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Today, MIT remains unrivaled when it comes to the basic and applied research

needed to address the complex challenges of this century.
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‘ Pre-reading Activities

1. Work in groups and discuss the following questions.
(1) Name some of the most famous colleges and universities in the world. What are they
famous for?
(2) What’s your impression of your college?
(3) What’s your ideal college life?
(4) How will you spend your college years? Draw up a plan.
Please give an oral report on the topics above.

2. Look at the following things in one’s college life and choose the items which you are
supposed to do in your college years.

] study [0 falling in love

[J  part-time jobs [0  social communication

J part-study programs [0  physical training

[l student associations [0  computer games

] reading widely [0 playing truant

Now compare your answers with your partner’s. Can you think of other things in your
college life?

A Satisfying College Experience
o Through the years, my answer to the age-old question, “What do you want to be when
you grow up?” has evolved tremendously. At the age of four, like most hopeful preschoolers,
I felt confident that I could be the president of the United States. When I started elementary
school, I developed marginally more attainable goals—perhaps I could be an astronaut or a
scientist. However, with my middle school years came a wake-up call: I had no aptitude for
science. So, by the time high school rolled around, I decided that my niche was in English
and I would make a career for myself in an area that would allow me to do what I loved

most—read and write.

€  As arising senior with a major in English and a minor in journalism, I am proud to

s
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say I have yet to abandon that dream, even though what I want to be when I grow up will
undoubtedly take a backseat to what job I can find after graduation.

o With every raised eyebrow I receive and every “why?” I hear when I tell people what I’'m
studying in college, this realization has grown, but so has my self-assuredness. After three
years at the university, I’m confident that all of the clichés about college are true. These will
likely be the most educational years of our lives. Not just academically, but in that they mold
us into the people we become. The choices we make in college profoundly affect the interests
we develop and the values we deem important. I may not land a dream job in publishing right
after graduation, but I don’t and never have regretted my choice of major.

o At a friend’s graduation party this summer, I watched several of my friends talk about
glum job prospects and post-graduation depression. These are some of the most intelligent,
talented and hardworking friends I have. All of them have impressive résumés chock-full of
internships for every season of the year, board positions in countless clubs and high GPAs.
Many of them were English majors. But still, I have hope.

©  Incollege I've had real-life experiencé in the things I value. I’ve gotten to live the life
of a journalist, complete with interviews, deadlines and the satisfaction of seeing my writing
in print. In literature classes, I’ve read writers whose works have stood the test of time,
whose values I share or disagree with, all the time becoming a more intelligent, cultured and
open-minded person. It may take a while for me to find a career that is just as satisfying as
these college experiences, but I’m confident I will. I am eternally grateful for the liberal arts
education I’ve received at the university and I know it will continue to enrich my life.

O While I haven’t always been this confident in my choice of major and minor, I’'m glad
that as a senior, I hold these convictions. If there’s one thing I wish I knew before freshman
year, it’s that if something feels like the right decision, it probably is. I urge the incoming
freshmen to follow their intuitions and take advantage of the wealth of opportunities that
college offers and treasure them. I intend to enjoy every moment of my senior year, because

it doesn’t get any better than this.
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1 GPAs (AmE) the abbrev1at10n for GRADE PO[NT AVERAGE a number Wthh is the

average mark received for all the courses a student takes and shows how well the student is

doing.

Reading and Appreciating
@ 1. Read the following paragraph aloud to appreciate it.
While I haven’t always been this confident in my choice of major and minor, I’m
glad that as a senior, I hold these convictions. If there’s one thing I wish I knew before
freshman year, it’s that if something feels like the right decision, it probably is. I urge

the incoming freshmen to follow their intuitions and take advantage of the wealth of

opportunities that college offers and treasure them. I intend to enjoy every moment of

my senior year, because it doesn’t get any better than this.

Reading and Understanding 1 i by
@ 11. Give brief answers to the following questions, using your own words as much as

possible.

1. According to the writer, his dreams changed greatly. What was the writer’s original

dream? How did it change?

2. What does the writer love most?

3. What is the writer’s major and minor?

4. After three years at the university, what makes the most educational years of our lives?

5. What did the writer urge the incoming freshmen to do?

Vocabulary Focus

@ 11. Match the words in the box with their definitions.

‘ mold

elementary aptitude cademica ”
conviction liberal ~ prospect pmfoundly

1. to shape a soft substance by pressing or rolling it or by putting it into a mould

2. willing to understand and respect other people’s behavior, opinions, etc., especially
when they are different from your own; believing people should be able to choose
how they behave:



3. in or connected with the first stages of a course of study

4. natural ability or skill, especially in learning

5. (for sth.) the act of finding sb. guilty of a crime in a court of law; the fact of having
been found guilty

6. in a way that has a very great effect on sb./sth.

7. the possibility that sth. will happen

8. relating to education, especially at college or university level

@ IV.Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

You may not use any of the words in the box more than once.

intuition eyebrow urge minor prospect
glum evolve major attainable  profoundly

1. As arising senior with a major in English and a in journalism, I am proud to
say I have yet to abandon that dream.

2.1 the incoming freshmen to follow their intuitions and take advantage of
the wealth of opportunities that college offers and treasure them.

3. At a friend’s graduation party this summer, I watched several of my friends talk
about glum job and post-graduation depression.

4. The choices we make in college affect the interests we develop and the

values we deem important.

5. With every raised I receive and every “why?”. ..
6. It is unrealistic to believe perfection is a(n) goal.
7. When animals or plants they gradually change and develop into different forms.

8. Your are unexplained feelings you have that something is true even when you

have no evidence or proof of it.

@ V. The following passage is the summary of the text. Read it through quickly and fill

in the blanks with the correct form of the words in the box. You may not use any

of the words more than once.

elementary niche evolve liberal arts
eternally attainable aptitude marginally

Through the years, my answer to the age-old question, “What do you want to be
when you grow up?” has (1) tremendously. When I started (2)
school, I developed (3) more (4) goals—perhaps I could be
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an astronaut or a scientist. However, with my middle school years came a wake-up

call: I had no (5) for science. So, by the time high school rolled around, I

decided that my (6) was in English and I would make a career for myself

in an area that would allow me to do what I loved most—read and write. It may take a

while for me to find a career that is just as satisfying as these college experiences, but

I’m confident I will. I am (7) grateful for the (8) education I’ve

received at the university and I know it will continue to enrich my life.

r

- Word Formation T

i 2% J v
@ V1. Look at the following sentences. Note the italicized words.
(1) At the age of four, like most hopeful preschoolers, 1 felt confident that I could be

the president of the United States.

(2) At a friend’s graduation party this summer, I watched several of my friends talk

about glum job prospects and post-graduation depression.

The prefix pre- is used to form words that indicate that something takes

place before a particular date, period, or an event. Some more examples:

pre- + history — prehistory
pre- + pay — prepay
pre- + caution — precaution
pre- + dict — predict

The prefix post- is used to form words that indicate that something takes
place after a particular date, period, or an event.

post- + war — post-war

post- + hoc — post-hoc

post- + secondary — post-secondary
post- + mortem — post-mortem

Study the words given below and complete the following sentences with
them.



prehistory prepay Mct :
post-war precautlén T post-iﬁdustnal

1. is used to describe many Western societies whose economies are no longer
based on heavy industry.

2. Human is divided into three successive periods: the Stone Age, the Bronze
Age and the Iron Age.

3. “The war will continue another two or three years,” he

4. Normally, the seller should the bills three days in advance.

5. The shark will rip you off if you don’t take every

6. is used to describe things that happened, existed, or were made in the

period immediately after a war, especially the Second World War.

Grammatical Structure S
@ VI1. Look at the following sentence. Note the use of the structure “so has...

With every raised eyebrow I receive and every “why” I hear when I tell
people what I’m studying in college, this realization has grown, but so has my self-
assuredness.

“So + auxiliary verb (is/are/have/do...) + subject” means “also, as well, it is the
same with...” The sentence above can be rewritten like this:

With every raised eyebrow Ireceive and every “why” I hear when I tell people
what I’m studying in college, this realization has grown, and my self-assuredness also
has grown.

Rewrite the following sentences with “so + auxiliary verb + subject”.

1. I have finished my task ahead of schedule, and he also has finished his.

2. Peter read The Guardian and I read it too.

3. Everyone who meets her adores her and I adore her too.

4. 1 have great health insurance and every member of Congress has great health
insurance.

5. We have been waiting here for over an hour, and all these other people have been

waiting her for over an hour as well.



Translation

& VII.. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

oIX.

1. By the time high school rolled around, I decided that my niche was in English and

I would make a career for myself in an area that would allow me to do what I loved

most—read and write.

. After three years at the university, I’m confident that all of the clichés about college

are true. These will likely be the most educational years of our lives. Not just
academically, but in that they mold us into the people we become. The choices we
make in college profoundly affect the interests we develop and the values we deem

important.

. In literature classes, I’ve read writers whose works have stood the test of time, whose

values I share or disagree with, all the time becoming a more intelligent, cultured

and open-minded person.

. I urge the incoming freshmen to follow their intuitions and take advantage of the

wealth of opportunities that college offers and treasure them.
Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese in the brackets into
English.

. The students can (FE BB ) offered by different

departments of the college.

. These will likely be the most educational years of our lives. Not just academically,

but in that they CHEMBE R 2N ).
(‘HiR, E%) or self-evident truths derives from man’s

perceptions of the world about him.

4. Humanity is (BARB BB o ER 203 i )

Thinking and Speaking

@ X.Discuss the following questions and give an oral reort.

1. What do you want to be when you graduate from the college?
2. Adjusting to college life can be very difficult for students because everything is

different and new, can you think of some tips that how to be better prepared for

college life?

3. How will you interpret the meaning of college life in your own way?



