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ENGLISH POETRY

PART ONE
EARLY AND MEDIEVAL PERIOD
(to 1485)

The medieval period in English literature extends for more
than 800 years, from Caedmon’s Hymn at the end of the 7th
century to Everyman at the end of the 15th . The English Mid-
dle Ages embraced two different periods of literary history,the
Old English (or Anglo-Saxon) and the Middle English,
sharply divided from each other by the Norman’s conquest of
the island in 1066. Both English culture and the English lan-
guage changed radically in the years following this event,and
English literature was given a new spirit. The medieval period
covers the following periods: Anglo-Saxon, Anglo-Norman,

the 14th century and the 15th century.
Chapter 1. Anglo-Saxon Poetry

The ancestors of today’s Englishmen are Anglo-Saxons.

cla



