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T. V.

Television (colloquially known as “T. V.’ or ‘the telly’ )is
nowadays so popular in Britain that it is hard to believe that the
first acceptable televised pictures were transwmitted less than
forty years ago. A pioneer team working at Hayes, Middle-
sex, were the first to produce what is known as ‘high defini-
tion television’ ,which gives pictures of moving objects clear e-
nough to be enjoyed as entertainment.

The BBC was the first authority in the world to provide a
public television service, which began in 1936. During the war
transmissions ceased, but were resumed in 1946. Viewers are
now able to watch television for many hours a day, if they
have time and inclination. Moreover, viewers now have four
channels at their disposal. In 1955 the Independent Broadcast-
ing Authority opened a television service and in 1982 a second
independent service came into operation. The BBC provides
two channels. The viewing hours have also been extended with
the introduction of breakfast television by both the BBC and
the Independent Broadcasting Authority. Advertisers buy time
for advertising on Independent Television, but the amount of
time devoted to advertising is small, it is strictly limited by the
special Act that allowed commercial television. Viewers of any
of the programmes can watch plays, °‘live’ transmissions of

topical events, sports and athletics, news features, interviews
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with prominent people, musical performances and many other
items. Films are often televised, and many of them are made
specially for television. The cinema industry is jealous of televi-
sion, and understandably keeps new films for showing in cine-
mas; nevertheless, T. V. occasionally screens a premiere. Tele-
vision has attracted many people away from the cinema and, in
recent years, many cinemas have had to close. A frequent crit-
icism of T. V. programmes is that they too often feature vio-
lence and gun—play. On the other hand, it must be said that
religious programmes also are transmitted, and many serious
and instructive matters are presented.

About ninety — five per cent of the population now have
television in their homes. In 1982 there were over 18 million li-
cences in force, and the revenue from these goes to the financ-
ing of the BBC transmissions. It is possible for many people to
have TV sets, for although these are not cheap,there are am-
ple facilities for renting sets or for hire —purchase.

Most programmes,whether BBC or ITV, are now trans-
mitted in colour —but can of course also be received in black —
and — white. The number of colour sets in use is very large.
British television is linked with Europe through the Eurovision
network. There is, however, no truth in the rumour that the

experts have invented a method of broadcasting smells!
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The weather

Other countries have a climate; in England we have
weather? This statement, often made by Englishmen to de-
scribe the peculiar meteorological conditions of their country, is
both revealing and true. It is revealing because in it we see the
Englishman insisting once again that what happens in England
is not the same as what happens elsewhere; its truth can be as-
certained by any foreigner who stays in the country for longer
than a few days.

In no country other than England, it has been said, can
one experience four seasons in the course of a single day! Day
may break as a balmy spring morning; an hour or so later
black clouds may have appeared from nowhere and the rain
may be pouring down. At midday conditions may be really
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wintry with the temperature down by about eight degrees or
more centigrade. And then, in the late afternoon the sky will
clear, the sun will begin to shine, and for an hour or two be-
fore darkness falls, it will be summer.

In England one can experience almost every kind of
weather except the most extreme. (Some foreigners, inciden-
tally, seem to be under the impression that for ten months of
the year the country is covered by a dense blanket of fog; this
is not true. ) The snag is that we never can be sure when the
different types of weather will occur. Not only do we get sev-
eral different sorts of weather in one day, but we may very
well get a spell of winter in summer and vice —versa.

This uncertainty about the weather has had a definite ef-
fect upon the Englishman’s character; it tends to make him
cautions, for example. The foreigner may laugh when he sees
the Englishman setting forth on a brilliantly sunny morning
wearing a raincoat and carrying an umbrella, but he may well
regret his laughter later in the day! The English weather has
also helped to make the Englishman adaptable. It has been said
that one of the reasons why the English colonized so much of
the world was that, whatever the weather conditions they met
abroad, they had already experienced something like them at
home

And, of course, the weather’s variety provides a constant
topic of conversation. Even the most taciturn of Englishmen is

always prepared to discuss the weather. And, though he
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sometimes complains bitterly of it, he would not, even if he
could, exchange it for the more predictable climate of other

lands.
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My Father,Lin Yutang

BY LIN TAI—YI

One morning in 1911,the Lin family set out by boat from
the mountain hamlet of Poa—ah in Fukien province in south-
ern China to take 20 — year —old Mei— kung to her weding.
They were also sending 16 —year—old Yutang off to Shanghai
for college. It was a momentous day for the whole family.

Mei — kung had wanted to go to college too. But her fa-
ther, Pastor Lin Chin —cheng, said“no.” A college education
for a girl was a luxury, and so when Mei—kung realized it was
hopeless, she agreed to be married.

On her wedding day, Mei—kung took 40 cents from her
gown and gave it to Yutang,saying, “We are a poor family,
and I have only-this to give you. Because I'm a girl. I can’t go
to college. Make the most of your opportunity, little brother.

Study hard, try to become a good man—and a famous one. ”
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These words made Yutang feel as if he were going to col-
lege on her behalf, and must make good her hopes for him.
But she would not live to see them come true. The following
year, Mei—kung was dead of bubonic plague.

Whenever my father repeated this story, tears formed in
his eyes. As I sat in his study, surrounded by bookshelves of
his works,I knew that Mei—kung’s words had nver ceased to
influence him.

In his 80 years, my father wrote and translated more than
50 books and became a world — renowned author. The New
York Times said at the time of his death,“Lin Yutang had no
peer as an interpreter to Western minds of the customs, aspira-
tions, fears and thought of his people. ” Father was a novelist .,
essayist, philosopher, philologist and lexicographer. He also
invented a Chinese typewriter. “But he was more,” wrote
Prof. Nelson I. Wu of Washington University in St. Louis,
Missouri. “He was a total man,stubbornly going his own way
through the criticism of lesser minds to become a universal ge-
nius. ”

~ Father was born in 1958,0r the 21st year of the Kuang —
hsu emperor of the Ching Dynasty. He was one of eight chil-
dren —the fifth of six sons of Lin Chih cheng, a Presbyterian
minister. Yutang had a happy childhood, growing up in a
world filled with the beauty of clouds on the jagged mountain
peaks around Poa —ah. Though he wondered how a person
could ever leave this bucolic mountain valley, he also wondered
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what the world beyond was like. His father had told him about
the first airplane. “I’ve read everything about it,” his father
said, “but T don’t know whether I can believe it. ”

Chih —cheng was a dreamer —keen, imaginative, humor-
ous—and he communicated to his children a passionate zest for
all that was new and modern that was sweeping China from
abroad. The country was being encroached upon by Japan and
Western powers. She must catch up with scientific progress in
order to be strong. And so Chih—cheng decided his sons must
receive a Western education.

Yutang was only eight when he declared he wanted to be
a writer. His primary school teacher once commented on a
composition, “It is like a snake crossing a paddy field,” mean-
ing the writing was vague and circuitous. Yutanng countered,
“An earthworm crossing the desert,” meaning he was a hum-
ble creature in search of knowledge.

For the Lin family, the quest for learning was fmplicit.
The pastor gave lessons to all his children, and they read to-
gether and made up stories. When Yutang walked past a book-
store, he wished he could go in and devour every volume. He
felt that he was different from other people who did not want
very much out of life, and would be satisfied ifthey married,
had a good job and mu‘dd_l_('e_sl through.

' When Yutang was ready to go to college, Pastor Lin
found himself short by a hundred yuan. Poa—ah that summer

suddenly seemed very small to Yutang. The world was so
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large,its history so long. He wanted to see, hear and taste ev-
erything there was in life.

His father finally remembered a student of his who had
become wealthy. Pastor Lin had given the then impoverished
boy a cap one winter, and the youngster had been so grateful
that he vowed he would never buy another cap of its kind in his
life. Chih—cheng went to see his former student and asked for
a loan. Several days later, the man arrived with a blue cloth
parcel. When Chih—cheng unwrapped it, he saw 100 shining

silver dollars inside. Yutang’s eyes became just as bright.

“Money Does Not Matter”

AT ST. JOHNS UNIVERSITY in Shanghai, the em-
phasis was on English,and Yutang spent his first year and 4
half mastering the language. He also studied theology, because
he wanted to be a pastor like his father. But after extensive
reading in science, Yutang began to have doubts about Chris-
tian dogma. The following summer, his father was mortified
to hear him say the Old Testament should be read as literature.
Returning to college in the fall, Yutang changed his major to
philology.

At the end of his second year,he received four awards for
scholastic achievement. The news spread to the folks back
home—and to neighboring St. Mary’s Girls School , where Yu-
tang met a beautiful young art student from Amoy. But when
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her father,a wealthy doctor, learned that the poor son of a
pastor was chasing his eldest daughter, he was not amused.
The doctor was already trying to arrange a match for his
daughter with the son of another rich family; now he began
working to marry off Yutang to the daughter of the neighbor-
ing Liao family,a young woman named Tsuifeng,or Hong,as
she was nicknarned in the Amoy dialect.

Yutang was angry and humiliated when he learned of the
scheme. But when he told his elder sister of his love for the
wealthy doctor’s daughter, she cried, “Are you crazy? How
would you support her? You are a toad lusting after swan’s
flesh!” He could see that his cause was hopeless, and when he
returned to Shanghai, it was as a changed man.

The next summer Yutang came to have a meal at the Liao
house. Hong stood behind a screen and peeped at him, because
she knew a match was being arranged. This was a daughter’s
lot.

Hong’s father, Liao Yueh — fa, was the well —to —do
owner of a store and a warehouse. He and his wife had six
children, and although the family was Christian, that did not
change the Chinese way of favoring sons over daughters. The
sons lived lives of ease, but the daughters were strictly brought
up, learning to cook, sew and do the laundry,so that good
husbands could be found for them. To Liao,no love need be
lavished on a married daughter; she was like water splashed

out the front door never no return.

11



But Hong liked what she saw —a vivacious young man
who gesticulated wildly, who seemed completely at ease with
himself, who was a little unkempt perhaps, and who had a
tremendous appetite. She longed to comb his hair and take a
brush to his leather shoes.

Her mother asked , “What do you think of the match? Yu-
tang is a bright young man, but Pastor Lin is poor. ” Hong
said something that astonished even herself : “Money does not
matter. ”

Yutang’s elder sister heartily recommended Hong. She was
a proper girl who was sure to be a good wife and mother. And
she was attractive,with large eyes and a high nose, a long up-
per lip and a pair of long earlobes —signs of good fortune and
longevity. Yutang agreed to the match.

But they would not get married right away. When Yu-
tang graduated from St. John’s in 1916, he accepted a teaching
post at Tsinghua College in Peking. Here, he found himself
surrounded by Chinese history. He visited the glorious temples
and palaces, the Great Wall and the Ming Tombs. And he re-
alized how small the confines of his Christian education had
been. He knew that Joshua’s trumpet blew down the walls of
Jericho, but did not know the folktale of Meng Chiang —nu,
whose tears for her lost husband at the Great Wall caused #
section of the wall to collapse and expose his dead body.

Determined to make up for his inadequacy, he haunted
bookstores, asking shopkeepers what were the most important
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