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About the Author

Lin Hongxin, senior landscape engineer, was born in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province in 1937. He is
a master artist of Chinese pot plant and miniature landscape art, president of Hongxin Limited
Corporation of Landscape Architecture of Zhejiang, president of Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape
World of Shenzhen East Lake Park, Guest professor of Nanjing Forestry University, lifetime honorary
chairman of Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Artist Society of Wenzhou, Chief of Expert Group of
Pot Plant and Stone Appreciation Branch of Shenzhen Landscape Architecture Association.

He is chief compiler of the books Appreciation of China’s Wenzhou Camellia and the
Making and Appreciation of Potted Tree and Stone Art. In collaboration with others, he made
series of CD on China’s Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art and published some books on
landscape architecture such as City Ecology and Three-dimensional Forestation. He was the project
leader of and the person responsible for the accomplishment of nearly a dozen projects, such as
“Design and Building of Roof Gardens”, “the Importation and Cultivation of Excellent, New and
colorful Species of Forestation Trees”, etc., winning many times prices for Advancement of Science and
Technology.

In order to usher in Hong Kong’s return to China, Hongxin Limited Corporation of Landscape
Architecture of Zhejiang, in cooperation with Shenzhen East Lake Park, created in 1997 the Pot Plant
and Miniature Landscape World of East Lake Park. Since the establishment of it, They have
participated in dozens of national and local exhibitions, winning more than 120 medals. In the Pot
Plant and Miniature Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake Park, they staged many exhibitions of pot
plant art, held training sessions on pot plant art and provided chances for international pot plant art
exchanges. In 2002, Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake Park was named
one of “the eight top ecological scenic spots in Shenzhen”. In 2005, Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake Park was listed as one of “the most famous gardens of China’s

pot plants and miniature landscape”.
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Foreword

On October 28, 2011, I was very pleased to hear the report from Beihai, Guangxi Province that
Professor Lin Hongxin, the one who established the Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape World of
Shenzhen East Lake Park, was awarded the glorious title “Master of Chinese Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape Art”.

It is quite natural for Prof. Lin Hongxin to win the award. He is in the first place a botanist. His
wife , Chen Xizhi, nicknamed “Queen of Camellias” married her husband and dedicated her life with
him to the cause of forestation of our country. In the upsurge of China’s reform and opening up to the
outside world, they established in Wenzhou Hongxin Limited Corporation of Landscape Architecture.
They came to Shenzhen in their 60’s and established in Shenzhen the Pot Plant and Miniature Land-
scape World of East Lake Park.

I received a telephone call yesterday and got to know that the master artist Lin Hongxin’s new
book Chinese Potted Tree and Stone Art was to be published soon, for which I was invited to write a
foreword. Nine years ago, | wrote a foreword for his first book the Making and Appreciation of Pot
Tree and Stone Art. When I read the new book’s contents and what it says in each chapter, I feel that
it is really an outstanding book. Aside from actual examples in artistic creations, maintenance and
management, and appreciation of excellent works of potted trees and stones, the book contains such
chapters as “history and development of potted trees and stones”, “creation principles of potted trees
and stones”, etc..

As a master artist, Prof. Lin Hongxin has an independent conception of artistic creation, never
echoing, following or mimicking others, which is admirable. In his creations, he upholds the idea of
learning from nature, giving different treatment to the major and the minor, combining the real with
surreal, and giving regard to both strength and suppleness, which has infiltrated his artistic works.

His quality and character as a master artist have been displayed in his contribution to the times
and to the development of society. Since its establishment, the Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape
World of Shenzhen East Lake Park has received more that a hundred thousand visitors,and its pot
plant and miniature landscape works have been sold to many areas including Southeast Asia and Hong
Kong. For many years, Lin Hongxin has invariably participated in, supported and given selfless help to

whatever causes that can promote the furtherance of China’s art and culture and enhance the
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development of pot plant and miniature landscape art. Today, the Pot Plant and Miniature Landseape
“World he established in Shenzhen has been listed as one of “the most famous gardens of China’s pot -
“plants and miniature landscape”.
Now, at a time not far away from the Spring Festival, I'd like to extend to master artist Lin
Hongxin my best wishes, expecting that in the coming year, he will add brilliance to his present

splendor and make still more contributions.

By Su Benyi
Former Chairman of Chinese Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Artist Society
General Councilor of Flowers, Pot Plants and Miniature Landscape Art Magazine
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Preface

As is recorded in history books, pot plant and miniature landscape art originated in China’s Tang
Dynasty and branched into two categories in Song Dynasty: potted trees and potted water and mountain
landscapes. In the long history of their evolution, with the booming development of pot plant and
miniature landscape, with the increasingly more abundant materials for the making of pot plant and
miniature landscape, with the higher demand of the people for the new forms of pot plant and miniature
landscape art and with the incessant innovative work of the creators on the basis of inheriting
traditional methods in creating pot plant and miniature landscape works, new categories have come into
being. Currently there are six major types: potted trees, potted water and mountain landscapes, potted
trees and stones, potted bamboos and grass, microscopic pot plants and landscape and grotesque-
shaped pot plant and miniature landscape.

Potted trees and stones is the unique one of the six major types. It combines in a delicate and
natural way the characteristic excellence of potted trees with that of potted water and mountain
landscapes, which puts into an ordinary-sized pot myriads of forms of natural world by scaling down
trees and stones and by presenting scenery in which the trees and stones are mutually reliant, showing
both strength and flexibility. In works of potted trees and stones, the natural beauty of trees in the
wildness and the delightful serenity of seclusion characteristic of strange rocks and grotesque stones
are displayed in shapes close to life, creating an artistic form which is natural, endearing and easily
acceptable to the people. Mr. Su Benyi, Former Chairman of Chinese Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape Artist Society once made complimentary remarks on the potted trees and stones: this type of
art can display more fully the artistic features of poetic and graphic touches of Chinese pot plant and
miniature landscape. It integrates water, mountains and trees into one, enhancing the function of
expressing thematic ideas to the full..., producing in people’s mind a marvelous serenity and delight,
which is apt to rouse echoes from viewers.

The book focuses on the introduction of creation principles of Chinese pot plant and miniature
works and of the shaping, types of design, material selection, creation process, maintenance and
management, etc.. The book also illusirates one by one in the form of pictures the process of making
some of the potted trees and stones, with emphasis on the works created by Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake Park and on the excellent works created by some famous
master artists in China.

Mr. Su Benyi,honorary chairman of the Fifth Council of Chinese Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape Artist Society and former chairman of Chinese Potted Flowers,wrote the foreword for this

book. Moreover, in the course of writing this book, we have received invaluable support and help from
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Chen Xizhi, the legal person of Hongxin Limited Corporation of Landscape Architecture of Zhejiang,
and Zhong Jinan, China’s prominent pot plant and miniature landscape artist. The well-known
photographer of Shenzhen, Huang Yuhuang,helped to take the pictures and many famous pot plant
and miniature artists in China provided us with some of the pictures contained in the book. Yu Hai,
Sun Shouzhuang, Wang Xiao, etc., have made their contribution to this book. Here we want to express
our sincere thanks to all those mentioned above.

Owing to the limitations on the part of compilers, the book may contain errors or improper

elements. Here we earnestly request the corrections from its readers.

By the compilers
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