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Foreword

The stage can show us the best and worst of ourselves, reflect
images that delight or dismay, offer views that we may not
know but can instantly recognise. That is its power.

Two new plays of the 41st HKAF, Blast and Smear, exploit
this unique capacity, and encompass opposing views in
multiple dimensions: looking in, looking out, reflecting
reflections to look at how each sees others and are seen by
them in turn, while we the audience, complicit in all possible
perspectives, watch the action unfold.

A third new work published this year is the libretto for the
chamber opera Heart of Coral. Poetical, lyrical and richly
nuanced, it draws upon the literary source that inspired this
new work, and offers new perspectives on the life and works
of this remarkable woman and outstanding writer.

144 performances of new works by Hong Kong’s creative
talent have been presented at home, elsewhere in China and
farther afield in the region between 2012 and 2009, when the
HKAF first embarked on producing, publishing and touring
new local work to premier in each Festival.

I am immensely grateful to the artists who have worked with
us through these years, and to the artists who form or renew
an association with the HKAF in 2013. I look forward to
doing more with them in the years ahead. I am also deeply
grateful to the HKAF team, who make me proud to be part
of this organisation and who continue to inspire me to reflect
upon the wonder and power of great performances.

Tisa Ho
Executive Director, Hong Kong Arts Festival
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Playwright’s Note

Xiao Hong is an exceptional person.
She is not only a character, but also a role waiting to be moulded.
And I loathe to treat her story as a tragedy. That is my position.

Some critics depict her later works as touching upon the deepest
secrets of the human psyche. To me, these are not common
desires, but notions far larger and broader.

Many of her writings are shrouded by a sense of self-surrender,
yet I detect therein a fervent desire for life: she strove to break
through in her own maverick and carefree manner. Humans
are complex by nature: it all depends on our perspectives and
choices.

I’m wary of delineating a straightforward biography, because
that does not qualify as artistic creation. And this work is not
intended to be an ode to Xiao Hong. I only want to examine
her and her alone, to wield words in shaping those brilliant and
poignant facets belonging to her.

I hope that through this work, we can appreciate those very
colours of life. For Xiao Hong, they comprise the temperaments,
fears and responsibilities, as well as stubbornness and aspirations
that her hometown and upbringing bequeathed her. Others might
detect an inner spirit within this structure. When strung together,
an answer to life emerges.

All of us must complete prescribed tasks within respective
timespans. Doubt, resistance, acceptance, possession, rejection,
and loss, facing life anew, riding the ups and downs that mark
existence: some view them as struggles while others revel in
grappling with them.

[ must extend my heartfelt thanks to the Hong Kong Arts
Festival, composer Chan Hing-yan and director Helen Lai. It is
my good fortune to have the opportunity to work with you.

Yan Yu, Libretto

A 2009 MFA graduate of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. Yu's
output includes Passion of Body Art (2009 East Asian Games). The Scent of
Prunella for Harmonic Theatre in 2010, Jige Qing (Hong Kong Arts Festival.
2011) and The Hevdays (Hong Kong Repertory Theatre. 2011). In 2012. she
penned the RTHK broadcast drama Our Fifteen Years and Ho Bit Goon's O You
Heavenly Creatures presented at the New Vision Art Festival. Yu's script for The
Heydays wias nominated for Best Play at the 217 Hong Kong Drama Awards and
2011 Hong Kong Theatre Libre
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Heart of Coral premiered at the Theatre, Hong Kong City Hall,
1 March, 2013, 41" Hong Kong Arts Festival
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