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Abstract

This is a book about genre analysis and research articles (RAs) in
English. It first discusses and evaluates three dominant approaches to
genre—ESP Genre Studies, New Rhetoric Genre Studies and Austral-
ian Genre Studies. On such basis, a new definition of genre is pro-
posed and a new perspective to understand the myriad of genres is
developed. It proposes that genre consists of a social plane and a ver-
bal plane. The features of the social plane can be embedded and real-
ized in the verbal plane, and verbal plane can then act upon the social
plane. The New Rhetoric Genre Studies put more emphasis on the
factors at the social plane and traces how the verbal plane changes
with the changes at the social plane, while ESP Genre Studies and
Australian Genre Studies put their emphasis on the verbal plane, ex-
ploring the realization of social functions at the verbal plane. The
three approaches are complementary rather than in contention.

The quantity of genres that have been studied are not in a small
number, and the concept of genre has been applied in different ways
by different scholars. Swales (1990) pointed out that communicative
purpose is a privileged criterion to keep the scope of a genre and to
put under control the variation of rhetorical action, so it is taken as a
criterion to identify and define genres by many scholars. As there ex-
ists a hierarchy of communicative purposes, hence a myriad of genres

is identified at different levels. This book discusses such theoretical
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issues and proposes a new perspective in understanding the myriad
of genres in relation to the distance between experiential activity and
verbal expression.

The analyses of RAs were carried out in the tradition of ESP genre
studies. The data were complete research articles of potentially all
types of RAs in the four disciplines covered because no restriction was
imposed on the selection of only empirical or experimental RAs in the
process of data collection. This is a unique feature of the present book.
The four disciplines involved are Applied Linguistics, Mechanical En-
gineering, Electronics and Information Engineering and Energy and
Power Engineering. Analysis of Applied Linguistics RAs constitutes
the bulk of the book, with detailed description of the selection of data,
the process of analysis and the results of analysis in relation to the
journals from which the data were selected, i.e. Applied Linguistics,
TESOL Quarterly, English for Specific Purposes and English Language
Teaching Journal. The RAs in the three engineering disciplines were
reported in a concise manner in one chapter.

At the macro-level, two major types of RAs and two correspond-
ing macro-structures of RAs were identified in relation to the key
characteristics of study—the source of data. In the discipline of ap-
plied linguistics, the two types of RAs are primary and secondary RAs
with distinctive patterns of organization (Introduction, Method, Re-
sults and Discussion). The primary RAs largely follow the conven-
tional IMRD pattern with the possibility of new sections of theoretical
basis and literature review to occur between introduction and method

as well as pedagogic implication towards the end of RAs. The Sec-
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ondary RAs comprise three obligatory sections: Introduction, Argu-
mentation and Conclusion, and may optionally include Theoretical
Basis, Literature Review and Pedagogic Implication sections.

In the three engineering disciplines, two types of RAs were iden-
tified: Experimental and Theoretical. The experimental RAs tend to
follow the IMRD pattern, but the theoretical ones have a unique sec-
tion describing or formulating analytical modal or mathematical
analysis. This finding is valuable because previous genre analysis of
RAs almost all focused on experimental RAs.

For the RAs in applied linguistics, moves and steps as well as the
frequent order of their occurrence were identified and explained in
light of communicative purposes and in comparison with earlier
findings. With regard to the introduction section, Swales CARS model
can capture the stable communicative purposes of both primary and
secondary RA introductions although cyclicity, new steps and varied
sequences can occur. The structure of the method section appears to
be sensitive to the method of data collection. The results section
largely combines reporting and commenting on results, which sup-
ports the findings in the literature. The discussion is analyzed in a
different framework from that used in the previous genre studies of
this section. The new scheme of analysis can better capture the func-
tions of this section. In addition, the conclusion is not an equivalent
alternative section to the discussion as regarded by prior studies. They
can overlap in terms of communicative purposes, but difference exists
in terms of communicative focus. The structure of the argumentation

section is shown to be sensitive to whether the RA is arguing for a
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theoretical position or pedagogic issue. The rationale of the occurrence
of particular elements was extensively explored.

For the RAs in the engineering disciplines, although there are
differences in the RA structures across the three disciplines, the macro
structures of experimental RAs largely conform to the widely accept-
ed IMRD framework, with a tendency to combine the results and
method sections. The RA introductions are largely linear and concise
with fewer cycles of moves than those in the discipline of applied lin-
guistics. The conclusion sections of the RAs are also largely linear and
concise. In theoretical RAs, the theoretical analysis section, including
mathematical analysis or modeling can occur after the introduction.
Towards the closing stage, there is the possibility for a new section, i.e.
implementation/application.

Finally, the book discusses pedagogic implications and applica-
tions for a genre-based approach to the teaching of academic reading
and writing for EFL learners at the graduate level. It recommends and
demonstrates a task approach integrating awareness-raising, focused
analysis and pattern seeking activities on the basis of extracts of au-

thentic RAs.
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