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An Unwanted Guest

Preview Questions
1. From the title, what do you think this chapter will be about?
2, Where do people find places to stay while they are traveling?

"

3. What type of work does a sailor do?

y story begins when an old sailor came to the
Admiral Benbow. That is the name of the inn
where I lived with my father. My father was the innkeeper.

“Do many people come here?” the old sailor asked my
father.

“No,” my father told him. “It is a very quiet place.”

“Good,” the old sailor said. “Then it is the place for
me.”

“And what is your name, sir?” my father asked him.

“Just call me ‘captain,”” the man said.

He put some gold coins on the table. “Tell me when I
have spent all these,” he said. Then he went up to the room
my father had for him.

Not long after he came to the inn, the Captain said to
me, “Do you want to earn some money?”

“Yes, please,” I answered. I was only a boy at the time
and never had any money. “What do you want me to do?”

“Keep watch for a man with one leg,” he said. “Tell me
as soon as you see him. Do that and T’ll give you a coin
every week.”

At first, the Captain was a very quiet man and did not
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want to talk to anyone. But there were nights when he drank
a lot of rum. Then he talked a lot and became very noisy.
He also told stories to the men in the bar of the inn. They
were stories about bad men doing bad things.

The more rum the Captain drank, the angrier he became.
He shouted and used bad language. He sang the same song
over and over again at the top of his voice,

“Fifteen men on the dead man’s chest. Yo-ho-ho! And a
bottle of rum.”

My father wanted him to leave because some visitors
stopped coming to the inn. They were afraid of him. My
father was afraid of him, too. So, even when the gold was
all spent, my father did not tell him to leave.

Then my father became ill, and Dr. Livesey came to see
him. After giving my father some medicine, the doctor
came into the bar. While the doctor waited for a man to
bring his horse, the Captain started singing.

“Fifteen men on a dead man’s chest. Yo-ho-ho! And a
bottle of rum,” he sang at the top of his voice.

The doctor was not pleased. He asked the Captain to be
quiet. “There’s a sick man here,” he said.

The Captain took out his knife and pointed it at the
doctor.

“Put that knife down, man,” the doctor said. “And if
you keep drinking rum, you’ll soon be dead.”

The Captain was very angry. He began to move toward
the doctor. But the doctor was not afraid of him.

“Keep away from me,” he said. “I am a magistrate, and
if you do anything bad, you will be in trouble.”

Then the doctor’s horse came, and he rode away from
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the inn. For a few days after this, the Captain was quiet.

Review Questions

1. What did the Captain ask the boy to do?

2. Why did a doctor come to the inn?

3. Why was the Captain singing and making noise?
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A Visit from Black Dog

Preview Questions

. Who do you think might come to the inn?
. Why do you think the Captain won’t be pleased to see this man?

L

What do you think will make the Captain ill?

y father did not get better, and I had to do more
work in the inn. One morning as I was getting

breakfast, a man came in. He had two legs, but he had two
fingers missing from his left hand. He asked for rum, and I
sold him some.

“Is my friend Bill staying here?” he asked.

“I don’t know anyone called Bill,” T answered.

“What about ‘Captain’?” he asked. “He has a cut on
the right side of his face.”

“Yes,” I said. “A man we call ‘Captain’ is staying here.
He has a cut on his face. But he is out now.”

“Where is he?”

“I don’t know,” 1 said, “but he usually goes for a walk
to the rock.”

“The rock!” he said. “Ah, yes. That’s where he’ll be.”

He laughed, but it was not a friendly laugh.

“I’ll wait here for him,” he said, and he hid behind the
door.

I did not know what to do. “This man is not a friend of
the Captain,” I thought. I tried to leave the inn to tell the
Captain about the man, but he stopped me.
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“You do as I say,” he said. “Sit here and keep your mouth
shut. I want to give the Captain a surprise.”

Soon the Captain came back to the inn. As he walked
through the door, the stranger said, “Hello, Bill!”

The Captain was not pleased to see the man.

“Black Dog!” he cried. “What do you want?”

“I just wanted to talk to an old friend,” the stranger said,
then he turned to me. “Bring us rum,” he ordered. “Then
leave us alone.”

[ brought the men rum and then went away. I tried to
hear what they were saying, but I could not. Then they
began shouting at one another. I heard the Captain say, “No,
no, it’s finished. If one of us must hang, then all of us must.”
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Then the two men began fighting with their knives. The
Captain cut Black Dog’s shoulder. Then Black Dog ran
away as fast as he could.

The Captain came back into the inn.

“Are you all right, Captain?” I asked him.

“Bring me rum, Jim,” he said. “Then I must get out of here.”

I went to get rum for him, but there was a sudden crash.
I looked round. The Captain was lying on the floor.

At this moment, my mother came in. “Get the doctor,”
she said.

I ran to get Dr. Livesey.

After a while, the doctor came and looked at the Captain.

I asked, “Is he wounded?”

“No,” Dr. Livesey replied. “He has a bad heart.”

He took off the Captain’s coat. On his arm there was a
picture of a man. He was hanging from a gallows. There were
words, too. “Billy Bones,” “Here’s luck,” and “A good wind.”

The Captain opened his eyes. “Where’s Black Dog?” he
asked.

“He’s gone, Billy Bones,” the doctor told him.

“My name’s not Billy Bones,” the Captain said.

“Well, whatever your name is,” the doctor said, “you’ll
die if you don’t stop drinking rum.”

And with these words the doctor went to see my father
who was still very ill in bed.

Review Questions

1. What was the Captain’s name?
2. What was the name of the man with only two fingers on one hand?
3. What caused the Captain to become ill?
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Blind Pew Delivers a “Black Spot”

Preview Questions

1. Do you think Blind Pew is a good or bad person?
2. What do you think the black spot is?
P |
b |

. What do you think the Captain is afraid of?

he Captain was ill and had to stay in bed. I took a
drink to his room.
“Jim,” he said to me. “You’re a good boy. And I've been
good to you. I’ve given you money, haven’t 1?”
“Yes, Captain,” I said.
“Then bring me rum,” he asked.
“It will kill you,” I said. “I’ll bring you one
glass of rum. No more.”
I brought him the rum. He drank
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it quickly. Then he said, “I can’t stay here. I must get up.”

He tried to get out of bed, but he was not strong
enough. He closed his eyes and lay back in bed for a few
minutes. Then he said, “That Black Dog who was here.
He’s a bad one. Don’t trust him. He and the others, they
want my chest. They’ll give me the black spot if I can’t get
away from them. You must help me, Jim. Only I know the
secret place. Captain Flint told me about it as he was
dying. Watch out for Black Dog and a man with one leg,
Jim. I’ll give you the treasure.”

I didn’t know what he was talking about. I wanted to
ask him questions, but he fell asleep.

That night, my father died. I did not think about the
Captain. I had other things to think about. Then a few days
later, another strange man came to the inn. His clothes were
very old. He was blind and carried a stick.

“Can anyone tell me where I am?” he asked.

“This is the Admiral Benbow Inn,” I said, “at Black Hill
Cove.”

“Good. Now give me your hand, young man,” he said,
“and take me inside.”

He took my hand and held it very tightly. “Now take
me to the Captain,” he said in a cruel voice.

“No, sir,” I answered. “I will not.”

He held my hand even tighter. “Take me to the Captain,
or I'll break your arm,” he said.

I did not want to obey him, but he was hurting me. I led
him to the Captain’s room. When the Captain saw him, he
looked very afraid and whispered, “Blind Pew.”

“Hello, Bill,” the blind man said. “I’ve got something
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for you.”

Then he said to me, “Take his left hand and bring it to
my right.”

[ obeyed him. He passed something from his hand into
the Captain’s hand. Then he turned and quickly left the
room. He went down the stairs and left the inn.

The Captain looked at his hand and then cried out. “He’s
given me the black spot. We’ve only got six hours,” he cried.

He tried to stand, but he fell to the floor. I ran to him.
He did not move or speak. He was dead.

My mother came into the room and saw the Captain on
the floor.

“What happened, Jim?” she said.

“A blind man came into the room and gave him something,”
I said. “The Captain was afraid. He knew he was in danger.”

“In what way?” my mother asked.

“Some men—Black Dog was one—wanted something in
his chest,” I said. “He knew a secret place. I don’t know what
it was or where. He was afraid of getting the black spot.”

“What black spot?” my mother asked.

“I don’t know, mother,” I said, “but we should leave here.
The Captain said something about having only six hours.”

“We’ll go to the next village,” my mother said. “Then
perhaps someone will get Dr. Livesey, and he can explain.”

Review Questions
1. What happened to Jim’'s father?
2. What did the blind man give to the Captain?

3. Why was the Captain afraid of the black spot?
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Inside a Dead Man’s Chest

Preview Questions

1. Why do you think Jim and his mother leave the inn?

2. What do you think jim will find in the Captain’s chest?

3. Why do you think the blind man and other men will come back to
the inn?

he next village was very near, and we were soon
talking to some people there. Many of them knew
about Captain Flint. They were afraid.

My mother said, “The dead man owes us money. I'm
going back to open his chest and take what he owes me.
Who'll come with us?”

No one moved or spoke.

“I’ll give the boy a pistol,” one man said.

“I’ll ride to Dr. Livesey’s,” another man said.

This was all the help we could get from them. We went
back to the inn and locked the door and windows.

The Captain was lying on his back in the bedroom.
There was a small piece of paper on the floor near his
hand. It was black on one side. On the other side were the
words, “You have until ten o’clock tonight.”

I used a knife to open the chest. Inside the chest there were
some clothes, two pistols, and coins from many different
countries. At the bottom of the box there was a piece of
cloth wrapped around some papers.

My mother counted out the coins the Captain owed her.
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[ picked up the papers wrapped in cloth. Then we heard a

noise. It was the sound of the blind man’s stick—tap, tap—
tapping on the road outside the inn. It came nearer and
nearer. Then it stopped. It started again, but this time it
was moving away.

“He may not be able to see us,” I said, “but soon other
men will come and find us. Black Dog perhaps. Or the
man with one leg.”

“It’s only seven o’clock,” my mother said. “I haven’t
finished counting my money.”

“There’s no time, Mother,” I said. “We must go before
the men come.”

As we left the inn, I heard the sound of running feet.
“They’re coming, Mother,” I said. “Run quickly.”

“I can’t, Jim,” my mother said. “I feel ill.”



