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Because of the high land prices in world cities, the primary goal
of office buildings design is typically to maximize its efficiency by
providing the greatest amount of work-space for its occupants. Yet
by definition of ‘most efficient’, have we inadvertently restricted
the office building typology? Should there really only be a single,
default design definition with only mild variation? Even upon first
glance through this book, this is clearly not the case. Despite the
need for efficiency, there are many contributing and changing
factors, constantly challenging the vision of the developers, and the
creativity and ingenuity of architects and engineers for innovative
solutions.

Although ‘form follows function’ should be the most important design
principle when working with office buildings, there has been a shift
in attitude in recent years. A tendency to preconceive building
forms and then retrofit function can arise from a desire to create
a unigue building, willing to accommodate minor work-space
inefficiency for a different kind of purpose. Sometimes breaking
free from the rectangular glass box whilst maintaining functionality
will unexpectedly bring with it beautiful results. With that being said
though, what is it that makes an icon? We can see from buildings like
the Empire State Building, easily one of the world’s most recognizable
skyscrapers that fraditional rectilinear form does not necessarily result
in the mundane.

Wrapping around the form itself is the skin. These facades are

BFFEFHRZFREHOSIEN, DNMABRTRITHESRENE
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BE, R, @ "BREH NEX. BINESEEPREITHAR
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responsible for articulating the form of the building to further
emphasize its identity. In an age of increasing awareness and
responsibility, the facades of office buildings are often influenced by
environmental concerns. Fortunately, available design solutions are
continuously evolving with advances in curtain-wall technologies.
With an ever-increasing arsenal of tools at their disposal, office
building designs are free to become more expressive.

A key variable which will influence the interior layout of an office
building is the nature of the occupants themselves. When designing
for non-specific tenants, a more speculative floor plate will be
used. A neutral layout provides an overall efficiency and flexibility
for a wide range of potential tenants. Corporate headquarters on
the other hand will hold more opportunities to create integrated
ideas and concepts, with possibilities for spaces promoting human
interaction such as canteens or green common areas. These are
often encouraged to cultivate a company culture.

Modern cities today are seeing an increasing number of multi-
use developments. Here, the need to maximize efficiency is often
combined with more relaxed typologies such as hotels or shopping
malls whose purpose is leisure. Though this presents more challenges
for architects to overcome, meeting the demands of a diverse
range of functions will naturally produce more interesting and
distinctive building forms.

R LR, FEERNISIMIISCLENTAEES, NAERITE
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