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Abstract

With the progress of social development, the most important function of
museum around the world has gradually transformed from places of traditional
heritage preservation to the provider of educational resources. Education has
become museum’s main purpose. Primary and secondary schools are important
service objects and cooperaters for museum. The museum education and
school education can complement and help each other. The cooperation
between the different systems not only could contribute to the implementation
of the school curriculum and students’ learning, but also could improve and
enhance the museum’s educational function.

China as a country which has long history and rich culture possess wealthy
museum resources, but using museum resouces to support curriculum
implemtion is not a traditional custom in the basic school education system. In
order to achieve the goals of new education reform, and provide rich
curriculum resources for diverse targets, this research explored and discussed
how to make use of museum curriculum resources as a new type of curriculum
resources.

Survey shows that teachers generally agree that the museum can povide
valuble curriculum resources, but only small part of teachers has attempted to
explore and use of museum as curriculum resources to support curriculum
implementation and help students learning. The teachers that have used
museum resources mostl)‘r still organized studens to visit the museum in the
traditional exhibition way. On the other hand, it is lack of communication and
superficial cooperation between schools and museums. The main influencing
factors for teachers exploring and using museum resources are the following:
funding support; consideration of students’ safety; the support of school

leaders as well as teachers’ ability of how to explore and use museum
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curriculum resources. ’

On the basis of preliminary investigation, teachers from primary schools,
museum educators and university researchers forming a community of learners,
carried out a cooperative action reseach. Through the process of that action
reseach, we have solved the problem systemly and publicly of how to use
museum curriculum resources, besides we have offered reflections and
recommendations as follows: school education should re-recognize the value of
museum curriculum resources; the exploration and wusing of museum
curriculum resources is on a low level in China. It is necessary to upgrade and
promote teachers’ motivation and capacity on it; collaborative action research
is the best way to explore and make use of museum curriculum resources;
there are various ways to use museums curriculum resources and we should
consider all kinds of influnecing factors on the process of exploration and

utilization so that we can find corresponding strategy.

Key words: museum; curriculum resources; exploration and utilization
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