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KHON FAMILY

THE ROYAL FAMILY THAT FOUNDED AUSPICIOUS SAKYA
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Statue of Kunga Nyingpo, the first Patriarch of Sakya Order

ANTCLOT2HE R R — K, DER RN T B e ot AIAA (1034-1102) uh4E4L5
S L LT, B e R A S0 1 AR R ARt 1Lk — Sk b, LRI —
WL, ZH DG, R R AT TR At K X R Y SR %
Frg) e A et i dd — REpl =F, KRGS AR #. Tk, DA
(i) 3 R b b R B RIS (2 B i b2 400 2 Gl oty A PO SR 3, 3RS [A) & . B
Je iR P AN i AR TERI-CAMA AR TERS TR E W, RAJT RS . 2761073
I CIEREY TN il KA Ak Baz b, ol de . & s,
PEVERTIE TR, mOE S “pE T, SRRIEAE e, i SRR
Fro BEhe ot EIAA LS AR 5% B IS A

EHE 1
Auspicious Sakya



2

7130 (F1) . 238 (&) .

Statues of First, Second, and Third Patriarch of Sakya Order

| Auspicious Sakya

One day in 1072, Konchog Gyalpo (1034-1102), a descendant of
Tibetan noble Khon Family, stood on the peak of Mt. Grabolung,
overlooking the Ponpori Hills. It seemed to him that the Ponpori
Hills were actually a sleeping elephant, whose ‘belly’ was a grey-
colored slope gleaming silvery light, at the bottom of which ran
the Trom Chu River, Konchong Gyalpo was obsessed with the
auspicious scene, thinking that founding a monastery here must
be beneficent to Buddhism and sentient beings. Thereupon,
willing to buy the land, Konchong Gyalpo made a request to

the landowner and local seignior, which was permitted. Next,

he consulted residents of 4 monk villages and 7 secular villa

where villagers were positive to have this project. In 1073 A.D,
on the day with first-quarter moon in the mid-autumn month
of Tibetan calendar, a new monastery was established on the
north bank of Trom Chu River next to Ponpori Hills, whose
Tibetan name was Sakya Monastery, which is the Northern Sakya
Monastery today. Sakya means “pale earth” in Tibetan language,

and Khon Konchog Gyalpo became the first of Sakya Khon family
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Shape of a Lying-Elephant
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After the death of Konchog Gyalpo, his son Kunga Nyingpo
(1092-1158) became the head of the monastery. Kunga Nyingpo
was an erudite scholar, who then polished the Sakya doctrines
to be comprehensive, leading to the advent of Sakyapa (Sakya
School), while Kunga Nyingpo was honored as “Sachen” (or “Great
Sakyapa), as well as the first of the five Venerable Supreme Masters
of Sakya Order (Namely, the First Patriarch).The head of Sakya
Order has descended within both royal lineage of Khon family,
and Sakya lineage of Buddhist Teachers. Sonam Tsemo, the

second son of Kunga Nyingpo, succeeded his father and became

the Second Patriarch; his third son, Drakpa Gyaltsen, took charge
of Sakya School for 57 years as the third great master, and his
grandson Kunga Gyeltsen (1182-1251, the eldest son of Palchen
Opo, who was Kunga Nyingpo’s fourth son) became the fourth
one, Kunga Gyeltsen was an eminent figure of Sakya School, who

was commonly known as Sakya Pandita.
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Magnificent Mansions of Sakya Monastery under Ponpori Hills
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Buddhist Activities Dharma assembly with a history of thousand years
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Seasons alternate in the calmness of Sakya
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Deferential Sakya Monk

In early 13'h century, the rising Mongolian clans under commands

of Genghis Khan conquered the central plains of China and

founded a new superpower. In

244,

Mongolian Prince

Godan

(a grandson of Genghis Khan) sent an “invitation” to Sakya

Pandita to negotiate with him the Mongolian authorities over

libetan clans. Sakya Pandita with two of his nephews

(1235-1280) and Chana Dorje(1239-1267 met Godan

Phagspa

in 1247

(at Liangzhou) and finally conse d
and monks of various schools to submi
1t the invitation of Kublai Khan, Phagsy
an Mountains. In 1260 Kl
of Mongolian Empire (later tl p
Ph a was granted the title of " list
Pre tor, the spiritual leader of all sche
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Descending with ancient traditions of Khon Family

In 1265, Phagspa was commissioned to expand Northern Sakya
Monastery back in Tibet. In 1267, the central government gained
the jurisdiction over Tibet, and ordained a “Ponchen” (Chief
Officer) at Northern Sakya Monastery to control the local regimes.
I'hus, the provincial regime “Sakya Dynasty” was established,
whereupon Tibet was officially under control of Yuan Dynasty

through feudal lordships. With the efforts of Sakya Pandita and

Dharma King Phagspa, Tibet eventually concluded its 400-year

division, which was a huge contribution in terms of the unity of

China.

=
Auspicious Sal



TR

o AT
i i)




SRR B/
SRS IR 2 PR

A PALACE OF MANDALA

THE MAGNIFICENT ARCHITECTURE HARBORING GLEAMING SAKYA
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The Walls of Sakya Monastery were painted mainly by red, white, and indigo, which respectively
represents Manjusri, Avalokiteshvara and Vajrapani. The monastery comprises of two parts—the
Northern monastery, and southern monastery—separated by Trom Chu river. The half on north-bank is
called the Northern Sakya Monastery, which are scattered up and down on the slopes of Ponpori Hills,
while the Southern Sakya Monastery stands solemnly on the flat land down in the valley. In 1961, Sakva
Monastery was proclaimed as National Historic Site & Cultural Heritage under State Protection by the
State Council.



