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The Canal Towns in Jiangnan Area mainly refer to the old towns
which lie at the lower reaches of the Yangtze River in the south of Jiangsu
Province and north of Zhejiang Province, and endowed with fertile land,
mild climate and rich produce, this area was inhabited by primitive people
many thousand years ago. Natural villages and towns have formed along
small rivers, comprising exquisitely unique architectural layout. The
towns feature white walls and dark tiles, small bridges and streams, old
streets and long lanes. Local color constitutes a unique regional cultural
landscape. These towns vary in style due to different geographic and
cultural environments. Since 1980s, most of the ancient towns have been
modernized with the takeoff of China’s rural economy, losing the original

framework. Fortunately, Xitang, Nanxun and Wuzhen in Zhejiang Province



and Zhouzhuang, Tongli and Luzhi in Jiangsu Province have been timely
preserved. In recent years, these old towns have been renovated under the
guidance of experts. With original historic features, they are becoming the
common heritage of our human race.

Situated close to Shanghai, Xitang has been a major town of handicraft
industry and trade in Jiangnan Area since the Ming and Qing Dynasty. With
its meandering rivers, and long roofed corridors, residents living here and
passing pedestrians enjoy great comfort and convinience. The ancient stone
bridges, lanes and trees are an epitome of its long history.

The roofed corridors, over a thousand meters in total length, are
unique in Xitang. The wood pillars along the river support a tiled roof to
provide shelter. During the holidays, red lanterns are hung along under
the eaves, together with the reflection in water, forming the atmosphere
of happiness. The roofed corridors, as the extention of buildings along the
streets, are full of human concerns.

The local people like to grow flowers, especially good at growing
azaleas, with famous varieties to be distributed far and wide. Xitang is
also known for its folk artifacts, local people voluntarily set up museums
for woodcarving, root carving, tile-end relief, garment, calligraphy and
painting. Here you can also find residences of famous persons, big houses
and other historic wonders.

Major places of interest:

Roofed Corridors, Shipi Lane, Ancient Stone Bridges, Pilgrims’
Port, Lufen Ginkgo, Zhongfu Hall, Zunwen Hall, Ni Tianzeng’s Ancestral

House, Woodcarving Museum and Western Garden.
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