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Maths for Beginners
Did you know?

Think about it

Do it yourself!
Academic Knowledge
Emotional Intelligence
The Arts

Systems:
Making the Connections

Capacity to Implement

This fable is inspired by
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Dq mouse passes by a tree, looks up and
sees an owl lost in thought, contemplating
all the wisdom of the past. The mouse is
well aware that he could end up on the owl’s
dinner if he dares annoy him.

“Good evening, Professor. Have you figured
out yet how the apple gets up on the tree?”
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@h, it's you!” says the owl. “Are you ready
to learn some more mathematics?”

“| was just wondering why we have to study
so many formulae and learn them off by
heart.”

“One needs to know the basics of
mathematics and geometry. How to calculate
the size of a circle, the volume of a cube, the

length of a pipe ...”
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“But why? Isnt it all on Wikipedia?”

“Wiki is a great tool,” says the owl, “but what
if there is no electricity and you cannot get on
to the net?”

“It would be great if one day someone could

come up with one formula that allows me to

calculate everything: squares, circles, even
stars, diatoms and radio waves.”
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“Well, that would be a superformula. But
before that becomes a reality, you will simply
have to study a great deal more.”

“Can you tell me how a radio wave moves?”

“As the word says, it is a wave, like the waves
of the ocean.”
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“bqnd if there is a big stone or a high hill in its
way?”

“Then it will have to flow up and over, or
around it and perhaps generate some
turbulence.”
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