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g1 51Preface

Tea appreciation has long been considered an
elegant practice in the history of Chinese tea
culture and is to be partnered with a suitable
tea ware. Zisha pot or Purple clay pot, much
appreciated by tea drinkers and held up as
the finest of all fine tea wares, fits the bill
perfectly.

Made of purple clay, such a pot has
highly permeable texture and superior quality
to absorb traces of tea, and to retain flavor,
aroma and color in lengthy tea infusions.

It is also a work of art. A lump of
clay, artistically hand-built by potters and
burned at a high temperature, is fantastically
transfigured into a piece of artwork.
Profusion of artistic flavor and profound
connotation of Chinese culture dwell on the
extraction of materials, the design of teapot
shape, as well as on decoration and firing.

Combining poetry, calligraphy, painﬁngs and
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seal carvings, purple clay teaware—a unique
cultural gem—has witnessed its increasing
flourish in China after hundreds of years'
development, and the purple clay industry
eventually made a culture of itself.

Lovingly nursed, the purple clay pot
grows lustrous and beautiful with age, and
the tea infused in it becomes more aromatic.
We hope this book will be of interest to you
and bring you something appealing about

these pots.
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The Culture of Purple Clay Pot—A
Glorious History
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Purple clay pot, with a history of eight hundred years, is not merely a
tea ware or artwork but a culture of tea. Embracing a great variety of
shapes and quaint luster, it has profound connotation and fits in well
with tea, earning praise among tea enthusiasts, and further becomes
the craftwork for both collection and appreciation. It can be said

that the lingering charm, dwelled on Chinese tea culture, is further

enhanced by the purple clay pot.
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> Yixing—the Capital of
Pottery

Established about 2,000 years ago, the
city of Yixing is located in the south of
Jiangsu Province. with a history of more
than 7000 years in pottery making, this
cultural city is reputed as the “Pottery
Capital of Thousand Years™ .

Yixing—A Suitable Place for Pottery
Making

Lacated in the Taihu region, Yixing is
blessed with a mild climate, plentiful
of rainfall, fertile land and beautiful
mountains and rivers, which makes it the
“Land of Milk and Money” in Jiangnan
region.

Yixing is a place most suitable for
pottery making. Historically, Yixing's
pottery industry has been well developed,

and Yixing as a pottery town can be
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traced far back to the Neolithic age.

The purple clay pot is made of Zisha Ni
or purple clay, which is only found in
Yixing. In addition, Yixing is also famed
for its tea. As one of the prestigious
tea producing areas in China, it was
renowned in Jiangnan region as early as
the period of the Three Kingdoms (220—
280) for the “Guoshanyuan Tea” .
In the Tang Dynasty (618—907), the

increasing popularity of the tea from
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Yixing eventually made it a tribute to
the imperial court. Up till now, Yixing
is still the largest tea producing area in
Jiangsu Province where undulating hills
are covered with rolling tea plantations,
so vibrant and lively that they conjure up
a green sea of tea.

For hundreds of years, tea has been
a good company for Yixing natives
while pottery has been their means to
earn a living—a small clay pot means
everything to many Yixing natives. In
history, many literati were closely related
with the art of Yixing purple clay. They
got themselves involved in the creation of
purple clay pot in terms of commission,
design, inscribing, calligraphy and
seal. This makes an artwork combining
epigraphy, sculpture, calligraphy,
painting, poetry out of ordinary daily
necessities, adding a strong cultural note

to the teapot.
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A scene of Yixing potters making purple clay products.
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“Purple Clay Village” of Yixing

The "Purple Clay Village", formerly known as “Shangyuan Village” , is the birthplace of Yixing
purple clay. Not far from it is the famous Huanglong Mountain, one of the key original producing

places for purple clay.

As early as the Ming (1368—1644) and Qing (1644—1911) dynasties, villagers were engaged
in making purple clay pot generation after generation. In this village, almost all households dealt
with making of teapots and they had workshops of their own, the traditional hand-built technique

being the dominant way.

Numerous great masters of purple clay pot were born in this village or had apprenticeship here,
including Hui Mengchen, Chen Mingyuan, Shao Youlan, Shao Daheng, Zhao Songting, Cheng

Shouzhen, Wang Yinchun, Gu Jingzhou, and others.
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Dingshu Town—The Center of
Pottery Kilns

“Yixing is the Capital of Pottery
while pottery manufacturing dwells
on Dingshu.” Yixing pottery kilns
mostly gathered in Dingshu Town where
Dingshan and Shushan mountains are
located. As early as the Eastern Han
Dynasty (25—220), Dingshu Town has

become the manufacturing center of
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Stone Arch Bridge in Dingshu Town

purple clay. This is because the town
is on the east of Taihu Lake, where
convenient land and water transportation
greatly facilitate the shipping of pottery
goods.

Entering the town, one will find
the river is fulfilled with boats of varied
sizes, all loaded with purple clay products
ranging from jars to tanks and pots to
bowls. The banks of the river too, are
occupied with these goods, even some
houses and archways are made of purple
clay. A large number of pottery shops
line the edges of the streets of this town,
and most of the shop plaques, gates of the
housing, street light poles and dust bins,

are built with this material.
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Sceneries of Taihu Lake
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Ren Ganting, Gu Jingzhou and Jiang
Rong, among dozens of great masters of
purple clay ware, all came from Dingshu
Town. The town also gave birth to these
institutions: the Trade Association of
Yixing Purple Clay, Li Yong Pottery
Shop of Yixing, Vocational School of
Yixing Ceramics, all being the earliest of
their kind. Further, Gunan Street of this
town, once filled with pottery shops and
studios in its heyday, is the best place for
taste of the ancient culture of purple clay.

Completed in 1980, China Yixing
Ceramics Museum is located in Dingshan
Beilu Street, Dingshu Town. After
decades of development, the museum
has grown into the largest and the only
regional one around the country, in which
over ten thousand ceramic masterworks
past and present are on display,
epitomizing the magnificent culture of
Chinese ceramics.

Nowadays, Dingshu Town, as
a ceramic industry base, has dozens
of professional factories to carry out
mechanized production, and yields as
many as 5,000 kinds of product. With an
annual output above 40 million pieces,
their products (dominated by purple clay
pots) are exported to 50 countries and

regions overseas.
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> The History of Purple
Clay Pot

The purple clay pot, a derivative from
the process of pottery making, in its
800 years of development has been
transformed from ordinary tea utensils

into artwork of splendid charm.

The Origin

Purple clay pot was said to have
originated in the Northern Song Dynasty
(960—1127) as Zini or purple clay was
found described by literati and scholars
of this period in their poetry. Mei
Yaochen—a famous poet, once wrote of
purple clay pot in a poem: “A tiny cute

stone ware, coupled with cold fountain,

Yue Kiln Celadon Pot (Northern Song Dynasty 960—1127)



