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A Brief Introduction to Modern Dance Teaching and Research

Center, Beijing Dance Academy
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Since its establishment in 1982, Choreography Department of Beijing
Dance Academy has both theoretically and practically succeeded in
producing large numbers of outstanding choreographers and creating a great
quantity of excellent dance works for the past over twenty years. At the same
time, it has kept enriching and renewing its courses, which has not only
played an extremely important role in improving its teaching system, but
also turned up to be a must in building up the Modern Dance Choreography

as an independent discipline with Chinese style. In addition to all this and
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for the purpose of meeting the needs of the 21" Century, raising the level of
choreographic teaching and training more of first—class choreographers and
teachers, Prof. Zhang Shou—He, Dean of Choreography Department, has
taken charge of producing The Series of Visual Teaching Materials: A
Basic Approach to Choreographic Technique, based on his over twenty—
year experience as both choreographer and teacher.
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As a compulsory course for the dance majors at the different levels
from high school up to two—year diploma program and four—year BA/BFA
program, this teaching material series could be characterized as having
a clean and clear structure, detailed and thorough contents, as well as a
step by step methodology; what is more, this carefully designed DVD will
guarantee that every step in the complete teaching process will be clearly
illustrated and easy to understand so as to meet the instructing and learning
needs of teachers and students in dance schools and academies, dance

teachers from all walks of life, and dance lovers as well.
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Biographical Notes of Prof. Zhang
Shou—He
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Professor of Beijing Dance Academy,

Supervisor of MA student, Dean of

Choreography Department and Director of its
attached Modern Dance Teaching & Research Section, as well as the leader
and founder of Modern Dance Major of Beijing Dance Academy.
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Kept as a teacher upon his graduation from Choreography Department
of Beijing Dance Academy in 1989, Prof. Zhang has been teaching ever
since then during which he co—founded the Modern Dance Major within
the Department in 1993. In the past eighteen years, he has been extremely
active in the forefront of both teaching and choreographing, thus not only
producing large numbers of choreographers and teachers of choreography for
dance companies, dance schools and academies, and general colleges and
universities, but also creating many award—winning dances, dance dramas,
acrobatic shows and large—scaled song and dance evenings. Meanwhile,
he has been frequently invited to teach the courses like Choreography with
Music, Modern Dance Choreography, Method of Teaching Choreography,
Modern Dance Technique, Basic Concepts and Techniques of Chinese—
Styled Choreography at The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts,
China National Arts Academy, Shenyang Music Conservatory, Xi’ an
Music Conservatory, Wuhan Music Conservatory, etc., taken charge of

writing The Textbook of Chinese-Styled Choreography, independently

written the Textbook of Choreographic Technique, etc., and all this has laid

a solid foundation for eventually producing
The Series of Visual Teaching Materials:
A Basic Approach to Choreographic

Technique at this time.
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Before long, our ears were filled with such sayings that the academic
“techniques have been over—flowed,”  “the choreographic techniques
have led to the loss of creativity,” etc. But as a matter of fact, “teaching”
and “creation” are two co-related but extremely different levels in our
dance profession, and what were said above have obviously come from the
confusion of “teaching of choreography” and “choreography for stage.”
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Next, what you are going to see is a documentation of the final
examination of Grade 2006 Modern Dance Choreography Major,

Choreography Department of Beijing Dance Academy, with me to lead



this “teaching of choreography” process. And what I could have done
is no more than passing the rich theories and experiences in choreography
of both our forerunners and my generation to those youngsters who are
determined to do choreography as their career and wi‘th such enthusiasm
within a limited period of time, helping them avoid detours and suffer less
miseries, so that they could devote more of their energy to face reality, gain
new knowledge, present new talents and choreograph new works.
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Obviously, what I’'m presenting you here is not a string of mature
choreographic works, in stead, they are the result from our one semester’ s
teaching and learning in 2007. However, I strongly believe that in this
demonstration systematically arranged according to my choreographic
syllabus, you could see a serious and careful process of both teaching
and learning, as well as the honest and sincere minds of both teacher and

students after we experienced all this hardships

£ SSil
Zhang Shou-He
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