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Unit1 Time-Conscious Americans

=8 Part One

I. Cultural Background

Cultural differences: Students and teachers need to be aware that
the ethnocentric attitudes of writers are precisely the way cultural
conflict is encouraged.” Why is understanding a culture always the
others’ responsibility? Is it not possible that each culture could be made
aware of different conventions? Both sides must work at rising above
cultural differences and be willing to compromise and, in both cases,
most likely neither side has access to the cultural conventions of the

other, so blaming is not the answer. Educating is.

II. Text Learning Guide

1. Questions

(1) What precious resource do Americans value?

(2) What is considered to be a waste of time in the U.S. ?

(3) In what different ways do Americans approaéh time in business

relations?
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2. Structure Analysis

Part I (Paras.1 —2) Americans value time and save time
carefully. Time is regarded as precious
resources.

Part II (Paras.3 —7) Americans try every means to save time.
They save time in their daily life, business
and work as well. They also create a series
of devices to improve efficiency.

Part I (Para. 8) While new arrivals to the U.S. regard time

differently, Americans do take it as a sign of
skillfulness or being competent to solve a
problem or fulfill a job with speed.

3. Summary

Americans believe so much in moving ahead that they are

committed to researching, experimenting and exploring. They treat time
as if it were real—a precious resource. Americans value time so highly,
they dislike anyone “wasting” it beyond an appropriate amount. New
arrivals to the States will miss the custom of social talk during a business
call because Americans generally assess or enquire about their visitors
professionally rather than socially. The impersonality of electronic
communication has little to do with the significance of the matter at
hand. Finishing a job or solving a problem rapidly in the U. S. is
considered a sign of skillfulness.

III. Key Sentences Comprehension

1. Time is one of the two elements that Americans save carefully,
the other being labor. (Para.1)

Paraphrase: Americans use two things with great care ( or:
Americans never waste two things). One is time and the other is labor.

VESC: B R EE AT ETANPANERZ —, 53— MR 1.

Notice here in this sentence we have a special type of adverbial
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clause; “the other being labor” (7fi 57 £ #4544 ). The structure is.
subject +v. -ing (or v.-ed). This type of clause can also be put at the
beginning of the whole sentence. For example:

Lunch finished, the young couple returned to the sitting room. fz5¢
PR, EXFERRRAEES) TREE,

This type of clause can be rewritten by adding the preposition
“with”. For example:

Time is one of the two elements that Americans save carefully, with
the other being labor. if[E] &2 X B AT EWTARHANERZ —, 55—
P

With lunch finished, the young couple returned to the sitting room.
WZSEF IR, XAAFRARAR R TREE.

2. We budge it, save it, waste it, steal it, kill it, cut it, account
for it; we also charge for it. (Para.2)

Paraphrase: We deal with time in various ways as if time were
something of real value.

VESC: FRATTZE AT 18] 5 24 6] IR B e [R] 5 H e (] 8 i ) 45 0k
B )Xo Bf 1) 9 1) FEIARS 09 0 5 FRAT D3 R DA A e i WS 2 P o

kill it (time) . make time pass quickly by finding sth. to do. For
example:

We killed time by playing cards. ?ﬁﬂ‘]ﬂiﬁz&hﬁ%‘]ﬁgﬁﬁ]‘lﬁ];

account for; (D give a satisfactory explanation about ( how sth. is
used). For example: '

Jenny had to account to her husband for every penny she spent. %
BARAE SR — LR E AR

@ be the cause or origin of. For example:

North Sea oil accounts for a high proportion of our trade earnings.
bt A o e B S WA AR R —E o

charge for: ask (an amount of money) as a price. For example:

How much do you charge for washing a car? #RfIT1%—#REE I £
LER?
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3. Once the sands have run out of a person’s hourglass, they
cannot be replaced. (Para.2)

Paraphrase. The whole sentence is a metaphor, which means:.
Once time has passed, it will not return.

PO — B NAERDEAE L A RER R T o

run out of; (D (of liquid or sth. like liquid) flow out of. For
example: ‘

Many rivers run out of the Himalayas. i £ ] i & i T = & Hi HE
ke

@ use all one’s supplies, have no more. For example;

I am running out of patience. FHREMT L T -

4. Don’t take it personally. (Para.3) V

Paraphrase: Don’t let it upset yourself because they are treating
everybody this way or because they are not doing this to you in
particularly.

VESC : AN BORE SRS AR

take ... personally: if you take someone’s remarks personally, you
are upset because you think that they are being critical about you in
particular. For example:

You mustn’t take her negative comments of your plan personally. {5
ASNEZAL f R RS BIHE P S O ARAS N B

5. ... especially given our traffic-filled streets... (Para.5)

Paraphrase. ... especially when we take into account our busy
streets that are often full of traffic...

PR3 HRE Th e b ASTHRT

given: prep. taking into account. For example:

Given their inexperience, they have done a good job. %% [& | {f{/]
BRZ 2K, X TAEMATEME AT .

We can also use “given that ...” for the same meaning. For example:

Given that they are inexperienced; they have done a good job. %

BRI Z 250, X TAEMA TR MIS A5 1o
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Notice that “given” is followed by a noun phrase, while “given
that” is follow by a finite clause.

IV. Grammar and Translation

LA S

REL VA et A AT R AW EL (2SPe 2 = 5o i) 1 M o 1 I 2 23 2 N
i A A B AR AN B B ETE M . M ARG B
BSATHREEAR, EMLAFE, XMSHERA LS FAREXR,
O PR L EARGEAE T, PhST ARG BRI E SR R A i A
] P SRR LS A 2 T — S RIE AN 514

TSz EREELETE 2 i PR A 2 A - SR — 40 h A% TRl SR A E
55— i oA iR A E R B AR BRI EEE. 218
5 5 A4 JE AR AR A E R R EESF R EIE X REEEX
Ro WHLEMIE 5 R :-ing Jria) Sz FHE S5 44 -ed 23 i) 4 57 E K 45
1 Teahia i L EA AR SE

1. A/ ERACHE + B

20 EARACA S BAE A Z B SRR

Y- Time_permitting ( = If time permits) , we will go for an outing
tomorrow. USR] SLVF TG , FATTHH R L 28WF o

2. A/ ERACA + 3 £ 50

2/ ERACA S LA Z B EIR R

in: The problems solved ( = As the problems were solved ), the
quality has been improved. Bfi# [nl#RfgH, B C SR T,

3. A/ BRI + R |

i/ ERA S A E R Z ER F3K R, HIRER 2 — R BAAER
k.

4 : They said goodbye to each other, one to go home, the other to
go to the bookstore. ffiTiE R 5, — N[BT, —4% T 4k

4. Zid)/ EARACA + LA .

4n:So many people absent, the meeting had to be called off. X4
Z NG , AR AR
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5. %A/ AR + @i

4n:He put on his sweater, wrong side out. fifEEXKZFER T .

6. i)/ FARAIR + s TR

4n.The boy goes to the classroom, book in hand. AFE#%FH & F
BEH=E,

7. B ERRI + 477 |

f: Two hundred people died in the accident, many of them
children. BE ASETHE, HPHIFLILE, '

8. with 5| /MM, F4%

WML ERRE S F AR EE.

AN with +n. +-ed/-ing JE3; with +n. +adj. ;with +n. + /1A
1 with (without) +ZiF (41 /i) + ZEiEAMETE , S5 % h 44 17
AR Y EAR —E E =R, EaR N FARESH LR E L ERE
T4

&8 Part Two

I. Writing (15%)

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a
composition on the topic “The Value of Time”. The outline is given in
Chinese. Your composition should be no less than 120 words.

1. BHE] b R 5 Bt

2. R FES R E

Writing technique:.

BHEEA (WA

The Value of Time

A proverb says . But in my opinion,

. Why? Because . However,

. This is the reason why

It goes without saying that




Unit1 Time-Conscious Americans

Hence, . We should

As a student, | must

But it is a pity that

. They do not

In a word, we should

Do not

II. Reading Comprehension (35% )
Section A

Directions; In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are
required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a
word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before
making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. You

may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.

It seems you always forget—your reading glasses when you are
rushing to work, your coat when you are going to the 1 | your
credit card when you are shopping ...

Such absent-mindedness may be 2  to you. Now British and
German scientists are developing memory glasses that 3 everything
the user sees.

The glasses can play back memories 4  to help the wearer
remember things they have forgotten such as where they left their keys.

And the glasses also allow the user to “label” items so information
can be used later on.

The wearer could walk around an office or a factory - 5  certain
items by pointing at them. Obijects indicated are then given a blank
label on a screen inside the glasses that the user then 6 in.

It could be used in 7  plants by mechanics-looking to identify
machine parts or by electricians wiring a complicated device.

A spokesman for the project said,“A car 8 for instance could
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find at a glance where a part on a certain car model is so that it can be
identified and repaired. For the 9  the system could highlight
accident black spots or dangers on the road. ”

In other cases the glasses could be worn by people going on a
guided tour, indicating points of 10  or by people looking at
panoramas where all the sites could be identified.

A) later F) fills K) cleaners

B) motorists G) dashing L) mechanic

C) moisture H) necessity M) industrial

D) noticeable 1) record N) interest

E) frustrating J) halts 0) identifying
Section B

Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten
statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one
of the paragraphs. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Identify the
paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a

paragraph more than once.

A Virtual Revolution Is Brewing for Colleges

A) Students starting school this year may be part of the last generation
for which *going to college” means packing Llp, getting a dorm
room and listening to tenure (£ £ f#)) professors. Undergraduate
education is on the verge of a radical reordering. Colleges, like
newspapers, will be torn apart by new ways of sharing information
enabled by the Internet. The business model that sustained private
U.S. colleges cannot survive.

B) The real force for change is the market; Online classes are just
cheaper to produce. Community colleges and for-profit education
entrepreneurs are already experimenting with dorm-free, commute-
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free options. Distance-learning technology will keep improving.
Innovators have yet to tap the potential of the aggregator ({5 B[4
/% A ) to change the way students earn a degree, making the
education business today look like the news business around 1999.
And as major universities offer some core courses online, we’ll see
a cultural shift toward acceptance of what is still, in some circles, a
“University of Phoenix” joke.

This doesn’t just mean a different way of learning: The funding of
academic research, the culture of the academy and the institution of
tenure are all threatened.

Both newspapers and universities have traditionally relied on selling
hard-to-come-by information. Newspapers arrange advertising
space next to breaking news, but now that advertisers find their
customers on Craigslist and Cars. com, the main source of reporters
pay is vanishing. Colleges also sell information, with a slightly
different promise—a degree, a better job and access to brilliant
minds. As with newspapers, some of these features are now
available. elsewhere. A student can already access videotaped
lectures, full courses and openly available syllabuses ( ## & 44 )
online. And in 5 or 10 years, the curious 18- (or 54-) year old will
be able to find dozens of quality online classes, complete with take-
it-yourself tests, a bulletin board populated by other “students”,
and links to free academic literature.

But the demand for college isn’t just about the yearning to learn—it’s
also about the hope of getting a degree. Online qualifications cost a
college less to provide. Schools don’t need to rent the space, and
the excessive supply of doctoral students means they can employ
them as instructors and pay a fraction of the salary for a tenured
professor, and assume that they will rely on shared syllabuses.
Those savings translate into cheaper tuition, and even before the

recession, there was substantial evidence of unmet demand for
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F)

G)

H)

cheaper collegé degrees. Online degrees are already relatively
inexpensive. And the price will only dive in coming decades, as
more universities compete.

You can already see significant innovation in online education at
some community colleges and for-profit institutions. The community
colleges are working with limited resources to maximize their
offerings through Internet aggregation. For-profit institutions appear
to be capitalizing on the high demand for low-cost degrees and the
fact that few public schools do much traditional marketing.

These entrepreneurs are a little like the early online news sharers—
bloggers, contributors to mailing lists and bulletin boards, profit
seekers. Just as the new model of news separated “the article” from
“the newspaper”, the new model of college will separate “the class”
from “the college”. Classes are increasingly taken credit by credit,
instead of in bulk—just as news is now read article by article.
Taking the newspaper analogy ( 2§ Lt ) one step further, college
aggregators will be the center of the new school experience. In the
world of news, the aggregators have taken over from the newspaper
as the entry point for news consumption. Already, half of college
graduates attend more than one school before graduation. Soon
you’ll see more Web sites that make it easy to take classes from a
blend of different universities.

Because the current college system, like the newspaper industry,
has built-in redundancies(JT4%) , new Internet efficiencies will lead
to fewer researchers and professors. Every major paper once had a
bureau in, say, Sarajevo—now; a few foreign correspondents’
pieces are used in dozens of papers. Similarly, at noon on any
given day, hundreds of university professors are teaching
introductory Sociology 101. The Internet makes it harder to justify
these redundancies. In the future, a handful of Soc. 101 lectures
will be videotaped and taught across the United States.
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When this happens—be it in 10 years or 20—we will see a
structural disintegration ( 43 ) in the academy akin to that in
newspapers now. The typical 2030 faculty will likely be a collection
of assistants alone in their apartments, using recycled syllabuses and
administering multiple-choice tests from afar.

Not all colleges will be similarly affected. Like The New York
Times, the elite schools play a unique role in our society, and so
they can probably persist with elements of their old revenue model
longer than their lesser-known competitors. Schools with state
funding will be as immune as their budgets. But within the next 40
years, the majority of brick-and-mortar universities will probably
find partnerships with other kinds of services, or close their doors.
So how should we think about this? Students who would never have
had access to great courses or minds are already able to find
learning online that was unimaginable in the last century. But unless
we make a strong commitment to even greater funding of higher
education, the institutions that have allowed for academic freedom,
group learning, unpressured research and intellectual risk-taking are
themselves at risk.

If the mainstream of college teaching becomes a set of underpaid
adjuncts([ftJ& &) , we’ll lose a precious academic tradition that is
not easily replaced.

As advertisers find their customers online rather than on
newspapers, journalists are losing the main source of their
salaries.

Doctoral students’ supply exceeds demand, therefore, colleges
can employ them as instructors and pay them a 'small amount of
the salary for a tenured professor. sty
The analogy drawn between the new model of news and that of

college is used to show that the way classes are taken is

11



