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Abstract”

As society and cognition advance, new lexical constructions are developed
to meet the needs of communication and expression. Compared with fixed mem-
bers of the lexicon system, their entrenchment and conventionality are a bit
low. Yet being characterized with the age in which they reflect the changes and
developments in society, politics, economy, culture, technology, new lexical
constructions demonstrate the fresh traces and results of people’s embodied expe-
riences and cognitive processing. According to Aitchison (2001), in studying
linguistic facts, the best way to find out when a change has begun is to observe
those facts when the change in progress. The same applies to lexical studies. A
dynamic study of the cognitive motivation and mechanism of new lexical con-
structions in modern Chinese when they are still in the developing stages will
contribute to not only exploring their sources and meanings so as to provide a
feasible solution to the study of the Chinese lexicon system, but also providing
evidence of how people understand and process reality.

During the past 30 years or so, the increasing emergence of new lexical
constructions in modern Chinese has drawn great attention from linguists. They
have ever done a great deal of research on this subject either from a micro-per-
spective or a macro-perspective, namely on its reasons and ways, structural
modes and semantic features, classification and normalization, origins and mo-
tivation, etc. However insufficiencies remain in the above studies and so far
there are not significant breakthroughs gained in theorizing. For instance, most
scholars have focused their attention either on an analysis of the internal consti-

tution of new words or on a separate explanation of the social, cultural or psy-
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chological factors in the form of causal exemplification, case study or qualitative
description. Systematic, qualitative and quantitative studies of new words based
on a closed corpus are scarce and on the other hand, no theoretical framework
has been established from a cognitive perspective to lucubrate their cognitive
mechanism.

In order to bridge up the gap, this thesis, on the theoretical background of
Cognitive Construction Grammar ( CCxG), proposes an integrated approache:
CRP-Based Poly-Coercion-Inheritance Approach (termed as CPCI for short) ,
constructed on the basis of Usage-based Constructional Approach, Inheritance
of Constructions, Coercion of Constructions and Cognitive Reference Points. In
this new approach, coercion and inheritance are viewed as mechanisms of a dia-
lectical relation in which they interdependently oppose and complement each
other. In the shifting of cognitive reference points, coercion which functions as
the cause may transform into inheritance which functions as the effect, thus
forming a poly-coercion-inheritance chain. New words are just emergent con-
structions out of ploy-coercion-inheritance of various constructions in embodied
categorization and conceptualization. Different coercive powers and paths may
lead to different types of emergent constructions differing in syllables, syntax,
semantics or pragmatics.

In the theoretical framework of CPCI, this thesis classifies new words in
modern Chinese into three main types; Newly Created Constructions, Shortened
Constructions, and Loaned Constructions, and conducts a comprehensive ex-
ploration of their cognitive mechanism and CPCI features in syllables, syntax,
semantics and pragmatics, supported by statistic analysis. It finds that .

First, Newly Created Constructions are characterized with CPCI from vari-
ous types of syllabic, syntactic, semantic and pragmatic constructions. First,
in CPCI process, disyllabic construction combines with all kinds of syntactic
constructions to produce emergent constructions. Thereinto, disyllabic construc-
tion easily combines with modifier-head construction, genus plus differentia
construction, with the highest percentage of 63.07% ; it also combines with
VO construction and action-patient construction with the percentage of 22.2% ;
it combines with coordinate construction with the percentage of 6. 96% . Second,
trisyllabic construction combines with all kinds of syntactic and semantic con-

structions except successive construction. But as the data have revealed, “2 +
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1”7 trisyllabic construction mainly combines with modifier-head construction and
genus plus differentia construction, ranking the highest with the percentage of
56.56% , plus 22.30% combining with suffix construction, while “1 +2” tri-
syllabic construction combines with modifier-head Consfrnction and genus plus
differentia construction with a percentage of 5. 17% , and with VO construction
and action-patient construction with a percentage of 6. 46% . The proportions of
these two types are very low, let alone the rest. Third, quadrisyllabic construc-
tion expresses itself in form of “2 +2” (98.67% ) and mostly combines with
modifier-head construction and genus plus differentia construction with a striking
percentage of 81.89% . It rarely combines with coordinate construction
(5.99% ). Last, the semantic poles of many newly created constructions have
been extended and transformed based on the coercion-inheritance of metapht-
onymic construction, thus producing 97% polysemous constructions out of the
whole. And coerced by parodic construction, many tend to form construction
families with similar features.

Second, Shortened Constructions show different coercion-inheritance fea-
tures in syllable, syntax, semantics and pragmatics. This thesis holds that
shortened constructions are constrained by two principles: the Principle of Max-
imized Economy and the Principle of Maximized Expressive Power ( which con-
sists of two maxims; CRP and Statistic Pre-emption) . Constrained by those
principles, 95.0% shortened constructions are coerced by disyllabic construc-
tion and inherit its features. Syntactically, 55.80% combine with modifier-head
construction, VO construction or coordinate construction, thus mostly produ-
cing verbs (53.87% ); 38.19% combine with attributive construction, thus
producing nouns (39.23% ) .

The variations of Shortened Constructions reveal different cognitive mecha-
nisms and laws. First, blended constructions take the main form of Shortened
constructions (95.84% ) and have mainly blended from quadrasyllabic lexical
Constructions ( 87.88% ), a few from polysyllabic lexical constructions
(10.20% ) . The former generally produces nouns and verbs while the latter
mostly nouns. Most blended constructions are constrained by the Maxim of First
Word Priority, while the rest are constrained by the Maxim of Statistic Pre-emp-
tion. This is supported in statistics by the distributive cline of “1 + 37
(42.66% ) > “1+4” (23.87%) > “2+3” (11.44%) > “2 +4”



