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Preface 1

The Chinese people, with much bloodshed and fierce battles, won the complete victory over the
Japanese, which has remained in the nation’s collective memory for generations to come. On the 70th
anniversary of the world Anti-Fascist War and the Chinese Anti-Japanese War, the Selected Stone
Inscription Rubbings from Nanjing University Collections I was released by Nangjing University (NJU),
to uphold the traditional Chinese culture and exhibit the hardships experienced by the University of
Nanking, one of the two NJU’s predecessors, and its unrelenting spirit in face of the bloody war.

The Chinese Culture Institute of the University of Nanking was set up in the 30s of the 20th century.
A handsome group of prestigious scholars gathered there to sort out the nation’s relics and train young
students, and the collection and rescue of the precious rubbings had continued throughout the war. The
nearly 70 rubbings selected for this volume are among the best of the 20, 000 inscription rubbings in
the inventory of the NJU’s Art and Archaeology Museum. The efforts of collection over the years and
the excellent state of preservation exemplify the responsibility of generations of NJU faculty for their
persistence and professionalism.

The victory over the Japanese, which has become the collective memory of all Chinese worldwide,
was the first major triumph over the invading foreigners in modern Chinese history. To contemplate
these rubbing pictures 70 years later upon NJU’s 113’s anniversary, we cannot but feel in awe and
admiration for the ups and downs underwent by the faculty of the University of Nanking shuttling
among battle fields collecting and preserving these relics. The assortment and publication of the
rubbings is the best way to cherish the memory of NJU’s scholars at different historical periods. To
us who are working hard to actualize the Chinese dream and the nation’s revival, carrying over and
upholding the cultural heritage is both our mission and the fountainhead of our strength.

Mr. Ko Jinheng, the Hong Kong antiques collector, has kindly supported the assortment and

publication of this NJU collection. I would like to extend to him my sincere appreciation and respect.

Chen Jun
March, 2015
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Preface 11

Nanjing University (NJU), a time honored institute of higher learning, is known for the students it has
cultivated worldwide and its research on and collection of cultural relics.

NJU, then called the National Central University, had to move to China’s west during the Anti-
Japanese War. Despite the hardships they had undergone, the faculty of the Chinese Culture Institute
established in 1930 continued their research throughout the difficult years, having rescued and
collected as many as 2,680 items of stele and bronze rubbings. The number now has reached over
20,000 for NJU’s Art and Archaeology Museum during the following 70 years, which is indeed rare in
China’s museums.

Stele inscription is an indispensible part of the cultural relics of the Chinese nation and history. By
making use of stele, it leaves visible “historical records” through engraving and inscribing, and then
processes these records by rubbing them on the art paper to make the surface rugged with texture of
stone and bronze. For centuries, the stele inscription has been the prized curiosity of the connoisseur.

The Selected Stone Inscription Rubbings from Nanjing University Collections I selects nearly 70
items of stone rubbings from different dynasties, some of which are among the treasured items at
the University Museum, especially the inscriptions which have profound influence on calligraphy
of various historical periods. As supplement and testimony to history, these stele inscriptions carry
information relating to political, economic, military, scientific, technological and familial contexts.
With an accretion of history and culture, they perform the function of education and enlightenment.
The fine calligraphy and exquisite engraving provide aesthetic pleasure, and the verifiable historical
inscription is beneficial to archaeology as well. The publication and circulation of these ancient
documents and cultural treasures, edited and verified by NJU scholars, is an indication of the high
value of these art treasures and the prosperity of China’s cultural undertakings.

It is our incumbent responsibility to transmit and uphold our culture and tradition. NJU faculty
deserve admiration for their dedication to and professionalism in cultural transmission and respect for
history, and NJU is known for its depth in studies on culture, which can be seen in their publications
such as Collection of Nanjing University Historical Relics and Antiques and Scripts of Modern and
Contemporary Celebrities at Nanjing University. As an NJU honorary trustee and amateur calligrapher,
I feel honored to be able to assist the editing and publication of this volume, both as my respect for
the scholars who have protected these historical relics, and as a tribute to the celebration of the 70th

anniversary of the Anti-Japanese War.

Ko Jinheng at Zongtaozhai
March, 2015



