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Every night the delicate sound of the gin can be heard
coming from the pond behind Ten-Thousand-Year
Temple on Mount Emei in Sichuan Province.
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Upon hearing the music, the
squirrels stop jumping, the deer
prick up their ears and the little
birds stop calling.
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Who is playing the gin? Once upon a time a monk from
the temple used to go to the pond every night to play.
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One day when the monk
was playing, three girls
suddenly appeared in front
of him. The monk asked,
“Where do you come
from?” They replied, “We
live nearby.”
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Then the monk asked, “Do you like to play the gin?”
“Yes.” they answered.
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“Let me hear you play the gin.” the monk said, standing
up, but none of the girls wanted to be first.
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After a moment the
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youngest one came forward
and played the gin softly.
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“It doesn’t sound good; let me
try.” said the second girl, and she
played with all her strength.
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The oldest girl laughed loudly.
“Ha! Ha! What kind of music is
that? We don’t know how to play
this instrument. Let’s go home.”
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The two older girls ran off. Their
clear laughter could be heard for
a long way.
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The youngest girl said to the monk shyly, “I don’t play
well. Would you please teach me?” “Certainly.” and the
monk nodded assent.
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From that time on, the youngest L =)
girl went to the pond every night ‘ 4
and practised the gin with the
monk.
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Several years later the monk died of old age. The girl
stopped going to the pond. The deer, squirrels and
birds could no longer hear the beautiful music.
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A long time later the sound of the gin one night
suddenly reached the ears of the deer, squirrels and
birds. They quickly ran to the side of the pond.
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