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Preface

China is a beautiful treasure-house of ancient tales and folklore. Here are stories filled
with sincere reflection echoing the vast and deep spirit of our culture and civilization.
These represent the best of Chinese culture—tales that uphold a people’s sense of their
common origin.

This collection of First Books for Early Learning offers stories familiar to all
of us. Drawn from folklore and mythology, along with the origins of special days in
the traditional calendar and of famous places, these eighty books also recall ancient
physicians, philosophers and thinkers, figures famed for statecraft, generals, royalty,
prodigies and scientists, remembered through tales of wisdom and great poetry.

To give Chinese children all over the world an understanding of their ancestors’
lives, and the changes through the different ages of China’s history, scientific development
and achievements in arts and literature, we have brought together concise language with
most vivid illustrations. These ancient historical figures also give inspiration and ideas to
children to connect with their own roots.

As Chinese, we know Chinese history well as a son or a daughter knows his or her
family. Only with such knowledge can one possess a depth of passion and a sense of
responsibility. It is our wish that this collection will guide children at an early age to learn
from the history of our nation and to identify with the social progress and philosophical
spirit of the Chinese people. We hope our children will develop wider horizons of wisdom
to become open-minded yet with a rooted outlook on life.

First Books for Early Learning was originally compiled in Chinese for the children of
China. The writers and artists who contributed to this collection have used the perspective
of traditional literature and arts to interpret Chinese mythology, legends and history. We
hope this collection will be enjoyed by Chinese people—and, now in translation, also by
people all over the world—and all children who want to learn more about China.

Zhao Zhenwan
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King Zhuang of the State of Chu was one of the
“Big Five” among the rulers of the states in the Spring
and Autumn Period (770-476 BC). He laid down a
law—“The Law of Maomen.” Maomen, or Gate Mao,
was the name given to the grand entrance to his palace.
This law stated that, when court officials, military
leaders and all the nobility presented themselves at
court, they had to dismount from their horses, carts
or carriages and proceed on foot from that gate to the
palace. If even a hoof of anyone’s horse ever touched
the water channel for water dripping from eaves
above the palace gate, the horseman would be severely

punished.
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King Zhuang was very strict and severe about his laws.
He always carried out his rewards and his punishments
very decisively and justly. For that reason, ever after he
had pronounced “The Law of Maomen,” no one dared to

violate it.
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One day, the Prince had started out in the early
morning with a large entourage for a hunting trip
outside of the city. On returning in the evening they
brought back a great amount of game. The Prince was
in high spirits and pushing his wagon drivers to crack
their whips to make the horses gallop swiftly in the
dusk.
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Sitting inside his carriage the Prince had only one thought, of how—once
he got back to the palace—the palace attendants would prepare all this game that
had been caught, to present a great banquet for his king father and to ofter to all

the officials and courtesans. He was startled, to suddenly raise his head and find

his horses” hooves already in the palace gate channel for collecting water.
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All of a sudden, a thunderous shouting burst forth.
The palace gate officer led his guardsmen to charge at and
surround the Prince and his followers. Without any words
spoken, they then pulled the Prince out of his carriage and
smashed the luxuriously decorated vehicle. They arrested
the driver and made it clear that the driver would be

executed at daybreak the next day.







