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Preface

This book will take you into a world of piety and
solemnity — the churches.

Among all the Chinese cities, Shanghai is the one to
boast the largest number of churches. Although the four
centuries of church-building since the Virgin Mary Prayer
Hall in 1609 can't be reckoned as a long history, the
numerous churches have constituted one of the most
important architectural types of modern Shanghai. A lot
of renowned architects from China and abroad have
contributed their talent to the design of the churches,
leaving a memorable legacy to the city today: there are
18 historic churches now in the 632 heritage protection
sites in Shanghai.

Like the churches in Europe, the churches in Shanghai
provide services in religious congregation, education,
medicine and charity. However, unlike those in Europe,
the churches in Shanghai don't command the social
ideologies as they are far from the centers of urban
activities and secular lives. Compared with the other kinds
of public buildings in modern Shanghai, the churches
feature stronger influences of the local characters.

The churches of modern Shanghai are based on the
European prototypes but incorporate various adaptations
and developments that lead to a high level of diversity.
The European churches, mostly made of bricks in the
Romanesque stage and of stones in the medieval era,
usually have elaborate details. The churches of Shanghai,
on the other hand, are mostly made in a brick-and-
wood mixed structure and apply stones sparingly to key
positions and statues, in a way similar to a Romanesque
church. In a few important cathedrals, highly simplified
rose windows with stained glass can be found over
the main entrance. The Shanghai churches have mainly
dropped the European tradition of using frescoes and
have done without the catacombs of the European
medieval churches. The interior decoration is chiefly in the
Chinese style, Even the facades feature mainly localized
designs with added European elements, especially in
the churches built in the former Concessions and the
suburban areas.

Shanghai Church gives a thorough reference of the
church architecture of Shanghai by recapping the history of

Shanghai's church-building, illustrating the development of
Shanghai’s church architecture, and explaining the reasons
for the absence of the Latin cross plan — a hallmark of
the Western churches — in the Shanghai churches: the
diminished value of the altar, the functional deficiency
of the transept, and the considerations of limited land
use. As imitation mixed with localization in the church-
building of modern Shanghai, individual characters are
favored over general styles in the Shanghai churches; for
example, the flying buttresses widely used in the European
medieval churches appear in altered or simplified forms
in the Shanghai churches. Meanwhile, Shanghai saw the
appearance of multi-level churches with the main praying
space on the second level to serve multiple functions,
which mark a bold breakaway from the European
medieval churches. Due to the city redevelopment over the
decades, some churches were pulled down and replaced
by new buildings, and some churches have been rebuilt
or renovated; all the past and present sites are included
in this book, so that the readers may learn about the
development of the Christian Church in Shanghai.

Over a long period in China, seldom have there been
any complete researches on the churches of Shanghai,
a field that daunts many architectural historians and
requires them to be not only proficient in architectural
history but also have a solid background in theology
and religion to study the Christian Church in Shanghai.
Dr. Zhou lin has been engaged in the studies of the
churches of modern Shanghai over the years. Two years
ago, he finished his dissertation A Study on the Regional
Changes of the Churches of Modern Shanghai, which has
been recognized as filling a gap in relevant researches.
Now, he presents the results of his explorations over
the years in this enlightening book with both texts and
pictures. Hopefully the book will attract more people to
learn and understand the development of the Shanghai
churches as an important part of the city's architecture.
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