when reading newspapers in

English, to give up'’ the habit.

NOTES
1. bairn: child
2. Iam after having my dinner. FKHIHZ5E1R.
3. nor gold nor silver BEA4, X
4. same = the same 4
5. business English gk stif
6. I don’t know nobody here = I don’t know anybody here
= I know nobody here.
7. go into the subject  #FFTIX A ] il
8. every student of English is not an advanced one = not
every student of English is an advanced one.
9. callit foolish of one to ... k- EBEN F
10. the news #KKHH
11. express oneself #ik A CHIEM
12. By “English as it is used by the average educated

Englishman or American” I mean ... i “ B2l #
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