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The Folk Songs of Kaiping: A Summary

The folk songs of Kaiping are an ancient and unique art-form of the Kaip-

ing region the home of so many overseas Chinese. They are deeply loved
by the people, and particularly by the overseas Chinese. They have passed from
person to person over the years orally —— from mouth to ear to memory. The
ability to sing these songs brought prestige. Even if one has left Kaiping to
live far away from his hometown in a strange land, these folk-songs would still
form a pleasant part of life, and would still mould character and thought.

The Folk Songs of Kaiping comprises a substantial collection of the folk
songs to be found circulating among the people of Kaiping, and especially those
found in old song-books of folk songs. They have been arranged systematically,
in a first attempt to make an academic research on the historical development
of the folk songs of Kaiping.

The book has been compiled to provide a popularized reading-book for the
texts of the songs, in the hope of providing common knowledge about sorts of
readers, so as lo enable them to learn about the history and present situation.
Furthermore, it facilitates the inheritance and development of the folk songs, en-
riches the people’s cultural life and plays a more active role in promoting the
prosperity of folk culture.
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