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Buildings are now on the drawing board and they are nothing like the places we may
recall from our childhood. New materials and new technologies are reshaping the
way we build. At the same time, many architects and designers are also drawing upon
ancient materials and building techniques but interpret them in modern ways. With
the advanced development of economy and diversity of social life as well as increased
sensitivity to the environment, architecture design is far from the primitive forms and

styles; itis on the way to be comfortable, economical and rustically beautiful.

The book Atlas of World Architecture, with 250 projects selected, is a detailed and
comprehensive portrayal of the best and latest architecture projects from six
continents of more than fifty countries. Designers can be inspired a lot to search
a balance between the overwhelmingly globalised trend and the increasingly

personalised feature.

It offers readers a visual feast with the collection of world's most classic architecture
projects and is categorised into ten parts, including Cultural, Commercial, Hospital,
Educational, Corporate, Residential, Hotel, Transportation, Recreational and Complex
architecture. Each project is illustrated with real photos, plans and a text. In addition,
each geographic region is distinguished by a different colour-code. We firmly believe

and hope it will serve as a source of pleasure and inspiration to all its readers.

Featured with its timeliness, globalisation, regionalisation, and professionalisation,
it will help readers from all over the world to find inspiration and approach new

materials and the cultural heritage.



Location of the selected projects of Atlas of World Architecture
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Ontario

Canada

North America

Daytime view

The Belleville Public Library and John M
Parrott Art Gallery

The new Belleville Public Library not only provides resources for research and recreation; it is also a cultural
and community destination. At 38,000 sf, the building includes a library, art galleries, meeting rooms, and
a café as well as a significant outdoor public space. A large plaza frames the rotunda building, welcoming

people from Campbell and Pinnacle Streets.

Interpretative and flexible spaces are at the heart of the architectural design of the building’s programmatic
elements. A rectangular element houses the galleries, library stacks, lounges and study spaces while the
circular element — the rotunda - is the public hub of the library and plaza that includes the entrance, gift
shop and street café. The third floor gallery entered from the rotunda connects the building activities
vertically and increases the diversity of the building programme. The library provides both quiet spaces for

contemplation and study as well as dynamic light-filled open spaces for other social activities.
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Hilton Baltimore Convention Centre Hotel

The hotel is poised to play a key role in the continued success of the Pratt Street and e
Inner Harbour Entertainment and Convention Centre District. To take advantage of _. .!.
this unique position, the design team aimed to create and enhance the pedestrian : -
experience that flows from the convention centre to Camden Yards. Civic spaces and ) :

defined urban edges are critical components to defining the area, which long lacked

cohesive commercial activity and animation.

The hotel’s exterior skin was designed to embody Baltimore’s complex personality,
hinting both backward and forward. Red brick facades wrap the building’s lower floors
and establish visual connection with the historic brick warehouse across the street
that serves as a backdrop to the Ballpark at Camden Yards and with the traditional row
houses that line the residential neighbourhoods to the west. If brick serves as a nod
to the past, the metal cladding makes a more overt nod to the future, calling to mind
Baltimore's industrial bulwark while offering a modern edge that relates to the sleek

high-rises bordering the site.

The interior continues the sense of openness and visibility that drives the public
spaces. Arranged to limit barriers between interior and exterior, the lobby and public

7

areas provide constant but unobtrusive visual interest and activity. /
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Experimental Media and Performing Arts
Centre
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