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Ancient America and Africa

American Stories Chapter Outline
The Peoples of America
Three Women's Lives Highlight the Before Columbus
Convergence of Three Continents Africa on the Eve of Contact
Europe on the Eve of Invading
In what historians call the “early modern period” of the Americas
world history—roughly the fifteenth to seventeenth Conclusion: The Approach of
century, when peoples from different regions of the a New Global Age

world came into close contact with each other—three

women played key roles in the convergence and clash of societies from Europe, Africa,
and the Americas. Their lives highlight some of this chapter's major themes, which de-
veloped in an era when the people of three continents began to encounter each other
and the shape of the modern world began to take form.

Born in 1451, Isabella of Castile was a banner-bearer for reconquista—the
centuries-long Christian crusade to expel the Muslim rulers who had controlled
Spain for centuries. When the queen of Castile married Ferdinand, the king of Aragon,
in 1469, the union of their kingdoms forged a stronger Christian Spain now prepared
to realize a new religious and military vision. Eleven years later, after ending hostilities
with Portugal, Isabella and Ferdinand began consolidating their power. By expelling
Muslims and Jews, the royal couple pressed to enforce Catholic religious conformity.
Isabella’s religious zeal also led her to sponsor four voyages of Christopher Columbus
as a means of extending Spanish power across the Atlantic. The first was commis-
sioned in 1492, only a few months after what the Spanish considered a “just and
holy war" against infidels culminated in the surrender of Moorish Granada, the last
stronghold of Islam in Christian Europe. Sympathizing with Isabella’s fervent piety
and desire to convert the people of distant lands to Christianity, after 1493 Columbus
signed his letters “Christopher Columbus, Christ Bearer.”

On the other side of the Atlantic resided an Aztec woman of influence, also
called Isabella by the Spanish, who symbolized the mixing of her people with the
Spanish. Her real name was Tecuichpotzin, which meant “little royal maiden” in
Nahuatl, the Aztec language. The first-born child of the Aztec ruler Moctezuma Il and
Teotlalco, his wife, she entered the world in 1509—before the Aztecs had seen a



