——Go for Your Dreams

ERCy g
—— i L —
(3R) FI/R - RIREOCE

Eﬁ B iRt | EsR iR
INGRALR | SEEEE R



SPEECHES IN FAMO

2 AN2RE

B

UNIVERSITIES

HERE

XI5

i
:},.: B& ‘J"& ﬂ( E‘ i



B B 7R 4 B (CIP) #{iE

S NSV RE, B E S N /(B R REE,
ToER:BREFF. —FH.HF 50, 2015.4
ISBN 978 -7 - 5552 - 1932 - 3

[.O% [1.0XK- QT QF-- M. OIEiE—WiE — %t IRiEY
QEPF— R —EE V. OH319.4.1

of [ iR A B A48 CIP £ #% 5 (2015) 45 076250 &

# B BABRRHER - taPa
£ & CGHORIUR - KRS

* & T =

B OF BER O OB W e

AW MR O kKE
HREZAT F &t
it o HFS /R 182 5 (266061)
A MU http://www. gdpub. com
BRMIEBIE 13335059110 0532—85814750(f5E) 0532— 68068026
FERE HAE THE E—mail: cyyx2001@sohu. com
HEREI HaR
HEET £ B
R H HFONEEGERIARAA
En Rl HHEEEORARAF
HAREH 201545 A% 1R 2015465 A% 1 ENRI
32 FF (890mm X 1240mm)
14.5
390 F
ISBN 978 - 7 - 5552 - 1932 - 3
29. 80 I
HRRE BREERSEIE 4006532017

EREEPECNANRENT BFFOEB LR LIRS BEE.
B35 053268068638

BWFRIIER . KIE - EiF - BE

&t 3 4 B H
S odn R OB



1. Go for Your Dreams

EEEAR JFTR o R ceoorersereronmam o soesoncnsesesessnoes s sos sonone

2. You Make Your Own Future
RHF T [ BA A« BB I e eee e e eeniseae e e ee e 20

3. The Power and Responsibility of Being an Attorney
TR EETIT /R E A « E R e rerereeremneeessinesenes 40

4. Defeat is Never Fatal

5. Make Him Safe, Make Progress, Make Us Proud
b EAE L R LERATHRE / F M - E R -eoeeeeenenes 72

6. Stand up and Take the Reins
SEALE EIRE O HIAIE) RBR « BED e 90

7. Knowledge and Commitment to Service Can Change the World

AR 5 R 5 A B TR/ FT + AR vee e sonees 102

8. Three Easy Steps to Shape Our Futures
BIE=SF MIIERIR/ RME -oeesvomsonssonuns soe svuvansvnsavesass onn 120



9. The Economics of Happiness

10. Be a Bumblebee and Soar to the Heavens

11. To Hold Accountable in Life

12. Put Your Journey of Life in Perspective

FHRESEAERE, B8 « FRBI oo 190

13. Opportunity, Dream, Success

14. In Search of Riches Beyond Belief (Excerpt)

15. What Qualities Distinguish All Leaders? (Excerpt)
gﬁ%%ﬁ%{ﬂﬁ:&ﬁ? (TTHE)/ AP MR v 256

WX Z RiaR

16. Find a Voice of Your Own
HAHCOWES/ 43« B EAM e 280

17. An Actor’s Own Words

2



18. Life is Short, Make Your Own Decision
HEaEE Hoz®E TR ki

19. Make Your Own Opportunity
HNECBIENS/ Zikk - EA

20. Stay True to Who You Are
FiEAfE/ AWLH - BRTL

21. Sail Away Even if the Waters Are Choppy
YNE P IR D EEHILTERT SUF « BB E coeeeerer oo eee oo

- 322

- 336

- 352

370

22. Trade Easy Pleasures for More Complex and Challenging Ones

RN IRFEURR/ A8 « KT

- 386

23. To Dream More,Learn More,Care More and Be More

£ £33 ZRiE O ZEN/ $FH - M

24. You Will Be a Huge Success
KTESKEEAN 244 - 2H %

25. How Can I Serve? (Excerpt)
RAfAIEDTER? (TTiE)/ &% - F - KX

26. A New Life Is to Change by Ourselves
BAVRCIEH LG/ Mt - KIS

- 400

- 414

- 434

- 448



*% IBOR AR

LA K RS E R I i, AT
Zh. 5EEERHFNTEAR; ~EaEZE/R,
HHEH L/ .

—— 73 - E. #i

A B RATT R TE B 246 O B2 (5 R 5 0
IR, BN, RS R EECNAE.,
kB AR RED

0] B S A AN % B4R 1T L RO R B A TR
., AERAKBMmBERER., B —#, K
Wt AR K IER] .

— #HH - EZNE



BABBREMRSH

MINGREN MINGXIAO YANJIANG JINGCUIT

Go for Your Dreams
Al Gore
Speech at Union University

April 10, 2000

President Dockery. Vice President Duduit, faculty, family,
and friends:

This is a special day for our family. because Union has al-
ways been a special place for our family. My uncle Everett,
who passed away last year, went to Union. My uncle Whit’s
wife, Nell LaFon, taught at Union. My mother has always said
that her greatest regret is that she never actually received her
Union diploma.

I'm told this is only the second time in Union’s 177 years
that you have granted a Baccalaureate Degree to someone who
did not complete his or her coursework here. The truth is, my
mother not only skipped forward to law school. she earned her
Union degree through a much harder course. She earned it
through a lifetime of service to others.

My mother was born into a poor family here in West Ten-
nessee — at a time when poor girls weren’t supposed to dream.
Her parents had married when they were just seventeen. Nei-
ther of them had the chance to get the education they wanted.

Her father ran a small country store in Cold Corner — in the
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First District of Weakley County in Northwest Tennessee — a
store that went bust during the Great Depression®” .

What motivated my mother to strive on was not the dream
of money, but the dream of opportunity. As a young girl, she
was deeply troubled by stories my grandfather told her about his
struggle to help my grandmother and my great-grandmother in-
herit land that was rightly theirs. Instead, it went entirely to
their brothers. Women weren’t supposed to own land in those
days. They certainly weren’t supposed to go to college. Those
inequalities made a deep impression on my mother. So she set
out to change them.

She started her education in a one-room schoolhouse in
Cold Corner. And in her words, “it never occurred to me that I

couldn’t go to college. I just knew it was up to me to find a

”»

way.

She did find a way. She got a $ 100 loan from the Jackson
Rotary Club — which she later repaid. She enrolled at Union in
the fall of 1931, waiting tables at Miss Snipes’ Restaurant in
downtown Jackson to help pay her way. She insisted on bringing
her blind sister, my aunt Thelma, with her to Union. She took
notes and read lessons for both of them — something that would
have been nearly impossible without the kindness and goodwill
of her professors.

A lot has changed at Union since my mother’s time. Back
then, it was a small college with about 700 students, most of
them from West Tennessee. Today it’s a university with more
than 2,500 students from all across America. Back then, street-
cars cost a nickel®, taxis anywhere in Jackson cost a dime, and

a year’s tuition at Union was just ninety-nine dollars. Today —
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well, let’s just say that tuition is a bit more than ninety-nine
dollars.

A lot has changed in America as well. When my mother
enrolled at Union, it wasn’t long after women had won the
right to vote in this country. The Tennessee Valley Authority®
hadn’t even been created. Herbert Hoover” was still in the
White House, and millions of Americans faced crushing pover-
ty.

There weren’t many opportunities for a poor girl like Paul-
ine LaFon to get an education. But she dreamed of becoming a
lawyer. And despite all the obstacles before her, she refused to
let go of that dream. So after two years at Union, my mother
came to Nashville and enrolled at Vanderbilt Law School.

This time, she scraped her way through by waiting tables at
the old Andrew Jackson Hotel, working for 25-cent tips. She
lived at the downtown YWCA® for two dollars a week, took a
trolley to her morning classes, and then rushed back to the An-
drew Jackson for the dinner shift.

That’s where she met my father, who had just started YM-
CA night law school — even as he worked as Smith County Su-
perintendent of Schools, and each day had to wake up well be-
fore dawn to tend his crops. Every night. after a long day of
work and study. he faced an hour’s drive to return from Nash-
ville to Carthage on old Highway 70. So he went looking for
coffee — and he found it at the Andrew Jackson. He loved to
tell the story of how the coffee didn’t taste good unless it was
poured by that beautiful young woman named Pauline LaFon.

From the day they met, my parents were partners. They

studied together for the bar exam and passed it on the same
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day. In fact, I remember them joking about who got the higher
grade. If I interpreted the jokes correctly, my mother did.

When my mother graduated from Vanderbilt, it was virtu-
ally impossible for a woman to find a legal job in Nashville. So
she left for Texarkana, and put up her shingle. As far as we
know, she was the only female attorney in Texarkana at the
time — there were not very many in the entire nation. She
practiced oil and gas law, and also took on divorce cases — un-
precedented for a female attorney back then. The next year, my
father persuaded her to come back as his wife. Soon after, he
decided to run for Congress in the old Fourth District.

At that time, politicians’ wives stayed far in the back-
ground. My father wanted my mother right up front with him.
And my mother took as her role model Eleanor Roosevelt” —
who had made it respectable for women to be involved in a cam-
paign. And so. in my mother’s own words, “off I went, almost
charting a new course.”

It was lucky for my father that she did. There will never be
a better campaigner than Pauline LaFon Gore.

In that first campaign, my mother would talk with any vot-
er she could find, and speak at any club meeting that would
have her. She’d heard that in another election, the candidate
had lost by just thirteen votes. So whenever she got tired, she
kept thinking to herself, “thirteen votes.” She walked the dirt
roads of the district — from Franklin County to Clay County,
and all points in between. On rainy days, she’d ‘pull off her
shoes and wade through the mud to reach people’s homes.

That year, a lot of people supported my father’s campaign

because they saw my mother’s heart — how she listened to people,
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how she understood their concerns, and how she could speak
with anyone. The people she met on all those early campaigns
formed a powerful personal bond of friendship with her, and
many of them have helped our family for decades. Some of
them are helping me in this election — more than half a century
later.

It was in 1952, during my father’s first race for the Senate,
that my mother’s political skills truly came to the rescue. Some
of you have heard me tell the story before.

My father was challenging a powerful incumbent, Senator
Kenneth D. McKellar, who was the Chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee. McKellar sought to remind the vot-
ers of his power to bring money to the state with his omnipresent
slogan:“The thinking feller votes McKellar.” My father would
never allow his supporters to tear down those McKellar signs.
And so my mother came up with the perfect solution. Every
time we found a sign that said “The thinking feller votes McKel-
lar”, we put a new sign directly underneath it: “Think some
more and vote for Gore”. Without that slogan, he might not
have won the race. And by the way, mom — I'm still waiting
for this year’s slogan.

My mother has shown that same talent and tenacity in my
campaigns. She used to tell a story about my first race in 1976,
when an old friend and supporter of my father’s came up to her
and said: “Mrs. Gore, if your son is as good as his old man,
we’ll be for him.” To which my mother replied that she had
trained us both — and had done a better job on me, for she’d
corrected some mistakes.

Of course, my mother was much more than a campaigner.
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