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Niitwa Mends the Sky'"
by Liu An

In ancient times,the four corners of the sky collapsed and
the world with its nine regions split open. * The sky could not
cover all the things under it, nor could the earth carry all the
things on it. ! A great fire raged and would not die out;a fierce
flood raced about and could not be checked. "/Savage beasts de-
voured innocent people; vicious birds preyed on the weak and
old.

Then Niiwa melted rocks of five colours and used them to
mend the cracks in the sky. ') She supported the four corners of
the sky with the legs she had cut off from a giant turtle. ! She
killed the black dragon to save the people of Jizhou,and blocked
the flood with the ashes of reeds. "

Thus the sky was mended,its four corners lifted,the flood
tamed , Jizhou pacified,*’and harmful birds and beasts killed ,and
the innocent people were able to live on the square earth under
the dome of the sky. ™" It was a time when birds,beasts,insects
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and snakes no longer used their claws or teeth or poisonous

stings ,for they did not want to catch or eat weaker things. """
Niiwa’s deeds benefited the heavens above and the earth be-

low. Her name was remembered by later generations and her

light shone on every creation. “'*

(% #r]

C1IFR AR B B “ IR 7 ¥ DLIE DF & & 1% 4 Niwa, “4b
K74 mends the sky. H3CHI“#"1E K 3hir] F =i A 3£ : repair
K feH 238 T R BRSO S T 46 0 LAR S SR b Al
HIEH . fix Az EMEfEZE YT IREEmMELRE
iE. A& 2R FE G & SR T OLME & . 177 mend N #H T
F LSO At 77 X AE AR L B G 1 L (8 H 49K 7 AE 5 S RE A 58
GRS . B mend & the sky £5HCRE B 4F 20k 4 K72 3. 1
B T Prince Huainan f27#E 5 FEI X% (Liu An).,

L2JEE SO BE TOOEREA UL . “DUH A4 drad = K
[ #1752 5 P 2z P9 77 F AR 4 K, 2 30 the four corners of
the sky ¥ , B A“KHIV 7 “JUM " Thdy i sp E " 2 0t , 1T 5%
[ 7 NARAT e UM, L E A LM Z 43, 32 30% A the world
with its nine regions . & R “ %/ A LA KA TR 5 B F
SCE R EWIE HEE LA R 5 W2 DL A E A R 2 BOR
B SRR P E A L R R R AR 2R B B
T MLALE S B A .

[3IRMBE P (collapsed) , Kt X3 (split open) , | K AN 6E #
Hb 3 R REEY o 3 S A) 53 5L cover il carry B BIAIRZ L B
GIRSCE G ¥ F (A 5 B 3 3 S IR 5 5 8 A B oA ) R — g
IEH1&JF The sky could not cover all the things under it J5 %] K
{8 2% 75 %€ 45 ¥4 nor could the earth carry all the things on it, LA
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o8 /) (] ) BBk R, /) 22 XA LA

C4T K M s il AR K KT AL . TR 7 % 0%,
A R B HE S A& L AT IO i AR 2 H L
SO HE T ) 2 5 AN S A1 18] 80& R o 3% A4S and X
2 AREIHH|, mREE . PR E B BRI AR b, 1 5 S
B Z L HK K RN E 1R DA 2R BRI, SOINIE 28] o AR LS
B E AR S, 7 LA 3h 2 hid] raged # raced (about) #h 2
Z . a great fire fit Z P4 would not die out (S B AN K),a fierce
flood fi Z A could not be checked (A~ AT #5 i) . ¥ 41] 2Z [6] A~ F 3%
L A5 G2 MRFFIE SR Z Rk X .

(5 R K K oI 3 a] & » & B AE P SCR IR . X SC—KHf
fa, JUE W S WAL EARFFIR S X 534K . LA savage beasts i
“JE 7, vicious birds 1% 57, |5 #FH LH M & ” (ferocious birds)
Z X T AN B HUH birds of prey #9183, K M ¥ 5 21| 3h 17
|, devoured H“#F " ,preyed on H ", “MiR"EAREZ R,
7% 4 innocent people B F L % & E L R, “E5FEEER
i , B SCRT BN E 517 A 4% 4% 37 Z F (the weak and old) .

[6 A B “ %MK 71%% A mend the cracks in the sky 4N E T
“RKEBLEE” T A LRI T K" (blue sky) . “HR7HARERH Tl
Y5 ERIEN Z 57 KR melted (45 1k) the rocks of five colours
CHLa DRI, 42 i) RERA VAT S A F AR R KR

[7]/] F support sth. with sth. # /A&, DL S0 R EIL
W AT 4 o (o BT RS R S AL O T SCEAS R T ERANE A E
P& A cut a turtle’s legs and support the sky, | — # Z [a] & = ¥
BHZHKR X RNE LG EAEREFRAY.

[8I“WFRLM "B H A =F, AT EE ¥ H save the people of
Jizhou, #F AN the people of ML EAE . Jizhou H —iFF : the
central one of the nine regions. VA {8 3% 332 25 7 R AR 3 0 7F L
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