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Education

PartI Reading for Information

» Pre-Reading Questions

=t

. What do you wish someone had told you at your high school graduation ceremony?

N

. Do mandatory reading lists, especially those followed by a test, really
promote reading?

w

. How do you understand the writer’s paradoxical remark "Now that you're
leaving school, you can finally go about getting an education.” (Para. 4)?

Text
' The Graduation Advice I Never
| Got ... but Wish I Had
By Tucker Carlson
brace oneself for (3 F I Across the country, college seniors are bracing themselves
AV B for the most excruciating rite of spring: the commencement
U ET a2 _ ,
excruciating ficsknefrettag/ address. We all know the routine. Someone with a famous
adj. XEBA; HAE name will strut onstage and spout banalities. “The world
.t A ) . . 0 ”
i A awaits ... you’re a special generation ... go save the planet ...
commencement
/ka'mensmoant/ n. 2l 383 Blah, blah, blah.
strut /strat/ v. BiE® SHHE 2 What a wasted opportunity. If only those commencement
spout /spavt/ v. {& 5 A4 i 7 .
banality /bonzlity/ n. i speakers would say a few things that are practical and useful.
3] Maybe something like this:

10 3 Greetings, graduates. And congratulations. Today you
confines /kan'famnz/ . 75 will emerge from the nurturing confines of academia to face
Scademia /“;‘Zﬁi““j"/ Lhl the real world. You will think of your school every month

RF FARERE
o lamne) v gl of for many years to come as you take call after call asking you
alumnus) (%) #&& to contribute to the alumni fund — even as you are writing

2 Student’s Book
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humongous checks to pay off the 25,000 dollars you owe in
student loans.

4 But look on the bright side. Now that you’re leaving
school, you can finally go about getting an education. To
help you start, here are a few recommendations for life after
college:

5 Spend time with people who aren’t like you. From
day one, you got an earful about your school’s commitment
to “diversity”. So you were probably surprised to find your
campus to be among the most segregated environments in
America, with different racial groups possibly being shunted
into separate orientations, separate graduation ceremonies,
even separate sections of the cafeteria. You may have been
confused, too, by the rhetoric of your professors, who may
have claimed simultaneously that there are no differences at
all between the races, and that the differences between the
races must at all costs be celebrated and preserved.

6 Face it, real diversity was almost nowhere to be found.
And I don’t just mean the racial kind. Where was intellectual
diversity when the classroom was an exercise in group think?
Try finding a conservative professor — it’s easier to spot a
yeti. Challenge the orthodox views of political correctness
and you’ll get labeled some pretty nasty things..

7  Only now, after college, can you really benefit from
diversity. Start by getting to know people whose skin is a
different color from yours. Surround yourself with friends of
every political stripe, and listen to them respectfully. And get
to know others in very different professions. Too often, after
choosing a career, people wind up learning more and more
about less and less. Don’t fall into that trap. Keep broadening
your horizons by seeking out real diversity.

8  Read for pleasure. This may strike you as odd advice
since you’ve been reading books for years now. If you
hadn’t cracked a few, you wouldn’t be here. But the tomes
that you’ve plowed through have titles like The Invention of
Heterosexuality and The Social Construction of Freaks (yes,

they’re from actual college reading lists). No wonder you

humongous /hju:'mangas/
adj. {f&) Hhk#y

get an earful 17K %, 04
AR

shunt /[ant/ v. 47 ifi

rhetoric /retorik/ n. TEFR
HE ESHE R

. yeti fjetr/ n. (B HHELET)

ZEA
orthodox /a:6adoks/ adj. 1E
E2 e

stripe /stratp/ n. 2%, 25l

tome /tovm/ n. Kk

heterosexuality
[hetarausseksjo'zelaty/ n.
s

freak /frik/ n. SAIEFRIA
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