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The United Kingdom

Britain comprises Great Britain (England, Wales and
Scotland) and Northern Ireland, and is one of the 12 member
states of the European Community. Its full name is the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Britain constitutes the greater part of the British Isles. .
The largest of the islands is Great Britain. The next largest
comprises Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. Westen
Scotland is fringed by the large archipelago known as the He-
brides and to the north east of the Scottish mainland are
Orkney ana Shetland. All these have administrative ties with
the mainland, but the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea and the
Channel Islands between Great Britain and France are largely
selfgoverning, and are not part of the United Kingdom.

With an area of some 242 500 sq kn (93 600 sq miles),
Britain is just under 1, 000 km (some 600 miles) from the
south coast to the extreme morth of Scotland and just under
500 km (some 300 miles) across in the widest part.

According to preliminary results of the April 1991 census,-

Britain’s population is 55. 5 million. It ranks seventeenth in the
| world in terms of population. The British population is expect-
ed, on mid1989 based projections, to be 59. 2 million in 2001
and 60 million in 2011. :

The word ‘Britain’ derives from Greek and Latin names
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probably stemming from a Caltic original. Although in the pre-
historic time-scale the Celts were relatively late arrivals in the
British Isles (following cultures which had produced such no-
table monuments as the stone circles of Avebury and Stone-
henge), only with them does Britain emerge into recorded his-
tory. The term ‘Celtic” is often used rather generally to distin-
guish the early inhabitants of the British Isles from the later
Anglo-Saxon invaders

Roman rule lasted for over 300 years from AD 43. The fi-
nal Roman withdrawal in 408 followed a period of increasing
disorder during.which the island began to be raided by Angles,
Saxons and Jutes from morthern Europe. It is from the Angles
that: the name ‘England” derives. In the next two centuries
the raids turned into settlement and a number of small king-
doms were established. The Britons maintained an independent
existence in the areas now known as Wales and Cornwall. A-
mong these kingdoms. more gowerful ones emerged, claiming
overlordship over the whole country, first in the north
(Northumbria) , then in the midlands (Mercia) and finally in
the south (Wessex). However, further raids and settlement
by the Vikings from Scandinavia occurred, although in the
tenth century the Wessex dynasty defeated the invading Danes
and established a wide-ranging authority in England.

In 1066, the last successful invasion of England took
place. Duke William of Normandy drfeated the English at the
Battle of Hastings. Normans and others from France came to
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settle. French became the language of the mobility for the next
three centuries and the legal and, to some extent, social struc-
ture was influenced by that prevailing across the Channel.

Wales had remained a Celtic stronghold, although often
within the English sphere of influence. However. with the
death in battle in 1282 of Prince Llywelyn, Edward I launched
a successful campaign to bring Wales under English rule. Con-
tinued strong Welsh national feeling was indicated by the rising
led by Owain Glyndwr at the beginning of the fifteenth centu-
ry. The Acts of Union of 1536 and 1542 united England and
Wales administratively, politically and legally.

Scotland was mainly inhabited by the Picts. In the sixth
century. the Scots from Ireland (or ‘Scotia’ )settled in what is
now Argyll. Lothian was populated by the. English, while
Welsh Britons moved north to Strathclyde. During the ninth
century ,the various parts of Scotland united in defence against
the Vikings. The powerful monarchy which now existed in
England threatened Scottish independence throughout the Mid-
dle Ages.

The eventual unification of England and Scotland showed
that religious differences were now more important than old
national antagonisms. In England, Elizabeth I was succeeded
in 1603 by James VI of Scotland (James I of England). Even
so, England and Scotland remained separate during the seven-
teenth century, apart from an enforced period of unification

under Oliver Cromwell. In 1707, both countries, realising the
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benefits of closer political and economic union, agreed on a sin-
gleparliament for Great Britain. Scotland retained its own sys-
tem of law and church settlement. The Union became strained
during the reigns of the Protestant Hanoverians George I and
George 11, when two Jacobite risings attempted to restore the
Catholic Stuarts. :

A number of kingdoms had emerged in Ireland before the
Christian era. Ireland, however, did not escape the incurs\ions
of the Vikings. who dominated the country during the tenth
century. '

In 1169 Henry II of Englang launched an invasion of Ire-
land. He had been granted its dy;erlordship by the English Pope
Adrian 1V, who was anxious to bring the Irish church into full
obedience'to Rome. Although a large part of the country came
under the control &f Anglo—Nor’r‘nm‘magnates, little direct au-
thority was exercised from England during the Middle Ages.

The Tudor monarchs showed a much greater tendency to
intervene in Ireland. During the reign of Elizabeth I, a series
of campaigns was waged against Irish insurgents. The main fo-
cus of resistance was the northern province of Ulster. With the
collapse of this resistance and the flight of its leaders in 1607,
Ulster became an area of settlement by immigrants from Scot-
land and England. |

The English civil wars (1642-1952)led to further risings
in Ireland, which were crushed by Cromwell. There was more
fighting after the deposition of James II in 1688,
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During most of the eighteenth century there was an un-
easy peace: towards its end various efforts were made by
British governments to achieve stability. In 1782 the Irish Par-
liament (dating from medieval times) was given legislative in-
dependence; the only constitutional tie with Great Britain was
the Crown. The Parliament represented, however, only the
privileged Anglo-Irish minority and Catholics were excluded
from it. An abortive rebellion took place in 1789 and in 1801
Ireland was unified with Great Britain.

Although a nationalist rising in Dublin in 1916 was sup-
pressed, a guerrilla force known as the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) began operations against the British administration at
the end of the first world war. The Government of Ireland Act
1920 provided for the establishment of two home rule parlia-
ments, one in Dublin and the other in Belfast. The Act was
implemented in 1921in Northern Ireland, when six of the nine
counties of the province of Ulster received their own Parliament
and remained represented in, and subject to the supreme au-
thority of , the British Parliament. In the South the IRA con-
tinued to fight for independence from the British administra-
tion. After the signature of a truce in June, the Anglo-Irish
Treaty of December 1921 established the Irish: Free State,
which became a republic in 1949.

Although the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man are not
part of the United Kingdom, they have a special relationship
with it. The Channel Is lands were part of the Duchy of Nor-
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mandy in the tenth and eleventh centuries. The Isle of Man
was under the nominal sovereignty of Norway until 1266, and
eventually came under the direct administration of the Crown
in 1765. Today the territories have their own legislative assem-
blies and systems of law. The British Government is responsi-

ble for their defence and their international relations.
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THREE GOLD MEDALS FOR WILMA

The stands were packed. people from all over the world
were watching the greatest sports show of all —the Olympic
Games.

The next race was the women’s relay race, and it
promised to be an exciting one. Teams from six countries were
entered. The winning team would be champions of the world.

A hush spread over the crowd as the teams took their
places. All eyes turned to a tall. 20-year-old girl on the U.S.
team. She was Wilma Rudolph, the fourth and last runner for
the United States.

Already Wilma had earned gold medals for two races. She
had won the 100- and 200-meter dashes, and in the 100-meter,
dash she had set a new record. If the U.S. team won the re-
lay, each member would get a gold medal. Wilma would be the
first American woman to win three Olympic gold medals in
track
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The starting pistol cracked. The first runners shot from
their starting points. Relay sticks in their hands, they raced to
the second runners. The second runners, already moving,
grabbed the sticks and raced on. Now the third runners had
the sticks. And the runner for the U.S. team was in the lead |
She flashed toward Wilma. Already running, Wilma reached
for the stick. But it wobbled in her teammate’s hand. Wilma
had to stop to get a good hold on the stick]

That stop cost the U. S. its lead. A girl from Germany
was flying two steps ahead of Wilma. But Wilma burned up
that course. She caught up to the German girl. Then she
pulled ahead. Wilma burst the tape—in first place.

It was a wonderful victory, even more wonderful than you
might think. You see, for one third of her life, Wilma couldn’t
even walk | '

Wilma Rudolph was the youngest child in a big family.
Both parents worked to get enough money to raise the chil-
dren. The older boys and girls were healthy, but Wilma was
sick most of the time. She was barely walking at the age of
four. Then she became really ill and for weeks was near death.
Finally she pulled through. But she couldn’t move her left leg.
It seemed that the little girl would never walk.

But Wilma’s mother was going to give her a chance. She
wrapped Wilma in a blanket and took her by bus to a hospital
45 miles away. The doctors gave the little giri~ all kinds of
tests. Finally they said that rubbing the little girl’s leg might
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