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Section 1

A. THE STUDY OF ENGLISH

It is over two years since I began to learn English.
I am glad that I am getting on well with it.

I find English very interesting, but quite difficult.
When I first started, I thought I had only to remember
the new words and learn some grammar. I knew
little about English idioms. I thought each English
word had a word equal to it in Chinese. When I
learned to say “I see a book on the desk”, and “I am
going to see a friend”, I thought the English word
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“see” was just like the Chinese word “kan”. So one
day when my teacher asked me, “What are you dding?”
I answered, “I’m seeing a book.” “That’s wrong,” the
teacher said. “You don’t see a book. You read a book.
You can’t use an English word like a Chinese one. Be
sure not to make the same mistake again.”

After that I began to pay more attention to the
differences between Chinese and English. For exam-

ple,‘in English we say a “high mountain”, but a

“ ”»

“tall man”. In Chinese we use the same word “gao
for both. Again in English we say “take part in the
sports meet”, “attend a meeting” and “join the army?”,
while in Chinese we can use “can jia” for all three.
Interesting, isn’t it? -

So to study English doesn’t only mean hard work,
it can be great fun, tool We not only have to pay
attention to pronunciation, grammar, spelling and hand-
writing; we also have to understand English idioms.
Only in that way can we learn English well.

But all this is only a beginning and I still have a
long way to go. I'll try my best and work even harder
than before. I must speak and listen to English more
both in and out of class. I must read and write more,
too. I must learn English well so that I can work well
when I grow up.

« 2 .



NOTES

1.

THE STUDY OF ENGLISH ZiE#3], &3 326 4>
B, Hod iR 6 A (REEAHAE LB AR 2 1),
51.8%,
It is over two years since I began to learn English.
RFEECLBMWEL T, MY T 1 have learned
English for over two years.
I am getting on well with it. APHH4TF I am
studying it quite well.

to get on JEfig; MR R
I knew little about English idioms. IZiEAYZ11RAIE
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I thought each English word had a word equal to
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EXERCISES

1.

Answer the following questions:
4 .
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2)

3)

4)

5)

When did you begin to study English? How
long have you studied it?

Do you think English is interesting? Do you
find it difficult?

Can you learn English well if you only
remember some words and some grammar?

Can you give some examples to show the dif-
ferences between Chinese and English?

What do you study English for?

. Say each of these sentences in another way to give

the same meaning:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

My father has worked in that factory for more
than twenty years.

It is — since — .

They are friendly to their neighbours.

— get on well with .

I don’t know much about him.

—— little .

Don’t be late for class again.

Be sure — .

It is interesting to study English. It is difficult
to study English, too.

— both — and .

We can show slides in the daytime only in this
way.



Only —_ can — .
7) We must start early to get there in time.

—_so that —__ can —__.

B. ENGLISH SPELLING

One of my difficulties is to spell English
words. English wcrds are too difficult for me to spell
correctly. I always need a dictionary when I am writ-
ing. When I think of a word that I am not sure I can
spell, I look it up in the dictionary. But what about
words I think I can spell? Some of these words are the
ones that I always spell in a wrong way.

I really need a book that has in it all the words I
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can’t spell correctly. Where can T find it? Probably 1
shall have to write it myselft Also, it must be a book
easy to carry everywhere, so it must be small enough
to put in my pocket.

A college teacher once told me that even an Engl-
ishman cannot spell every English word correctly!
If he hears a new word which he has never heard
before, he cannot be sure how to spell it! It was such a
surprise that I couldn’t believe it; but he said, “First-
ly, there are about half a million words in English,
and nobody knows all of them; and secondly, English
is not spelled phonetically.” What he said made me
very happy! If an Englishman cannot spell all English

words correctly, how can I?

NOTES

1. ENGLISH SPELLING gt B, A3 215 4 i, H
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8. It was such a surprise that I couldn’t believe it.
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EXERCISES

1. Choose the best answers: ,
1) One of the writer’s ({g&fy) difficulties is — .

2)

3)

(A) to read English correctly

(B) to write something in English

(C) to spell English words

(D) to look up words in the dictionary

A dictionary can help him .

(A) to write what he wants to

(B) to spell correctly the words he is not sure
of

(C) to speak like an Englishman

(D) to listen to more English

The writer needs a dictionary with all the

words .

(A) he has never heard before

(B) he can’t find in other dictionaries



(C) he wants to use in writing
(D) he cannot be sure how to spell

4) The dictionary he wants must be —_ to put
in his pocket.
(A) small enough (B) big enough
(C) light enough (D) heavy enough

5) There aré about —_ words in English, and
nobody knows all of them.
(A) half a million (B) one million
(C) one million and a half (D) millions of

2. Say each of these sentences in another way to give
the same meaning:
1) The box is so heavy that I cannot move it.

too for to

2) This recorder is very small. I can carry it
everywhere.
— small enough to — .

3) I don’t know how I should show slides.
— how to —_.

4) The film is very good. I want to see it once
égain.

—such a .—_ that —__.
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Section 2

A. AN UNEMPLOYED WORKER

John Smith, a worker in New York, had lost his
job and become unemployed. He tried hard but
could not find any job. At that time there were hun-
dreds of thousands of unemployed workers throughout
the country. .

One day when he was walking in the street, look-
ing for a job, he saw a big {ruit store. He looked

into the yard and saw several workers carrying big
boxes with fruit. He passed the store and then return-
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ed. He entered the store office. He knew he could get
nothing there. Yet something told him to try once more.
In the office he saw a fat man sitting behind a desk.

“What do you want?” the fat man asked.

“I’'m looking for a job, sir,” John answered. “I
wonder if you need hands.”

“I’'m afraid we have no job for you here. We
have enough hands now.”

“I have been out of work for six months. Are.you
quite sure you cannot offer me anything, sir?”

The fat man said, “I’m sorry but we don’t need
any hands now.”

As John was going to leave, the fat man suddenly
stopped him.

“Are you strong?” he asked.

“I think I am, sir,” John said.

“Our men have to carry heavy boxes with fruit.
It is hard work and we pay eight dollars a week.
Will you take the job if we give you only five dollars?
Then we.could fire a man and you would take his
place.”

John thought for a while. He was in great need
of a job, but to take another man’s job, to become a
scab? Never|

“Well, what do you think of it, young man?”
12 »



