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Basic Tips on How to Take IELTS

HBREBLEENEMREN

By IELTS Examiner Tim Cornwall
% E Tim Cornwall

To prepare for the test

EAE & ER

Read lots of books [ k&

Watch educational TV programs MEH BT XBMT H

Write extra homework assignments Z2f(/E . #1453

Review mistakes and try to correct [AlJii4i%, 22kt iE

Learn more vocabulary %> 8 £ 1a]j[

Learn to listen iRE LW

Practice pronunciation 2> &%

Practice speaking slowly %> ht81E 3

Take chances—speak up $IFHLLs, K AHHL1EH

10. Find ways to enjoy your studies—music, games... 8B ZEZEIWHR, 0HF K. IF
X

fo (g2 S ;- FR O e I

Day before the test

EEE AT — X

1. Get some exercise ff{—L5iz )

2. Have some fun JF.( #3258t

3. Enjoy a great dinner Z—fi £ R

4. Watch some English TV F—#t#EB 3 H
5. Go to bed early 5. @5 BEH



Morning of the test

FERH R L

1.

Enjoy a good breakfast Wz {f 5.4

2. Do not drink too much RAE M KL K
3.
4
5

Wear your favorite clothes ZEfxE WX A IR

. Arrive early $£32-3% 17
. Go to the toilet before the test ZHij 2= ] iy

During the Test

[ A

Wr 1

1. Follow the instructions very carefully JA B ~FHE 7N

2. Listen carefully at all times Mk Z|BERIA BT

3. Answers come in the same order as the questions, so answer one-by-one [a] 8 FIZ 5 —
FEER RARIDUT B, BT LA — R — A bl

4, TIf you miss a question, do not worry fRUMRIE T —&L, AL

5. Write clearly and use abbreviations INE$5, FHFEH%EE

6. If you do not know the spelling, write what you can R UM AHIE 85 /E4HE,
REE R BT FE B

7. Check spelling and vocabulary after the listening is finished W7 1455 5 A5 Fia)iC

8. If you do not know an answer, guess RUMRAHEEE, BEFBAESE

9. Be careful before you change an answer Bt E =2

10. Transfer answers quickly and carefully and then review again and again %5 %5 42 f) it

o BEER, WAL, ZIRE A

Il 132

J e g e W N

Decide which reading is easiest and do first BIF43H &7 B85k SeA80BRs 4>
Take 20 minutes for each reading selections [ {52434 # 2 EL 20 434
Read the questions carefully A B & &5

Read topic sentences to each paragraph first B0 a8 A%

Give the answers exactly as asked 3% 8 0] i 5 & %

Check spelling as it is important }#8f5 , XREE

Follow the word limits on answers % M R & =50k & 5



IE] TS s . ~

8.
9.

RBESEELORNRY
Make certain answers in the correct spaces Z & EHIE EMKISHE T

If you change answers, be 100% certain before making any change B A RE =&

10. If you do not know an answer, guess RIUMRAHIEESE, BMEFHAESTE

‘\\ riting

S

1. Read both questions first RGN 4 1) [) EHR SE 132 — i

2. Write enough words for both tasks P #P 5 5 5 74K

3. Take 20 minutes (no more) to do Task 1 ZE&5—#B4rh (F&£) 1 20 4r4h

4. In Task 1, include an introduction in you own words 5% —a84r0F, B A)N40EH
HOWEESE

5. In Task 1, write an overview without using numbers 5% —3&84r0t, FEARBEA )R] F
AT ST

6. In Task 1, use numbers if it is a chart B5—#4r0t, R R KR HET

7. With Task 2 take 35 minutes (no more) 7E& —#4aH (L) 1 35 44

8. With Task 2, answer all parts of the question (1, 2 or 3 parts) 5 —&4rat, Z[E|

AR A /NS (3t 3 /NED
Use complex sentences, difficult words and paragraphs {# & 22f)/5) 7. A MEE /)i
LB %

10. Review your work when finished B 5¢iF# &

Spe
Pes

KIng

Mig

1. Pretend the interviewer is a favorite uncle {52 B 2R B 2 3K I BURL

2. Speak slowly & #2118

3. Answer the question asked [A[ff A& 44

4. Use long answers /]

5. Give extra information $&t&H 45 B

6. Answer the question “why” before it is asked Z'E& A8 “HfH4a”, RWATLLES)
=] 2

7. Give answers to show your English ability 222 fEARPAR B 1E K

8. If you need to, lie, the examiner won't know 7E %37 bk To4h K

/

P

/
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[ELTS Beginner's Level Reading Tips

H#BEEANREES

* Q: What is the essential format of the IELTS reading test?

). BB R EATE R EARFRN?

A. There are two types of IELTS Reading: Academic Reading and General Training
Reading. The IELTS Reading test has three parts, and each part contains one passage
and several questions. There are 40 questions in total in the reading test. Each part con-
tains 11-15 questions. Academic Reading and General Training Reading share the same
question types, but the contents of the passages are different. Passages in Academic
Reading are more difficult than the ones in General Training Reading. An hour is allotted
for the reading test, which means there won’t be an extra 10 minutes for test takers to
transfer their answers to the answer sheet. During the test, test takers should write
down their answers on the answer sheet.

. MEFEESA A 2% (Academic Reading, ¥ AR 2) Ml G # (General Training
Reading, #R¥) Wfh, XWMHEES KA =7, SRR =RIE. HiEELEdt
A408, —BEMIA 11~15 8, AFGCEXHERE—FH, HEXWEHXEAR
AR, A% GEEME. FHEERXLIL 1A/NE, NG HBSMY 10 28hEt ) ikE 4 %
HER, ZRANE, BLELMERILEREEEEF L.

Reading Section Official Standard Scoring ([RiERIE HiFFRdENT) :

A K,
Score (Band) ¥&4% Score (Actual) FRI5%
5 15
6 23
7 30
8 35
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( 4
s

Score (Band) &ZR4Y Score (Actual) RiG%
4 15
5 23
6 30
7 34

L

http://www. chinaielts. org/guide/band _ descriptors _ introduction. shtml

Q: What types of questions are asked on the IELTS reading test?
[ - 8L 1] 152 2% 1o Py R R A R 27
A: According to Cambridge ESOL’s official website, there are the following ten
question types on IELTS reading test:
& RIESIHF R Cambridge ESOL HHERE W%, BlE% A T HRER .
Type 1: Multiple choice 28
Type 2: Short-answer questions f&]2Z5
Type 3: Sentence completion 5¢ if{/a] F
Type 4. Notes/summary/flow-chart/table completion % /& F1H2s 5
Type 5: Labeling a diagram #5 & &5
Type 6: Classification H2&/5
Type 7: Matching B¢ %} /5
Type 8: Choosing suitable paragraph headings from a list $% Bz 7% B4 .04
Type 9: Identification of writer’s views/claims—yes, no or not given 4 Wi & | b 5
Type 10: Identification of information in the passage—true, false or not given {& & 3| b &5

Please take a look at the sample questions:

A RO R ) )

ype 1: Multiple choice
T

FlE 1 S HE R 4 B8 Cambridge IELTS 5 Test 1 P18




Choose THREE letters A-H
Write your answers in boxes 1-3 on your answer sheet.
NB Your answers may be given in any order,

Which THREE of the following statements are true of Johnson’s Dictionary?

A. Tt avoided all scholarly words.

It was the only English dictionary in general use for 200 years.
It was famous because of the large number of people involved.
It focused mainly on language from contemporary texts.

There was a time limit for its completion.

It ignored work done by previous dictionary writers.

It took into account subtleties of meaning,.

T OMMY O W

Its definitions were famous for their originality.

Ls

2

3.

Bl 2 SIBTHEE 4 Bt Cambridge IELTS 5 Test 1 P22
Choose the correct letters A, B, Cor D

Write your answers in boxes 20-22 on your answer sheet.

20. The teacher-subjects were told that they were testing whether

A. a 450-volt shock was dangerous.

B. punishment helps learning.

C. the pupils were honest.

D. they were suited to teaching.

21. The teacher-subjects were instructed to

A. stop when a pupil asked them to.

B. denounce pupils who made mistakes.

C. reduce the shock level after a correct answer.

D. give punishment according to a rule.

22. Before the experiment took place the psychiatrists

A. believed that a shock of 150 volts was too dangerous.

B. failed to agree on how the teacher-subjects would respond to instructions.

C. underestimated the teacher-subjects’ willingness to comply with experimental proce-
dure.

D. thought that many of the teacher-subjects would administer a shock of 450 volts.
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Type 2: Short-answer questions

SIHF A 4 BRI Cambridge IELTS 9 Test 1 P20

Answer the questions below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

8. Before Perkin’s discovery, with what group in society was the colour purple associated?
9. What potential did Perkin immediately understand that his new dye had?

10. What was the name finally used to refer to the first colour Perkin invented?

Type 3: Sentence completion

S B 4> B8 Cambridge IELTS 4 Test 4 P90

Complete the sentences below with words taken from Reading Passage 1.

Use ONE WORD for each answer.

7. According to Professor Yessis, American runners are relying for their current success

[0 ) B .

8. Yessis describes a training approach from the former Soviet Union that aims to develop

an athlete’s .oicveevevenennnnn.

9. Yessis links an inadequate diet tO ....cceceveneeene. ’

Type 4: Notes/summary/flow-chart/table completion

S M 4 BB Cambridge IELTS 9 Test 4 P90
Complete the notes below.

Choose ONE WORD from the passage for each answer.

Marie Curie’s research on radioactivity

* When uranium was discovered to be radioactive, Marie Curie found that the ele-
ment called 7. had the same property.

e Marie and Pierre Curie’s research into the radioactivity of the mineral known as
8. let to the discovery of two new elements.

e In 1911, Marie Currie received recognition for her work on the element 9.




Type 5: Labelling a diagram
IME{"

PIFFHEE £ HE {8 Cambridge IELTS 8 Test 2 P43

Complete the diagram below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

Pilkington’s float process

I

Type 6: Classification

335
SIHFHE R £ E {8 Cambridge IELTS 8 Test 2 P48
Classify the following events as occurring during the
A. Medieval Warm Period
B. Little Ice Age
C. Modern Warm Period

Write the correct letter, A, Bor C, inboxes 23-26 on your answer sheet.
23. Many Europeans started farming abroad.

24, The cutting down of trees began to affect the climate.

25. Europeans discovered other lands.

26. Changes took place in fishing patterns.

Type 7: Matching
I@B.‘?‘j 1]

SIHTHE B 2 B8 Cambridge IELTS 8 Test 1 P20

Look at the following events and the list of nationalities below.
Match each event with the correct nationality, A-F.

Write the correct letter, A-F, inboxes 5-8 on your answer sheet.

5. They devised a civil calendar in which the months were equal in length.



.

HBEREANDRERE
6. They divided the day into two equal halves.

7. They developed a new cabinet shape for a type of timekeeper.

8. They created a calendar to organise public events and work schedules.

List of Nationalities

Babylonians
Egyptians
Greeks
English
Germans

French

Mmoo OoREp

HESERNDING
SIUHFHE B 4 Eif 8 Cambridge IELTS 8 Test 2 P45
Reading Passage 2 has six paragraphs, A-F.

IType 8: Choosing suitable paragraph headings from a list

Write the correet number |- [Xin boxes 14-17 on your answer sheet.

List of Headings

i . Predicting climatic changes

i . The relevance of the Little Ice Age today

ji. How cities contribute to climate change

iv. Human impact on the climate

V. How past climatic conditions can be determined
Vi. A growing need for weather records

Vii. A study covering a thousand years

Vii. People have always responded to climate change

iX. Enough food at last

Example Answer

Paragraph A viii




14. Paragraph B

Example Answer

Paragraph C Vv

15. Paragraph D
16. Paragraph E
17. Paragraph F

E‘Type 9. Identification of writer’s views/claims—yes, no or not given

1 Y 2L
SIBFHE R 4 B8 Cambridge IELTS 6 Test 3 P70

Do the following statements agree with the views of the writer in Reading Passage 27
In boxes 19-21 on your answer sheet , write

YES if the statement agrees with the views of the writer

NO if the statement contradicts the views of the writer

NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

19. A shrinking organisation tends to lose its less skilled employees rather than its more
skilled employees.
20. It is easier to manage a small business than a large business.

21. High achievers are well suited to team work.

‘Type 10: Identification of information in the passage—true, false or not given

SIHFHE R 2 HiA 8 Cambridge IELTS 5 Test 1 P19

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the Reading Passage 17
In boxes 8-10 on your answer sheet , write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information

FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN  if there is no information on this

8. The growing importance of the middle classes led to an increased demand for dictiona-
ries.
9. Johnson has become more well known since his death.

10. Johnson has been planning to write a dictionary for several years.

10
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¢« (. What are the sources of the IELTS reading passages?

(7]« S e 5 S F A T A R FEL 7

A: Passages in General Training Reading are mostly from notices, advertisements,
leaflets, newspapers, instruction manuals, books and magazines. Under most circum-
stances, the first passage is the easiest one, which aims to assess whether test takers
have mastered the essential skills that will help them survive in English speaking coun-
tries. The other two passages are more in depth than the first one. Passages in Academic
Reading are mostly from magazines, journals, books and newspapers, with more com-
plex sentence structures and more difficult vocabulary.

% GERIEBORAMA. [, B8, R4, F58. BRE. —BRELT, G
KPR SCGERR LR, BRSERTASEREEZEFWEARGE. FHRES
WARE. ARCE—BokAZGE. T, BRRIE, &4 a2 B0 Z B .

e (. Which should 1 read first: the passage or the questions?

() V12 e 152 SCFE I 2 (1) i 7

A: This is a question that has troubled many test takers for a long time. As a matter
of fact, it depends on individuals’ habits of reading and answering questions. There is no
rule as to which method is better or more efficient. Some test takers are accustomed to
“Skimming/Scanning and Intensive Reading” method. More specifically, they first scan
the passage and grasp its general idea, and then they read the questions and find the cor-
responding contents in the passage (in order to answer the questions), Some test takers
prefer the “Using Key Words to Read” method, which means they first look at questions
and use the key words in the questions to read passages accordingly (without reading the
entire passage). I also believe that it depends on the type of the questions. For instance,
in terms of “Choosing suitable paragraph headings from a list”, it is advisable to read a
paragraph and then read the list to find a suitable heading for the paragraph. After that,
you can move on to the next paragraph. I also recommend test takers to cross out the
headings that have already been chosen. If you use the headings from the list to find the
suitable paragraph, which means you have to read a heading then read the entire passage
in order to find the suitable paragraph, then this would be considered inefficient. On the
other hand, if the type of the question is “Summarize the general idea of the passage”,
namely summing up the main idea of the entire passage, then it’s best to leave it until you
have already read the passage and finished all other questions. In other words, this type

of question should be answered after all the other tasks have been completed.

& XRLHZHERPEAEE, HEXERE N ANBE IR, BA L EB—F 7

11
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L, SEAROR, ALEA IR E SR MREBEE, WHReRER —E 3
=, TMAMAE, RGBS EXE, FEEEI ) “AX@mEEi”
Wbk, EEME, REF SCERBUEEE PR OCEE, BEEEMEEMEXHNE.
FA R EARE A SR R . 2R, “IREBIE LA XY, R R
E—BOCE, FEEET, RNE S METUR, FEEET —BOUT. MR AT
(haiD SkE A MBS, WERE—EI (P BEESCE N AR T 3N A B
& M2RFEM AT, MHEFE 2 SCE B M, dwilEz8aCER S8R, W
i R 3 58 4 S AR PR

» (: What should I do if I encounter something I don’t understand on the test?

o). ik, 8RB AT

A. Test takers are often nervous or do not sufficiently prepare for the test, they
might give up and not complete the entire test. Also, test takers may not understand pre-
vious questions very well; and this therefore can affect questions later on. When taking
the test, learn under what circumstances to give up on certain questions. One item that is
worth emphasizing: when an answer is wrong, points will not be credited, but will also
not be deducted either. Thus it is important not to leave any questions blank, even if
your answer is completely incorrect.

By answering 30 out of 40 questions correctly, you can achieve a score of 7.0 in the
Academic Reading module of IELTS, which is considered good enough to enter most uni-
versities in the world. The lesson here is: Don’t spend too much time on the 10 most dif-
ficult questions. It’s more important that you allow yourself time to answer the 30 easiest
questions and give the remaining 10 your best guess. As a general rule, if you're still
unsure of an answer after one minute, pencil in your best guess, move on to the next
question, and come back to it later if there’s time.

% iAW, HTOMERKMEIATERTEZ AR, FEEHE S ERFEO
B, DIBORRESE AR H . e BB i TR S 080T i A9 8 B S 805 w8 E R R
W B RHEEE 20E MHGE . B — R EAN RN, MRERBET, HFASHEE
sy, rURBAESE, BIEHMNERBLEELF.

HERLEEE (A0 1 10 RIS, REREEZ XS 30 38, #AEHS 7 s sy, WE
ZROFRIEOR . X BB ITFREW R . AL 10 HEERNE E b e KEatE, 245
B RIS [A] 45 30 18 AL A Z BRI H . R 10 BEERER—T . —Bokit, Bk
TEH TR FAE T — o R R B B R, IR AR BRI AT R &5, ks
fUemE A R . R R EA RE, FREEZEE.

12
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* Q: Can I use a dictionary in IELTS reading test?
(7]« 7 SR ] 43225 A s T LA feff P 7 iy 7
A: T think you already know that the answer to this question is no! You will there-
fore need a good vocabulary repertoire and a range of strategies for guessing the meaning
of an unfamiliar word.
% REMROCHESRAEZERT, YAARAL ARARFERBEEHEICE, ¥
Lz A 0 A ) TR A SR
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