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of the China Writers’ Association, tor his cross-
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time writing.
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Preface

[ like to listen to music when reading a book.
Among the miscellaneous books of my interest,
Viadimir Horowitz: The Last Romantic is read
the most.

One of my frequently watched documentaries
is Great Pianists of the Golden Age, which
introduces all the maestros in the period.
Especially in 1903, three piano geniuses Claudio
Arrau, Rudolt Serkin and Vladimir Horowitz
were born.

[t should be a year of piano, although there
were also many other exciting stuffs in human
memory: Pablo Picasso was experiencing the Blue
Period in Paris, Isadora Duncan was exploring
new dances, Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel
were committed to creating new piano timbre...

The death of Horowitz in 1989 and Arrau
and Serkin in 1991 marked an end to piano

romanticism. But their lega(‘.ies remain. Gary



The Lang Way to Success — Stories of Pianist Lang Lang and
His Tiger Father

Graffman, a student of Horowitz, 1s devoted
in teaching in the Curtis Institute of Music,
Philadelphia. In 1997 he admitted Lang Lang
from China as his student.

He successfully shifted Lang Lang’s attention
away from the championship of Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition in Fort Worth,
Texas and other international contests. “Do
you want to play the piano for a while or
for a lifetime?” asked the mentor. Under his
guidance, the young Chinese practiced the piano
wholeheartedly.

Mr. Graftman, as the most tavored disciple
of Horowitz, inherited the most from the late
maestro. He passed all those skills on to Lang Lang,
endowing the inheritance of Horowitz to the
Chinese pianist and receiving the most gratitude
In return.

Lang Lang was born in 1982 when China
started to witness a round of piano frenzy. The
last two decades of the 20th century was the
most spectacular period in China’s 100-year piano
development history.

His first best-selling CD in China is his

recital in the Carnegie Hall. The cover of the CD
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presents a photo of the highly inspired pianist and
a sentence of “a pride of Chinese people”.
This book introduces his piano study

experiences and presents a model to all the readers.



[. Leave HoOmetown

Funeral

The spring of 1991 seemed the chilliest for
Guoren Lang, who was anxiously waiting for his
son’s piano study journey. He counted the days,
without feeling the rise of temperature despite
March approached.

He had long planned to let his 9-year-old son
Lang Lang take the entrance exam of the primary
school attiliated to the Central Conservatory of
Music, the best piano teaching institution in China.
But the plan put him into a dilemma. The son was
attached to him from the very beginning of piano
study and the boy’s every progress was closely
related to him. If choosing to accompany the boy in
Beijing, the 39-year-old father would have to give
up his career and future. It was a really hard choice.

Lang Lang is indeed a piano genius. In
just a tew years, he made incredible progress

and surpassed all the peers in his hometown of
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Leave Hometown

Shenyang, northeast China’s Liaoning Province. He
outpaced children learning the piano half a year
or a year earlier, and was poised to surpass all the
performers ahead of him. With the spirit of never
giving up, he easily won the championship of the
first children’s piano competition in Shenyang city.

Guoren, a then special police officer, was
well-contented. Colleagues whose child studied
piano admired him, while his boss Shiteng Ma
also provided great support. The boss gave him
great work autonomy so that he could arrange
Lang Lang’s piano courses. The father was often
dispatched to maintain orders for local concerts,
where he could take his son together tor study.

A good teacher is the key to success. Prof.
Yaten Zhu, Lang Lang’s first piano tutor, helped
find a substitute in Beljing with her connections.
The Beljing class was scheduled to begin in a week,
but the father’s job transter application was not yet
approved. All the annoying things emerged in just a
tew days, adding psychological pressure on him.

He finally decided to quit his job, citing of his
son’s piano study as the reason. But the resignation
letter must be written tactfully. The repeated
welghing and examinations took lots of time and

energy.
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