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As one of the oldest crafts of the Chinese
civilization, pottery has appealed to ancient
and modern literati with its quaint and elegant
beauty. They are refined from everyday life.
Thus, they are not the most dazzling crafts,
but natural and straightforward. Through
the course of history, pottery has gradually
shaken off its primitiveness and formed its
matured, free-spirited, vigorous, and simple

art style. This unique charm of Chinese
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pottery has been exhibited by gentle and
delicate white pottery, sedate and plain black
pottery, glamourous stamped pottery, and the
magnificent painted pottery.

Accompanied by illustrative pictures,
this book begins with the origin of
pottery, and then introduces its course of
development, firing techniques, vessel
shapes, and decorative patterns, etc. We
hope that this book will lead readers to the

marvelous world of pottery art and gain an

understanding on traditional Chinese culture.
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Pottery in Thousand Years
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Pottery is not unique to Chinese civilization. It can be traced back
to other ancient civilizations, for example, the Nok pottery carving
of ancient Egypt, the Corinthian pottery of ancient Greek, and the
Sumerian wheel-built pottery of ancient Babylonian. These splendid
potteries have added a magnificent chapter to the existence of
ancient civilizations. However, with the development of history, only
Chinese pottery art has shown an exuberant vitality.
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Pottery Basin (Daxi Culture, Neolithic Age,
approx. 4400 B.C.-3300 B.C.)

> Origin of Pottery

It says that Chinese pottery appeared
in the history about 8,000-9,000 years
ago, although its origin may have started
earlier. Judging from the pottery fragments
excavated from Palaeolithic relics (approx.
1,700,000-10,000 years ago), Chinese
pottery has been existed for more than
11,700 years.

Pottery comes from fire and clay.
Chinese people have been acquainted
with the nature of clay since the primitive
society when clay had already been an
essential part of everyday life. People from
ancient times knew that clay was sticky
and malleable when it got wet, so it could
be shaped into desired forms. They further
discovered that when the dried clay was
processed by fire, it would turn into a hard
and waterproof substance. Therefore, the
prerequisite of pottery making was built

on these common senses.
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The ancients used pottery cooking food.
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Nevertheless, there is no conclusive

evidence of how pottery was invented.
It is conjectured that ancient Chinese
realized that when clay-coated basked
was processed by fire, it became less
permeable. Inspired by this discovery,
they began to pinch clay into certain
shape and processed it with fire, creating
what is now known as “pottery”. Perhaps,
that's why early pottery was usually in
the shape of baskets, gourds, or other
natural containers. Only many years later,
it gained its own characteristics. Thus,

we speculate that the origin of pottery
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Pottery Pot with Two Ear-shaped Handles
(Neolithic Age, approx. 8000 years ago)

was closely linked to the development of
agriculture which came to existence before
the invention of pottery.

The emergence of pottery marked the
beginning of the Neolithic Age (approx.
10,000-4,000 years ago). It had greatly
improved people's living condition and
gradually became an essential part in
daily life and then reached many other
areas of production and living. Most
ancient Chinese resided by the water
and hills. They had to depend on utensils
for fetching water, storing water, and

cooking. Since potteries are too vulnerable

Pottery Pot (Zhou Dynasty, 1046 B.C.-256 B.C.)
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Lotus-shaped Three-color Glazed Pottery
Basin (Tang Dynasty, 618-907)

to be carried around, people had to settle
down. Thus in this sense pottery helped
to strengthen the stability of ancient
people’s residence and enriched their
daily life. Therefore, the invention of
pottery is regarded as a milestone among
the achievements of human civilizations.
This brand-new artifact made from natural
ingredients by hands had an epoch-
making significance. Pottery started a new
chapter in our endeavor to explore natural
resources and thus it opened a new era in
human history. The invention of pottery
greatly improved the living condition of
human beings and is still closely related
with our everyday life.

The origin of pottery is an essential
part of ancient Chinese civilization.
Despite China's long history and vastness,
although ancient pottery relics spread
through the nation, pottery gradually
formed a unified cultural entity in the
development of social civilization.
Furthermore, through an endless
exploration, ancient Chinese subsequently
invented primitive porcelain and
porcelain on the basis of ancient pottery,
which constitutes as one of the greatest

inventions of Chinese civilization.
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> Development of Pottery

The history of pottery started from
the late Paleolithic Period (approx.
1,700,000-10,000 years ago). It was then
widely produced in the Neolithic Age
(approx. 10,000-4,000 years ago) and
inspired the invention of porcelain in the
Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.). With
thousand years of development, Chinese
pottery has shown an exuberant vitality.
The early Neolithic Age (approx.
12,000-9,000 years ago) witnessed
the development of red pottery (also
terracotta). As the oldest Chinese pottery,
it could be divided into two categories,
argillaceous terracotta and the sand
inclusion terracotta, most of which
were made by hand. They were mainly
evacuated from relics of the Peiligang
Culture and Cishan Culture which were
situated in the reaches of the Yellow

River. Although differences existed



s ARUES (HiASRARRERTL)
BREZANO, EREMHER, BEHT
B, E¥ARHE

Red Pottery Pot with Two Small Handles
(Peiligang Culture, Neolithic Age, approx.
5600 B.C.-4900 B.C.)

This pot has narrow mouth and oval body,
with two small crescent-shaped handles at its
shoulders.
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between two cultures' potteries, they were
basically same in the raw materials, firing
temperature, and production process,
and similar in the vessel shapes and
ornamentation.

The Peiligang pottery was mainly
shaped into cups, bowls, plates, alms
bowls, pots and jars with the mud-strip
coiling technique. Its most representative
works were tripod alms bowls, pots
with two small handles, as well as
animal craftworks like pottery pig head
and sheep head. Most argillaceous
terracotta wares were plain and lacked
of ornamentation, while a few sand
inclusion terracotta wares were decorated
with simple patterns, like scratch pattern,
comb-dot pattern, arc line pattern, cord
pattern, nail pattern, and knoll-shaped
pattern, etc. Red pottery was fired at the
temperature about 1,292 °F (700 °C) to
1,652 °F (900 °C).

The Cishan pottery was not only
made by mud-strip coiling technique
but also by pinching technique. Thus,
its shape might be irregular. The typical
Cishan potteries included pottery basin
and portable pottery cauldron stands. A
few new shapes were created, such as

bowls, plates, ewers, stemmed bowls
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Pottery Basin (Cishan Culture, Neolithic
Age, approx. 5400 B.C.-5100 B.C.)

It contributed the largest quantity amang all
vessel shapes of the Cishan Culture. They had
either round or oval shape, with vertical wall and
flat base. Their stands looked like an upside
down boot, and were solid or with ring foot,

(Dou), jars with large mouth and deep
belly, pots with small mouth and two
handles, alms bowls with large mouth
and round base, tripod alms bowls, and
tripod cauldrons, etc. Among them,
pottery basins constituted a large part.
They had flat walls and bases and were
made into either round or oval shapes.
Most of these potteries were polished
slightly and without any motifs. Some
of them were incised with cord pattern,
comb pattern, scraped thorn pattern,
scratch pattern, knoll-shaped pattern, and
mat pattern, etc.

In the middle and late stage of
Neolithic Age (approx. 9,000-4,000
years ago), since the period of Yangshao
Culture (5,000 B.C.-3,000 B.C.), pottery-
making industry developed fairly well.

There was an increase of vessel shapes,
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Colored Pottery Basin (Yangshao Culture,
Neolithic Age, 5000 B.C.-3000 B.C.)
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created another peak in Chinese pottery

history.
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Pottery Tripod (Cishan Culture,
Neolithic Age, 5400 B.C.-5100 B.C.)
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