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Text 1

Pronouncing a language is a skill. Every normal person is expert in the skill of pro-
nouncing his own language, but few people are even moderately proficient at pronouncing
foreign languages. Now there are many reasons for this, some obvious, some perhaps not
so obvious. But I suggest that the fundamental reason why people in general do not speak
foreign languages very much better than they do is that they fail to grasp the true nature of
the problem of learning to pronounce, and consequently never set about dealing with it in
the right way. Far too many people fail to realize that pronouncing a foreign language is a
skill, one that needs careful training of a special kind, and one that cannot be acquired by
just leaving it to take care of itself. I think even teachers of language, while recognizing the
importance of a good accent, tend to neglect, in their practical teaching, the branch of
study concerned with speaking the language. So the first point I want to make is that Eng-
lish pronunciation must be taught; the teacher should be prepared to devote some of the
lesson time to this, and his whole attitude to the subject should get the student to feel that
here is a matter worthy of receiving his close attention. So, there should be occasions when
other aspects of English, such as grammar or spelling, are allowed for the moment to take
second place.

Apart from this question of the time given to pronunciation, there are two other re-
quirements for the teacher: the first, knowledge; the second, technique.

It is important that the teacher should be in possession of the necessary informa-
tion. This can generally be obtained from books. It is possible to get from books some idea
of the mechanics of speech, and of what we call general phonetic theory. It is also possible
in this way to get a clear mental picture of the relationship between the sounds of different
languages, between the speech habits of English people and those, say, of your

students. Unless the teacher has such a picture, any comments he may make on his
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students’ pronunciation are unlikely to be of much use, and lesson time spent on pronunci-
ation may well be time wasted. (JE[]K2# 2014 4EiA80)

1. According to the passage, pronouncing foreign languages.

A. few people are extremely good at

B. even modern people are not good at

C. only a few people are somewhat good at

D. few people are at the average level in

2. According to the author, pronunciation is a skill that can NOT be

A. picked up without conscious training

B. trained consciously

C. taught

D. carefully trained

3. The italicized “the branch of study” in Para. 1 refers to

A. accent

B. pronunciation

C. the learning of spoken English

D. both A and B

4. In the author’s opinion,

A. grammar is less important than pronunciation

B. grammar and spelling should always make room for pronunciation

C. grammar and spelling are sometimes less important than pronunciation

D. grammar is more important than spelling

5. Which of the following best states the main idea of the passage?

A. The difficulty and importance of pronunciation.

B. The difficulty and the teaching requirements concerning pronunciation.

C. The significance and the teaching methods of pronunciation.

D. The difficulty and features of pronunciation.
Text 2

What will man be like in the future—in 5,000 or even 50,000 years from now? We can
only make a guess, of course, but we can be sure that he will be different from what he is
today. For man is slowly changing all the time.

Let us take an obvious example. Man, even five hundred years ago, was shorter than
he is today. Now, on average, men are about three inches taller. Five hundred years is a
relatively short period of time, so we may assume that man will continue to grow taller.

Again, in the modern world we use our brains a great deal. Even so, we still make
use of only about 20% of the brain’s capacity. As time goes on, however, we shall have to

use our brains more and more, and eventually we shall need larger ones! This is likely to
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bring about a physical change too: the head, in particular the forehead, will grow larger.

Nowadays our eyes are in constant use. In fact, we use them so much that very often
they become weaker and we have to wear glasses. But over very long period of time it is
likely that man’s eyes will grow stronger.

On the other hand, we tend to make less use of our arms and legs. These, as a result,
are likely to grow weaker. At the same time, however, our fingers will grow more sensi-
tive because they are used a great deal in modern life.

But what about hair? This will probably disappear from the body altogether in course
of time because it does not serve a useful purpose any longer. In the future, then, both se-
xes are likely to be bald!

Perhaps all this gives the impression that future man will not be a very attractive crea-
ture to look at! This may well be true. All the same, in spite of all these changes, future
man will still have a lot in common with us. He will still be a human being, with thoughts
and emotions similar to our own. (JE[JK2 2014 45280

1. The passage tells us about

A. how man'’s life will be in the future

B. how future man will look like

C. the fact that man’s organs will function differently in the future

D. the fact that man is growing uglier as time passes

2. There is evidence that man is changing —

A. man has been growing taller over the past five hundred years

B. man has got stronger eyes now than he ever had

C. man'’s hair is getting thinner and thinner

D. man’s limbs are growing weaker because he tends to make less use of them

3. Man'’s forehead will grow larger because

A. he still makes use of only about 20% of the brain’s capacity

B. the othex 80% of his brain will grow in due time

C. he had rather narrow forehead a few hundred years ago

D. he will have to use his brain more and more as time goes on

4. Future man will probably

A. have smaller eyes

B. have larger eyes

C. see better

D. have to wear better glasses

5. The reason for believing that future man will be different is that he

A. is always growing

B. never stops changing

C. hopes for a change

D. will live a different life
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Text 3

Most episodes of absent-mindedness—forgetting where you left something or wonder-
ing why you just entered a room—are caused by a simple lack of attention, says Schacter.
“You're supposed to remember something. but you haven’t encoded it deeply. ”

Encoding, Schacter explains, is a special way of paying attention to an event that has
a major impact on recalling it later. Failure to encode properly can create annoying situa-
tions. If you put your mobile phone in a pocket, for example., and don't pay attention to
what you did because you're involved in a conversation, you'll probably forget that the
phone is in the jacket now hanging in your wardrobe. *Your memory itself isn't failing
you,” says Schacter. “Rather, you didn’t give your memory system the information it
needed. ”

Lack of interest can also lead to absent-mindedness. “A man who can recite sports
statistics from 30 years ago,” says Zelinski, “may not remember to drop a letter in the
mailbox. ” Women have slightly better memories than men, possibly because they pay
more attention to their environment, and memory relies on just that.

Visual cues can help prevent absent-mindedness, says Schacter. “But be sure the cue
is clear and available,” he cautions. If you want to remember to take a medication with
lunch, put the pill bottle on the kitchen table— don’t leave it in the medicine chest and
write yourself a note that you keep in a pocket.

Another common episode of absent-mindedness: walking into a room and wondering
why you're there. Most likely, you were thinking about something else. “Everyone does
this from time to time,” says Zelinski. The best thing to do is to return to where you were
before entering the room, and you'll likely remember. (J&[ ] K2~ 2014 4F380)

1. Why does the author think that encoding properly is very important?

A. It helps us understand our memory system better.

B. It enables us to recall something from our memory.

C. It expands our memory capacity considerably.

D. It slows down the process of losing our memory.

2. One possible reason why women have better memories than men is that

A. they have a wider range of interests

B. they are more reliant on the environment

C. they have an unusual power of focusing their attention

D. they are more interested in what's happening around them

3. A note in the pocket can hardly serve as a reminder because

A. it will easily get lost

B. it’s not clear enough for you to read

C. it's out of your sight
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D. it might get mixed up with other things

4. What do we learn from the last paragraph?

A. If we focus our attention on one thing, we might forget another.
B. Memory depends to a certain extent on the environment.

C. Repetition helps improve our memory.

D. If we keep forgetting things, we’d better return to where we were.
5. What is the passage mainly about?

A. The process of gradual memory loss.

B. The causes of absent-mindedness.

C. The impact of the environment on memory.

D. A way of encoding and recalling.
Text 4

A considerable part of Facebook's appeal stems from its miraculous fusion of distance
with intimacy, or the illusion of distance with the illusion of intimacy. Our online communi-
ties become engines of self-image, and self-image becomes the engine of community. The
real danger with Facebook is not that it allows us to isolate ourselves, but that by mixing
our appetite for isolation with our vanity, it threatens to alter the very nature of soli-
tude. The new isolation is not of the kind that Americans once idealized, the lonesomeness
of the proudly nonconformist, independent-minded, solitary stoic, or that of the astronaut
who blasts into new worlds. Facebook’s isolation is a grind. What’s truly staggering about
Facebook usage is not its volume—750 million photographs uploaded over a single week-
end—but the constancy of the performance it demands. More than half its users—and one
of every 13 people on Earth is a Facebook user—log on every day. Among 18-to-34-year-
olds, nearly half check Facebook minutes after waking up, and 28 percent do so before get-
ting out of bed. The relentlessness is what is so new, so potentially transforma-
tive. Facebook never takes a break. We never take a break. Human beings have always crea-
ted elaborate acts of self-presentation. But not all the time, not every morning, before we
even pour a cup of coffee.

Nostalgia for the good old days of disconnection would not just be pointless, it would
be hypocritical and ungrateful. But the very magic of the new machines, the efficiency and
elegance with which they serve us, obscures what isn't being served: everything that mat-
ters. What Facebook has revealed about human nature—and this is not a minor revelation—
is that a connection is not the same thing as a bond, and that instant and total connection is
no salvation, no ticket to a happier, better world or a more liberated version of humani-
ty. Solitude used to be good for self-reflection and self-reinvention. But now we are left
talking about who we are all the time, without ever really thinking about who we

are. Facebook denies us a pleasure whose profundity we had underestimated: the chance to
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