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PREFACE LI PU
I The People's Republic of China (PRC) was founded on October 1, 1949, This was a great auspicious occasion for the ancient and
completely new China when millions of people rejoiced at the happy event and the whole nation joined in the jubilation. Her significance
in both the Chinese history as well as in the oriental and world history was immeasurable. Over more than one hundred years, China had
suffered enough from imperialist aggression and humiliation as well as domestic reactionary oppression and exploitation, By then, thanks to
the victories in the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, the War of Liberation and the people's revolution, all those sufferings
had been swept away. The Chinese people had since then stood up.

2l had the good luck to mount the rostrum of Tiananmen to gather news and cover this grand founding ceremony. Xinhua News Agency,
which was responsible for covering the event in the form of releasing bulletins, send Li Qianfeng and myself for this important task. The
name '"the People's Republic of China" was decided at the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) after it accepted the
proposal by Professor Zhang Xiruo, a non—party democratic personage. The First Plenary Session of the CPPCC was held in Beijing from
21 to 30, September. The convening of this session was called the !founding ceremony!. This point could be verified by all the large
newspapers throughout the country that year. It testified the high importance attached to this session by people at the time. The two of
us, as working personnel of the information section of this conference, moved into the Qinzheng Hall inside Zhongnanhai. Our Section Chief
was the noted political commentator Huan Xiang, He was also a delegate of the CPPCC and one of the nine deputy Secretary—Generals of
the conference. The several large newspapers of the country had all sent their correspondents to gather news and give coverage of respective
characteristics. Taking part in the news coverage were also many press photographers and cameramen for shooting documentary films.

[ The photograph album published by the Great Wall Publishing House has selected with meticulous care many valuable historic scenes for
the readers, They not only include scenes in the capital, but also scenes in other places. This makes the album even the more precious, because
the grand ceremony was an event not only for the capital alone, but for the whole China as well. | have been asked to write a preface
for this book. It is my unshirkable duty. | feel it my honour, and my good luck once more.

B think my mission in writing this article is to give some necessary illustrations to this event which took place more than half a century
ago, so that some readers, young friends in particular, will not be puzzled at, or unable to make head or tail of, some of the photographs.
Certainly, these explanations will be limited by my personal experience and knowledge. Half a century, fifty years, is but an instant in
the long history of mankind, However, for an individual person, an event, or even for a region, a country, such a span of time is not very
short, Just look at the past twenty years and more since the start of reform and opening to the outside world, what great changes have
taken place! It is not strange that a western philosopher said, "history makes man wise!.

I As a matter of fact, | do not mean to write history, nor to write memoirs. Please allow me to use a term of the film circles, | will
also provide a few scenes.

[ The year before last, someone suddenly asked me, was the sentence 'the Ghinese people have stood up! said by Mao Zedong on the rostrum
of Tiananmen during the grand ceremony of the founding the People's Republic? | could not give a definite answer for some time. After
quiet deliberations, | found it evident that it was said by him in the opening address at the First Plenary Session of the CPPCC. The title
of the opening address was "The Chinese People Have Stood Up!" At the founding ceremony, he read out "Proclamation of the Central People's
Government (CPG) of the People's Republic of China®. This was a standard official document which required no emotional wording. This official
document was sent to governments of all countries in the world on the same day by Zhou Enlai in the name of Minister of Foreign Affairs,
When Mao Zedong read out this Proclamation, | stood in the back row behind him. After he finished the reading, | stepped forward to get
the manuscript, Sticked o the manuscript was a note with names of all members of the CPG. Pointing to the note, he urged me again and
again: "Be careful with this note, by no means you should get it lost. Publish according to this, don't miss anything."! The document was
of letterpress printing. The note sticked to the document was of handwriting by someone else. There were no computers at that time. On
the document was also his instruction written with a pencil: "Publish as it is, Mao Zedong."

| took another copy of the printed document with those names added for the news release, This valuable historical relic was thus kept
in my hands. During the "Great Cultural Revolution", however, it was confiscated by the Red Guards when they searched my house. | pleaded
time and again, but to no avail. | don't know its destiny whether it still exists today. If that day | used the original copy for the news
release, it would be eventually mixed up with other manuscripts of Xinhua News Agency, and likewise, it could hardly be found. This article
has been selected into the first volume of Mao Zedong's Writings Since the Founding of the People's Republic of China. A note at the end
of the article indicates that it was "printed according to the People!s Daily of October 2, 1949V which was the circular released by Xinhua
News Agency to the whole country. It is obvious that the Proclamation with all the names added was the only original copy, which was
handed to me by Mao Zedong himself after he had finished reading, and there was no other manuscript left.

0 had learned in advance that it was Zhang Zhizhong's proposal to have all the mames added. Probably it was Huan Xiang who told me
about this. Who was Zhang Zhizhong? He had been an important dignatary of the Guomindang, and had come to Beiping to negotiate peace
as the chief representative of the Central Committee of the Guomindang, The Guomintang and theé Communist Party had reached a peace
agreement, The Chiang Kai—shek clique of the Guomindang rejected it. Therefore, the negotiations broke down. Parting company with the
Chiang Kai—shek clique, Zhang Zhizhong joined in the peace and democratic camp and participated in the work of founding New China.
[ There was a major reason for the fact that Mao Zedong accepted Zhang Zhizhong's proposal with pleasure and attached such importance
to that namelist. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China &CPC) had decided long ago and had proclaimed time and again
for years running: The Chinese revolution would consist of two steps. The first step was new democracy and establishment of a coalition
government; the second step would be socialism. Politically, the practice of new democracy was to establish and consolidate the people’s
democratic dictatorship under the leadership of the working class and based upon the alliance of workers and peasants, which would unite
with the petty brourgeosie and the capitalist class. Economically, the state sector, which would consitutute the main body, would coexist
with four other sectors of the economy, namely: cooperative economy, individual economy of peasants and handicraftsmen, private capitalist
economy and state capitalist economy. Now that the most famous representative figures of all these sectors of the economy had entered
into the namelist, it goes without saying that this new Government of New China which had been founded only recently was genuinely a
coalition government practicing new democracy.

2 Now let's look at this namelist.
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* The Proclamation announced: The CPPCC "elected Mao Zedong to be Chairman of the CPG; Zhu De, Liu Shaogi, Soong Ching Ling, Li
Jlshen Zhang Lan and Gao Gang to be Vice Chairmen; Chen Yi, He Long, Li Lisan, Lin Boqu, Ye Jlanymg He Xiangning, Lin Biao, Peng
Dehua.1 Liu Bocheng, Wu Yuzhang, Xu Xianggian, Peng Zhen, Bo Yibo, Nie Rongzhen Zhou Enlai, Dong Biwu, Saifuding, Rao Shushl Chen
Jiageng, Luo Ronghuan, Deng Zihui, Ulanfu, Xu Teli, Cai Ohang, Liu Geping, Ma Yinchu, Chen Yun, Kang Sheng, Lin Feng, Ma Xulun, Guo
Moruo, Zhang Yunyi, Deng Xiaoping, Gao Chongmin, Shen Junru, Shen Yanbing, Chen Shutong, Situ Meitang, Li Xijiu, Huang Yanpei, Cai
Tingkai, Xi Zhongxun, Peng Zemin, Zhang Zhizhong, Fu Zuoyi, Li Zhuchen, Li Zhangdai, Zhang Bojun, Cheng Qian, Zhang Xiruo, Chen Minshu,
Tan Pingshan, Zhang Nanxian, Liu Yazi, Zhang Dongsun and Long Yun to be Members, forming the Council of the CPG.!

10 Just look at this namelist. All the noted persomages who had been fighting for democracy and freedom on China's political stage and
characters of strength on all fronts and in all factions who were opposed to the Guomindang dictatorial autocratic rule were on the list.
It goes without saying what an enormous impact it would exert on the public both at home and abroad. The original text of the Proclamation
listed only the names of the Chairman and the six Vice Chairmen, and then mentioned only "Chen Yi and fifty—five others as Members.
With fifty—five names omitted, how could it have such an impact?

" Gasps of admiration were heard everywhere at that time. The Communist Party was great, it truly served the interests of the whole
nation! She had undergone untold sufferings in uniting the people to conquer the country, now she was genuinely uniting with other
democratic parties and non—party personages in ruling the country. How many non—Communist personages assumed important posts? Let's
look at the list with greater care: Among the six Vice Chairmen, Soong , Li and Gao were non—Communist; Among the fifty—six Members,
twenty—seven were non—Communist, acounting for nearly half. Agam let's look at the composition of the Government Administration Council
(at that time it was not called the State Council), the Premier was Zhou Enlai. The four Vice Premiers were Dong Biwu, Guo Moruo, Huang
Yanpei and Chen Yun, of whom Guo and Huang were non—Communist. There were thirty Ministries and Commissions under the administration
of the Government Council. Eight Ministers and one Commissioner were non—Communist. Non—Communist democratic personages assuming posts
of Ministers or even senior posts accounted for more than one third of the total in the Central Government. In addition, there were many
non—Communist Vice Ministers. Here a special mention must be made about the big lawyer Shen Junru, He assumed the post of President
of the Supreme People’s Court, He was one of, or rather the eldest brother of, the 'seven gentlemen!. who had earlier appealed for national
umty against Japanese aggression and thus had been put into prison by the Guomindang.

~ Now let me deal with that CPPCC session.

~ The CPC organized and participated in the CPPCC as one of the democratic parties. On the first day of the session, Mao Zedong delivered

an opening address, i.e., the profound and powerful article "The Chinese People Have Stood Up!" After he declared the inauguration of the
conference, he said: "Our conference is composed of more than six hundred delegates, representing all the democratic parties and people's
organizations of China, the People's Liberation Army, the various regions and nationalities of the country and the overseas Chinese. This
hows that ours is a conference embodying the great unity of the people of the whole country.!
|| deem it very important that he pointed out "the great unity of the people of the whole country! at the very beginning. Nobody will
disagree that this constituted the basis for '"the Chinese people have stood up!.
1 Then, CPC delegate Liu Shaoqi was the first to take the floor and his address was entitled "Strengthen the Great Revolutionary Unity
of the People of the Whole Country". He said: '"The CPC participates in the People's Political Consultative Conference in the capacity of
a political party. It will work in cooperation with all democratic parties, people's organizations, various nationalities, overseas Chinese and
other patriotic democratic personages to determine all important issues of China on the basis of the Common Programme of New Democracy.
I

One of this conference’s principal tasks was to work out the "Common Programme!, which would play the role of Charter before the Charter
was formulated. In the form of a fundamental law of that period, it embodied the spirit of great unity of the people of the whole country.
On the second day of the conference, Zhou Enlai on behalf of the drafting group delivered a "Report on the Drafting Process and
Characteristics of the Common Programme of the CPPCC!, He dealt on eight issues, The second issue was about the general programme of
new democracy. He said, the general programme did not contain socialism and communism. In discussions, "everybody believes that this future
is denifite without any questions. However, it should be proved to the people of the whole country through explanations, propaganda, and
particularly through practice. Only when they get to know through their own practice that this is the only best future, will the people
of the whole country truly recognize it and whole—heartedly strive for it. Therefore, its ommission from the Common Programme for the
time being does not mean its negation but means even more importance attached to it.!"

""'Here | would like to provide another scene. All the reports and speeches of the conference had been distributed in advance in printed
documents. Only Zhou Enlai's report was not distributed. Our seats of the press was close to the rostrum. | noticed that he walked to
the rostrum with a few pages of his draft speech. | felt that my job that day would by no means be soft, | had to take very detailed
notes, After he finished his speech, as usual | approached him to ask for his draft. He said: "Indeed | have no time to write any more than
this outline, Now | give it to you. Please work out a complete one according to your notes and let me read it first." | took over his
outline. They were only two pages of white paper of 16 mo. The paper, called "Bang paper! at that time, was slightly thicker than ordianry
white paper. There were eight points in the outline, all written with a pen. | worked out a piece of news and handed to him in the same
evening of 22nd. It was returned to me on the 25th. He was too busy. | dare say he was the only busiest man throughout the conference.
Since then he had been the chief house keeper of the country. That night Xinhua News Agency released a piece of nmews, which was carried
by newspapers the next day. This report has been selected into the first volume of Selected Works of Zhou Enlai. The foot note indicates
that "it is an outline of the report!. Recently | went through the People's Daily and verified that the article contained in the Selected
Works was the same piece of news carried on the newspaper. Only a few jargons used by the press had been deleted. In other words, there
is no other manuscript left for this article by Zhou Enlai,

I The original manuscript of this article by Zhou Enlai, undoubtedly a very precious historical relic, was carefully kept by me but
confiscated by Red Guards during the "Great Cultural Revolution!. Beijing, August 21,1998

(The author was a Deputy Director—General of Xinhua News Agency, chief correspondent to cover the grand ceremony of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China in 1949)
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