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Mind mapping is a technique I invented several years ago, which has
since created a storm in educational circles. Mind Maps are using linked
ideas, illustrations, key words and colour to enhance recall, creativity and
to streamline the taking of notes. Here' s how you do it. Take a blank
piece of paper and, at the centre, make an image that represents the topic
of the Mind Map. From that central image, draw the main branches. These
show the topics that you think of them as being like the chapter headings
in a book. These branches should be thick, curved and organic. Use as
much colour as you can. Write the title of each branch along the line,
using only one word for each branch. Wherever possible, illustrate the
topic branches with images. Then you can add a second layer of branches,
showing thoughts triggered by each of the main topics. If you wish, you

can add a third and fourth layer of branches as ideas occur to you.

Now in China a local prize—winning teacher Mrs Shi has written
an interesting book, instructing Chinese students on how to write
good composition through my innovative thinking tool = Mind Maps.
The author has applied Mind Mapping to her teaching of writing in
China's schools for many years and has been recognized by the education

authorities. David Zhang has become her publisher to promote the

application of Mind Mapping in schools in China in order to make it a

widely accepted tools for local teachers.

I strongly and whole heartedly welcome this new publication and

congratulate Mrs Shi on her pioneering work which I am sure will




continue to be an inspiration to her students whom she teaches in person

and the many who will be introduced to Mind Maps through her new

book.
CT7 )
Ty
Cookham UK
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