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Foreword

Keith Folse

Learners realize the importance of vocabulary very early in the language learning
process. While incorrect pronunciation, spelling, or grammar may cause confusion,
the bottom line is that without vocabulary, there is no communication. Our learners
need vocabulary to become good speakers of English. When my students ask me what
they can do in order to improve their English as quickly as possible, I always give the
same answer, “Vocabulary, vocabulary, and more vocabulary. You need to learn a lot of
vocabulary as quickly as possible, and then you need to practice using the language in
speaking, writing, or reading as much as possible.”

The Oxford American Dictionary is the second of three new dictionaries, written
specifically for learners of American English. It contains a wealth of vocabulary
information, both in terms of the number of entries as well as the depth of information
about each word. With its easy-to-read definitions, corpus-based example sentences, and
important information on synonyms, antonyms, and word usage, this dictionary will help
our English language learners acquire vocabulary efficiently. Such innovative features
make it an outstanding resource for all English language learners, and I have no hesitation
recommending this book to them as a great way to improve their vocabulary.

A closer look at any page of this dictionary will show that certain words are highlighted
with a key symbol. These words are on the “Oxford 3000", a list of the most important
and useful words to learn in English. As teachers, we can be confident that this fully
research-based word list will show our students which words they need to know to
provide them with a framework to build on. What is more, all the dictionary definitions
are written using these Oxford 3000 words, so as our students look up words, they are
not only learning the meanings of those words but also practicing the Oxford 3000. This
is a win-win situation for our learners.

The best way to learn new vocabulary is to use it, and the dictionary contains hundreds
of helpful notes, full of important information about words to facilitate practice. One of
the most recent and most powerful advances in second language vocabulary acquisition
is the use of corpus collections to identify the most common collocations of target words.
The dictionary features Topic Collocations boxes, which list common word combinations.
My favorite example of this is the note at “e-mail,” which lists over 20 common
collocations such as “access your e-mail,” “download an attachment,” and other similar
everyday expressions. This dictionary represents real English, something our students
crave. The Oxford 3000, the example sentences, and usage notes are all based on corpus
evidence, reflecting American English as we actually speak and write it.

In sum, the Oxford American Dictionary is a vocabulary resource that | am eager to
recommend to my students for both class and independent vocabulary learning. Learners
have to acquire a huge number of new vocabulary items, and this dictionary makes the
task more achievable by providing the type of up-to-date and easy-to-read vocabulary
information needed for successful vocabulary development. Helping our students build

a solid and extensive vocabulary is perhaps the single most important service that we can
do for them in their journey to learn English.

Dr.KelthFobeistfesorofTESOLatmeUMYersnyofCennalFloﬁda(Oﬂandol 5
He has taught English in five countries and is a frequent conference presenter all
over the world. Hezstheamhomfssmxtboogoncempesiﬁon,gnmmmwng,
vocabulary, and speaking. He has also written the new Oxford American Dictionar
Vocabulary Builder, a book of practice amvimmmmpanyﬂusdidonary
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Guide to the Dictionary
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Finding Words and Phrases
ERERANEE

m /gift/ noun 4 [C] something that you give

to a person; a present #ifh: #L¥): wedding
gifts 45144 « Their teacher was presented with
a gift of flowers and candy. {184 TR BE7E
IG5,  They often give away a free gift with
the magazine. XA ELHEM 5. i [sing] a
gift (for sth/doing sth) a natural ability %4};
KB&: She has a gift for languages. W& iES *
§t. B talent

. ﬁ%iﬁﬁi&,

7 3 1 (not before a noun A HT % 1A
close (to sb/sth); close (together) near fEif:
$#i: s our hotel close to the beach? A 1fYjik
THEEIEE Y2 e I0s close to midnight. thE|¥H
T. « The edges are fairly close together. %}

P 5% 2 (used about a friend, etc.)

known very well and liked (AR%) FEM, ¥
iEfY:  They invited only close friends to the wed-
ding. i1 H#iE TRIEMA A SIS, 3 near
in a family relationship iE3#): a close relative

only won by a small amount LLi##(E##
#): a close contest/game/race/election #3371
MITEFE / HLTE / FEH / Tk

@/kious/ adv. near §giff; #if: The child

stood close to his mother. /NZEHEEFEEE.
to follow close behind someone 25 A « I held
her close (= tightly). 7¢'Z %1 i,

close by (sb/sth) at a short distance from
someone or something -7 iE; fEAEAL:
She lives close by. itk - 7E T,

in-tel-li-gent & B /m'tslodzont/ adj. having

or showing intelligence WEHfY; ERFHI: All
their kids are very intelligent. fibfi 16 % T#RIE |
i, e an intelligent question HLE#)i]E B in- |
teligently EX adv.




Dots in a word show

where it divides into
syllables.

W P D RERS
i E TR,

Idioms are shown in
a separate section.
IJEERBT,

Phrasal verbs are
shown in a separate
section.

EiEE AR,

al‘l'9|e1 & ['=ngl/ noun [C] 1
space between two lines or surfaces that meet,
measured in degrees f: a right angle (= an
angle of 90°) E £ » at an angle of 40" L\ 40 Ef
+ The three angles of a triangle add up to 180"
=M =fa 2 % TF 180 . 2 the direction
from which you look at something f3F:
Viewed from this angle, the building looks bigger
than it really is. NixMaER, XEEAYEE
HSEFRA R,

“| [ at an angle not straight £—EfE: i

#1: This hat is meant to be worn at an angle.
XTIEFRERMEEMN,

an-glez ['eengl/ verb [T] to put something in a
position that is not straight; to be in this posi-
tion i #®: Angle the lamp toward the
desk. AT FX & BR.

angle for sth to try to make someone

give you something, without asking for it

directly (%) #HH:; (FETHAH) R

She was angling for a free ticket to the game.

WhIE %5 FF — K HEFEAY S 3R 1OR.

(MATH %) the | |

Understanding and Using Words
BERENERRC

The definition

(= the meaning of
the word) is given in
simple English.

LR ONL )

Collocations

(= words that
go together) are
highlighted.

FER AR LU bR .

The part of speech
(= noun, verb,
adjective, etc) is
given.

FfiiAME (40 noun,
verb, adjective %),

Comparative and
superlative forms
with irregular
spellings are given.
AL BE 5 Y
HBRENBER.

(see page Sdm _
SHACEE—2H
AR, KRR

eat & [it/ verb (pt. ate [ert/, pp. eaten [itn/)
1 [, T| to put food into your mouth, then chew |
and swallow it "z: Did you eat all the cookies?'|
YRiph AT Df 420z T2 o Eat up your lunch, Joe

| (= Finish it all). 7F, 4 RrzZ5E. * She doesn’t
| eat right (= eat healthy food). No wonder she’s so
thin. #rZfF AR, HEEAF 4%, 2 [l to have a |
meal Wif; f%&: What time should we eat? |
| HA1HH4rtEez®> « Do you want to go out for

| “a bite to eat? {fr 8.4 £z S ERY?

mouse & /maus/ noun [C] (pl. mice [mais]) |

1 a small animal with fur and a long tail # f;

ti-ny & [tami/ adj. (tini-er, tiniest) very small
f/Ng: BR/NEY:  the baby’s tiny fingers % )L47
NSRS

verb
forms are given.

AR AR K.

Example sentences
show you how to use
a word.
BlarEmfnsm
i,

Irregular plural

forms are given.

HRANE R,




The pronunciation
of all words is given.

AT AR E.

show stress on
compounds.
EENSERLEW
Mﬂo f

chick-en’ & [itfiken/ noun 1 [C] a bird that
people keep for its eggs and its meat i% O See
picture on page P1 2 [U] the meat of this bird
X roast chicken ¥£3% ¢ a chicken sandwich
B =G

J

‘parking ,meter noun [C] a machine beside
the road that you put money into when you
park your car next to it £ i} 2§

awe-some ['ssam/ adj. 1 (form:
and sometimes frightening 4 A#{{##; 4 At |
A9 an awesome task 4 M%ﬁﬁ‘l&% 2 (fnfor
mal) very good; excellent TARE; JEHEE:
We went to an awesome party at Dave’s house.
RMNEZBERSMT —RKBEMRS. » Wow!
That’s totally awesome! i1 AR EHEM T 1

mpresswe

Building Your Vocabulary ¥~ 7 i#5C

op-ti-mis-tic /aptomistik/ adj. hoping or
believing that what happens in the future will
be good or successful FAAY; HFRMWARE: [
applied for the job, but I'm not very optimistic
about my chances of getting it. m pr.g/; mn

Gk Rer RS
AR LA,

IMlustrations can
give you extra help
to expand your
vocabulary.

A A A AR
HEZHE.

|fE. EXREFAMOES AR KRR, hopeful

I3 pessimistic » op ti-mis ti-cally / kli/ adv.

el-e-phant /slafant/ noun [C] a very large gray
animal with big ears, two long curved teeth

| (tusks) and a long nose (called a trunk) %: k%
2 See picture on page P1

vine-yard /'vinyard/ noun [C] a piece of land

that are not in the -

"4 3000 B "
LU SR A% 3T
FRERE,

where GRAPES (= green or purple fruit) are
grown for making wine (FHE % CARIER)) #
Hl

beard & /bird/ noun [C] the hair that grows on
a man’s cheeks and chin #4i; %iE#: He has
a beard. {it#F 5 F. + He’s growing a beard. {ii1F
f£%%1. + He shaved his beard off. {s&I#E T #
F. © Look at goatee, mustache

W A (&R
ARRAAH, FHid
ARIEREY) .

Related words help

you to expand your
vocabulary.

REEERS R
£ L ke Vs

ces
'vocabulary.

e
Kiaik,




mu:sic & myuzik/ noun [U] 1 an arrangement | Tebiidakeid

of sounds in patterns to be sung or played on
instruments #5:: SRili: What sort of music do
you like? (R & KB FHARIE E K> o classical/folk/
pop/rock music #8& / R / AT / WMEET
Who composed this piece of music? iX & 7kl &
HEBIFEA?  a music lesson %1% 2 the written
signs that represent the sounds of music 5:i¥:
Can you read music? i &35 %> « I forgot
my music — can I share yours? R0 % T .
A AR — B A2

TOPIC COLLOCATIONS =£E&

WHICH WORD? tf WORD BUILDING




Content Area Vocabulary
] S >
EZarihE
Words in this dictionary are given a subject label if they are often used in a particular

academic subject, for example the word circumference is used in Mathematics. 7~

R I A T REERSE, SLUFERFRERRE, W circumference —ia il T8 S,

cir-cum-fer-ence /sor'’kamfrons/ noun [C, U] |
(MATH #(%%) the distance around a circle or |
something shaped like a circle [Efd: fE: L
The circumference of the moon is about 6,800 |
miles. F BRAY K 2042 6,800 38, » The moon |
is about 6,800 miles in circumference. AEHIE |
KA 6,800 #H, D See picture at shapel -

i

= TR T A

Sometimes, different meanings of a word are used in different content areas, for
example the noun appendix has one meaning that is used in Biology and another
meaning that is used in English Language Arts. F445 5T, [@— 3 ia 6 AR SUHFA
[FIH4, Bl appendix 4 M b — AR ATEY, 5B U F3EE S F.

ap-pen-dix X1 /o'pendiks/ noun [C] 1 (pl.
ap-pen-dix-es) (BIOLOGY 4#7) a small organ |
inside your body, near your stomach [ £ © See |
picture at organ 2 (pl. ap-pen-di-ces /-dasiz/) |
(ENG. LANG. ARTS #:i% 15 5 (¥ a section at the |
end of a book, etc. that gives extra information |

(F5%58Y) B>k

This is the list of the subject labels used in this dictionary. LA F 472 ja 8 e (i i i 2254
FRifl

Art EKR General Science F}% Physics 173
Biology % Geography i Politics Hifi
Business il Health [Ef7{#{# Religion =
Chemistry fb2 History /i Sports A&
Computers if F4L Math %%

English Language Arts %1555 X%  Music &'k

List of lllustrations HE — %

At or near these words in the dictionary, you will find pictures to help you to
understand words and expand your vocabulary. A< S D T 1] S b s 5 B e A 3 B
i BLE L RPN

Many of these pictures have different parts labeled, for example the picture at volcano
includes the items lava, magma, vent, and geyser. X4 [ R 2 3%t A [F] A58 4 AT
FriE, 40 volcano #&M9ifE 4 lava, magma. vent 1 geyser % ffriE.




At many other entries, you will find larger pictures including several related items, for
example the picture near the entry for tree shows many different trees, other plants,
and parts of a tree/plant. fEEAMIRE A& P AIRBIBARER, Hp @S MIREHE,
BIINFE tree FRMHEHIIEE RS TARBRA, HMEELERA / EEN AR,

amoeba
anchor
angle
antelope
arch
armadillo
atom

bag
bandage
barbed wire
bar code
baseball
basket
basketball
battery
bear

bed
bicycle
binoculars
bison
blimp
blind
boat
body
bolt
bowling
bread
brush
bucket
bulldozer
camel
candle
canoe
car

card

cart

cat

chair
chess
chili

cliff

clothes
clothespin
comb
compass
computer
container
cord
cougar
cow
coyote
crossword
cymbal
dagger
dice
dimension
dive

dog
dolphin
domino
drum
earth
easel
edge

€99
extreme sports
fan

fire hydrant
flashlight
flower
football
fox
garbage can
giraffe
glasses
glove
goose
gorilla
graph
hair

hang glider
hat

helicopter
hinge
hippopotamus
hockey
home
horse
hot-air balloon
house
ice skate
in-line skate
instrument
iron
jellyfish
jewelry
jigsaw puzzle
juggle
kangaroo
key
kitchen
knitting
knot
koala
ladder
lamp
leopard
line
lizard
magnet
magnifying
glass
mailbox
mask
medal
microscope
money
moose
motorcycle
music
nut
octopus
opossum

organ
overlap
padlock
pan
panda
panther
pattern
Peg: 4
penguin
Pig
pigeon
pin
pitcher
plug
porcupine
raccoon
rack

razor
rhinoceros
ripple
rodent
roll

roller skate
rope
sewing
shade
shape
shark
sheep
shellfish
shoe
skateboard
skeleton
ski

skunk
skyscraper
sleigh
slingshot
snail

snap
snorkeling

snowboard
soccer

the solar system
solid

spring
squeeze
stationery
stethoscope
stroller
submarine
surfing

swan

swing set
swollen
syringe
tambourine
tarantula
tennis

tent
thermometer
tiger

tool

track and field
tractor

tree

truck
tweezers

USB flash drive
vacuum cleaner
Venn diagram
volcano
waffle

wallet

watch
wavelength
windsurf

wolf
xylophone
zebra

zipper




List of Notes Fi;£1i B — I

In this dictionary, you will find a lot of notes on various aspects of usage in English,
which should help you expand your vocabulary and improve your knowledge of many
words. Here is a list of the notes in this dictionary, listed according to the type of note.

AR J A K BA RIGE AR 7 1 B, A B K IRC A W R 2 SR At BT

RAWMPE BRI R, WFHRIEREREN SRS,

AWL Collocations /R jfA & H

These notes show how you can use words from the Academic Word List in
combination with other nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, especially in academic
writing. The word in blue shows the entry where you can find the note. T ff#:i% 8
TRAE AT ARG R P AR S HAN A1, Zhid, AR R, THTFERE

FEEA. AT RR R,

accurate / inaccurate / accuracy / accurately

assume / assumption / assuming

available / availability

conclude / conclusion / conclusive /
inconclusive

contribute / contributing / contribution

create / creation / creative / creativity

emphasis / emphasize

estimate (verb) / estimated / estimate (noun)

evaluate/ evaluation

evident/ evidence

Culture 4L &%

identify / identification / identity

illustrate / illustration

investigate / investigation

predict/ prediction

rely/ reliability / reliable / unreliable

significant / insignificant / significance /
significantly

summary/ summarize

theory/ theoretical

valid / validate / validity

vary / variable / variation / varied

These notes give you more information about an aspect of life or culture in North
America. The word in blue shows the entry where you can find the note. %1 F i3 #
AR R AEFR ., 3§ OFERERITERE.

African American
election

grade

grade point average

Grammar 1&3%15% B8

Mardi Gras
party

Thanksgiving

These notes help make clear grammar points that often cause problems. The word in
blue shows the entry where you can find the note. 31| fij i i B # it 5 915 i B X
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advice — advice as an uncountable noun
affect — affect and effect

always — the position of always in a sentence

billion — billion or billions?
can — can in different tenses
could - could and was/were able to




