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One night Henry
and Henry’s father
and Henry’s big dog Mudge |’

were watching TV.




Suddenly Mudge ran
to the door
( ( and barked.




|

Henry’s father opened
the door. Sitting

on the steps was
the shabbiest cat

Henry had ever seen.




It had a saggy belly,

skinny legs,

and fur that looked like
mashed prunes.

Henry and Henry’s father
and Henry’s big dog Mudge
stood in the door

and looked at the shabby cat.
“Hey kitty,” said Henry.
“Are you sure it’s a kitty?”
said Henry’s father.






“It might be a stray,”

Henry said, petting it.
“It has to be,” said Henry’s father.
“That is the shabbiest cat

I have ever seen.”




@ He carried the cat

into the house while

Henry and Mudge followed.
Mudge’s tail was wagging hard.
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“This cat looks like
mashed prunes,” said Henry.

“But it’s nice.”
“Nice for a disaster,”

said Henry’s father.
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The three of them watched
as the cat drank three

bowls of milk in a row.
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