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Introduction

The Taichung City Cultural Center Competition

SANAA / Kazuyo Sejima | Ricky Liu & Associates

Tokyo / Taiwan

Jean-loup Baldacci / Felice Fanuele Architect / Tai Architect &
Associates, France [ Taiwan

Eisenman Architects, PC / Fei & Cheng Associates

New York / Taiwan

MASS STUDIES / Q-LAB | Wang Architects & Associates
Korea [ Taiwan

Stucheli Architekten AG / Bio Architecture Formosana
Switzerland [ Taiwan

Interview with Taichung Cultural Center Juror, Linda Pollack

Kent State University (US) College of Architecture

Weiss Manfredi / Richard L. Bowen

New York / Cleveland

The Collaborative, Inc. | Miller Hull Partnership

Toledo [ Seattle

Architecture Research Office (ARO) / Bialosky + Partners Architects
Cleveland, Ohio / New York

Westlake Reed Leskosky

Cleveland, Ohio

Absolute World Tower Competition
Missaussaga, Ontario

MAD Architects, Beijing, China

Boyarsky Murphy Architects, U.K.

Quadrangle Architects

Michel Rojkind, Rojkind Arquitectos, Mexico City
Sebastian Messer, Studio MWM, Wokingham, U.K.
Tarek El-Khatib, Zeidler Partnership Architects, Toronto

Lexington (KY) Town Branch Competition

SCAPE/Landscape New York, NY

CIVITAS, Denver, CO

Coen+Partners, Minneapolis, MN

JDS + Balmori Associates, Copenhagen | New York

Inside Outside: Petra Blaisse, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Helsinki Library Competition

ALA Architects, Helsinki

Playa Architects, Helsinki

VERSTAS Architects, Helsinki

Team Syra Abella Bule, IdeaArch, Madrid
Huttunen-Lipasti-Pakkanen, Helsinki
Henning Larsen Architects, Copenhagen
Monica Ponce de Leon, Ann Arbor | Boston

University of California Davis Art Museum Competition

SO-IL, design architect / Bohlin Cywinski Jackson

New York

Henning Larsen Architects / Gould Evans
Copenhagen/Kansas City

WORKac / Westlake Reed Leskosky, New York / Cleveland

Flinders Street Station Competition

HASSELL + Herzog & de Meuron

Melbourne | Switzerland

Eduardo Velasquez + Manuel Pineda + Santiago Medina
Melbourne

Ashton Raggatt McDougall, Melboourne

John Wardle Architects + Grimshaw, Melbourne [ London
NH Architecture, Melbourne

Zaha Hadid Architecture /| BVN, London |/ Melbourne
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Nairobi Al Jamea Campus Competition

FXFowle Architects and Frederic Schwartz Architects (New York),
Andropogon Associates (Philadelphia)

Rangwala Associates [ Moule & Polyzoides Architects

Los Angeles, California

McAslan | FS Group, London [ Houston

Christopher Charles Benninger Architects | MruttuSalmann & Associates
Mumbai |/ Kenya

(Re)Designing Detroit
Davide Marchetti and Erin Pellegrino, Rome, Italy

Efrain Velez, Juan Nunez, Marko Kanceljak, Kalamazoo, Michigan
Team Rossetti/Metrogramma, Detroit, Michigan

The New German-Vietnamese University Campus

Machado and Silvetti Associates , Boston

KSP Jiirgen Engel Architekten, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Itsuko Hasegawa Atelier, Tokyo

Riegler Riewe Architekten, Graz, Austria

Henn Architekten, Munich, Germany

Qattan Foundation Centre Competition

Donaire Arquitectos, Seville, Spain

Pesquera Ulargui Arquitectos, Madrid

Francisco Mangado ArquitectoS, Pamplona, Spain
MRJ Rundell and Associates, London, U.K.

Visionary (re)Generation of the University of
Manitoba Campus

Janet Rosenberg & Studio / Cibinel Architects Ltd. /

Landmark Planning & Design Inc., and ARUP Canada

Toronto [ Winnipeg

Perkins and Will / 1X1 Architecture, and PFS, Vancouver/Winnipeg
DTAH / Cohlmeyer Architecture Limited / Integral Group, Toronto
IAD | Independent Architectural Diplomacy S.A., Madrid

Why Stop? Imagining South Coast Rail

Emer O'Daly, Dublin, Ireland

David Yang and Amir Shahrokhi, DnA, New York, NY

Marcus Martinez and Ana Ansari, Alloy Build, Somerville, MA
Elihu Rubin, Jacob Dugopolski and Chris Aubin, New York, NY

Transforming the Bridge:
The 2012 Cleveland Design Competition

Archilier Architecture, New York, NY
Ashley Craig, Edna Ledesma and Jessica Zarowitz, Austin, Texas
Moxon Architects, London, U.K.

A Blueprint for Change in the Rockaways

White Arkitekter, Stockholm, Sweden
Ennead Architects. New York, NY

Lateral Office, Toronto, Ontario

Seeding Office, London, U.K.

elandscript, Hong Kong

LOT-EK + Scape, New York, NY

FRPO, Madrid, Spain

ijKim + N.EE.D. + Group Han, New York, NY
McGregor Coxall, Sydney, Australia

Mithiin, Seattle, Washington
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Does anyone think this is affordable housing? This is Toronto's Absolute Towers by the
Chinese firm, MAD, but it could very well be one of those upscale condos such as Aqua
by Studio Gang in Chicago (with a different view, of course) or Miranova by
Arquitectonica in Columbus, Ohio. They all have balconies and wonderful views. And
their occupants are all comfortably ensconced well above street level. What if Miranova
were turned into affordable housing. Would it be successful?

For many years, | admired one of the most successful post-World War Il affordable
housing projects—Berlin's Hansa Quarter. The measure of its success was that its tenants
tried all sorts of ruses to hide their real incomes from the housing authorities. For, if the
latter had only known that some of their tenants had moved into the next higher tax
bracket, those tenants would have been forced out on the street to participate in an
entirely different kind of housing market. The Hansa Quarter was the result of one of
those experimental projects. where the Berlin Housing Authority invited a number of
name architects, Alvar Aalto, Egon Eiermann, Walter Gropius, Oscar Niemeyer, etc., to
design buildings. And guess what? Mostl have balconies. Can anyone imagine this hap-
pening in the U.S.?

It is not all that long ago that affordable housing in the U.S. was judged on its appear-
ance. In the 1970s, upon seeing the plans for a new rent-control housing development,
the New York City Housing Authority planners commented that “this looks too good to
be affordable housing.” In other words, when taxpayers see attractive public housing
going up, they don't think they should be paying extra dollars for frills such as balconies,
especially if their tax dollars are involved.

Then there is the misconception that highrises are not for the poor. They cite examples
such as Cabrini Green in Chicago and Pruitt-lgoe in St. Louis as sure indicators that the
lower class—most often made up of African-Americans in these cases—will trash a per-
fectly nice building. They forget to remember that building maintenance and lack of
social services for the tenants was mainly to blame for the projects’ problems. On
Chicago's south side, for instance, there is a highrise comparable to Cabrini Green, but
occupied mainly by postal workers, most of whom are African American. No serious
building maintenance problems there. And that building still stands to this day.

But maybe the perception of affordable housing is changing. The recent competition
resulting in the attractive Via Verde project in the Bronx could indicate that at least
some authorities have begun to have second thoughts about the connection between
rent-controlled housing and good design. But when one sees the U.S. Housing and Urban
Development's HOPE VI programs, it is heavy on New Urbanism, cookie-cutter solutions,
and short on imagination. That agency needs to recognize that we are no longer in the
1920s but are living in the 21st century. How about a few more balconies?

9/? %?/L HriBF) - RBEFI/R
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SANAA's Cultural Tour de Force
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Over the past few years, the Taichung city government has been
holding major international design competitions as a means to dra-
matically redefine this Taiwanese city for the 21st century.
It is no coincidence that this string of competitions for large-scale
design projects comes at a profoundly transformative time for the
city. In December 2010, Taichung City underwent a historic merger
with the outlying Taichung County, increasing its population from 1
million to 2.5 million, creating a strong, unified city and county gov-
ernment, and giving the city a competitive edge—both nationally
and internationally. Further bolstered by a vibrant local economy,
city officials' lofty dreams to position Taichung in the vanguard of
innovative development embraced architecture and design as a pri-
mary symbolic element to achieve this.

The third of its kind to be hosted by the city government since the
merger, this large-scale competition is conveniently serving as a

‘ 2013 Competitions Annual 2013 FEEREE

worldwide platform to showcase Taichung's wide-ranging goals and
ideals. As such, the 110-page design brief takes great care in laying
out the city's ultimate vision as Taiwan's primary cosmopolitan hub.
Arts and culture will distinguish Taichung from its larger neighbors
Taipei and Kaohsiung, and the new Cultural Center will serve as an
iconic landmark embodying this new spirit of creativity.
Prominently sited in the center of the city with a projected con-
struction budget of 80 million US dollars, the Cultural Center will
comprise a Municipal Public Library and the newly created Taichung
Museum of Fine Arts. The library is envisioned as a dynamic, next-
generation digital education and resource center combined with
the more traditional concept of physical book-lending. Meanwhile
the Fine Art Museum will serve to enhance the presence of art and
exhibition space in the central city and will focus its collection on
contemporary artwork with a special emphasis on local and



vernacular arts and culture. A specific collection has yet
to be determined but this does not appear to be an
urgent concern at the moment. As with most art muse-
ums in this post-Bilbao world, the architectural con-
tainer is valued as much as its contents. Or as the
design brief says, "the architecture of the Center will
become a piece of art in itself."

While the library and museum will be managed by
different administrations, the competition organizers
place emphasis on a cultural synergy of art and educa-
tion. Visual and spatial relationships therefore needed
to be carefully considered to allow these two compo-
nents to be operated independently while presenting
themselves as an integrated cultural institution in spirit.

A third component of recreation was also important
in the design guidelines. Taichung's subtropical climate
allows for the enjoyment of the outdoors for most of
the year, provided that shaded, smartly designed exteri-
or spaces help temper the abundant sun, warm tem-
peratures, and high humidity. And since the Cultural
Center will occupy a prime location on the north edge
of the forthcoming Taichung Gateway Park, the design
needed to connect to and engage with the park as well
as function as an iconic entry point.
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In a testament to the inclusivity
of open competitions, a number
of shortlisted entries came from
lesser-known, up-and-coming
architects.
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Winning design

SANAA / Kazuyo Sejima, Tokyo, Japan
Joint Tenderer: Ricky Liu & Associates
Architects+Planners [ Taiwan

LEFT

Lobby view

OPPOSITE PAGE

Exterior view from park

Expert Jury £R¥F

® Yu-Chien Ann, Dean of College of Design,
Shih-Chien University, Taiwan

e Kurt Forster, Professor of Yale School of
Architecture

® Yu-Tung Liu, Vice President and professor of
Asia University, Taiwan

® Joshua Jih Pan, FAIA, Principal of JJ. Pan
and Partners, Architects and Planners

® Yeng-Horng Perng, Dean of the College of
Design, NTUST

® Linda Pollak, Principal of Marpillero Pollak
Architects

e Mitsuru Senda, University in Okinawa
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The winning design by SANAA consists of
10 cube-like white volumes of varying
sizes, each uniformly clad in translucent,
gently curving metal mesh. Taken as a
whole, the placement of the cubes at first
seems artfully haphazard, a rather agree-
able and poetic cluster that provides the
sort of instantly iconic image that the city
is looking for. The overall effect is that of a
pile of glass blocks casually draped in a
fine white fabric, accomplishing the neat
trick of making @ monumentally scaled
building appear light, airy, and welcoming.

A closer inspection of the floor plans and
sections reveals that there is logic to this
seemingly random composition. Each cube
contains a distinct programmatic function,
and the volumes are carefully situated
according to adjacency needs and relation-
ships. As the volumes touch, interlock,
overlap, and stack upon each other, a vari-
ety of “leftover"” exterior voids are created.
These semi-sheltered spaces help to extend
the landscape of the park into the mass of
the building, assuming the duties of court-
yards, plazas, and vegetated roof terraces.
Coupled with porous skin of the building,
these outdoor spaces create a great num-
ber of intriguing interior-exterior relation-
ships.

SANAA BB S IR1TH 10 M AR
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BE BN, TR T ST AREMNIMNBEAZE,
XL 3 PR == (AL A B SR BN
R T BERE. T ImMEERMES,



a2 . 1. Special Exhibition Area
Winning design 2. Permanent Exhibition Area
3. Project Room
SANAA / Kazuyo Sejima, Tokyo 4. Museum Lobby
Joint Tenderer: Ricky Liu & 5. Terrace
Associates Architects+Planners | (75- galfféSt o
; . Se udy Area
Taiwan 8. Admin & Support
9. Education
OPPOSITE PAGE, ABOVE iq‘ﬁhJ:@ 10. Research
Library EHIR 11. Main Reading Area
OPPOSITE PAGE, BELOW XU E 12. Children's Reading Area
Site plan R ES 13. News Reading Area
BELOW I@ 14. Senior's Reading Area
Sections RUE 15. Young Adult's Reading Area
RIGHT, ABOVE L 16. Special Collection
Exterior view at dusk HESNR 17. Exhibition Hall
RIGHT, BELOW aT 18 Library Lobby
Floor plans FHEAE 19 Garden 1'%§jﬁﬁxz
; 2. KA RX
acusmo &5 3. M=
4. EREBERFT
5 F&
_ 6. WIHET
{ 7. BIX
I 8. T S HBhIhAE
HeTssrs : 9. HEKX
[ ! [ — | 10. HRK
1. EREX

12, LIERRKKX
13, FE FE X
14, ZEFHKX
15. FERRKKX
16. 45K IERL
17. BRET

18. EIRIEANIT
19. £

15

CCCCceeer

R E 7 ||

X *FFNxF ¥ ¥ FEEF ¥ ¥H¥F ¥ FF ¥ ¥ yx ¥y
RN ek o KW K ek X K oy Ky K ko KK

Ky ¥ S =5
: s : .g 1=
'.' ;&yllf‘*{lH

[

2013 FEEEFEAE 2013 Competitions Annual



Hr < R IRBARSA R - EHR (RE)
(EERAESA/ BEE (TERE)

Second Prize

& %
FE ¢ Jean-loup Baldacci (France)
i@%}iﬁ y Joint Tenderers: Felice Fanuele
A Q- Architect | Felice Fanuele
- (France)
AEEE Tai Architect & Associates [ Yu-
ST Tse Tai (Taiwan)
BAREY-:|
WNIAET > ABOVE
%E%ﬂﬁﬁﬁi y View from park
Ll LEFT, MIDDLE

’ LEFT, BELOW

= == | Site plan

OPPOSITE, ABOVE

Pedestrian perspective

OPPOSITE, BELOW, LEFT

Floor plan and elevation

OPPOSITE, BELOW, RIGHT

Cafe roof garden with view to tower
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