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Brief Introduction

to Susan Prison

Hongdong County lies in southern Shanxi
province at the north end of Linfen Basin and it is
246 kilometers away form provincial capital
Taiyuan. Hongdong has always enjoyed the reputa-
tion of being a “land of Chinese Scholartree”. At
southwest corner of the county seat of Hongdong
there is an ancient prison built in the second Hong-
wu Year in Ming dynasty (1369). Up to now Su-
san prison has a long history of more than 600
years. Susan prison is the unique available complete
county prison of Ming dynasty in China.

During Zhengde Years from 1505 to 1521 in
Ming dynasty, Susan, a famous prostitute from
Beijing, was thrown into Hongdong prison by un-
righted wrong. Later Hongdong prison became fa-

mous and has been called Susan Prison. The great
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popularity story in Peking Opera Prisoner Beauty—
Susan happened here in Susan Prison.

Susan Prison is consisted of two parts the ordi-
nary and the important criminal sections covering a
total area of 610 square meters. Since 1959 Susan
Prison has been listed as an important cultural relics
in Shanxi province. In recent years the prison has
displayed lots of important material objects valuable
for study on prison rules in feudalist society. Susan
Prison, as one of the important tourist scenery in
Shanxi and AA grade scene in China, it has at-
tracted the more and more attention of the tourist

from home and abroad.
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