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Narrator: This section measures writing to communicate in an academic environ-

ment. There are two writing tasks.

For Writing Task 1, the integrated writing task, you will read a short passage and
listen to a lecture and then answer a question.
For Writing Task 2, the independent writing task, you will answer a question based

on your own knowledge and experience.

Here are the directions for Writing Task 1.

For Writing Task 1, you will have three minutes to read a short academic passage.
You may take notes. The passage will be removed and you will listen to a lecture

about the same topic. Again, you may take notes.

6™ F(»)O ,1.1—'”'
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Begin reading now.

Scientists have long believed that bees existed up to 200 million years ago.
This notion has recently come under some speculation because of a lack of any
significant evidence to support this theory. Key missing evidence includes fossil re-
cords, the lack of flowering plants to support bee life, and recently revealed discrep-

ancies in the fossil record.

To date, the oldest known bee discovered is a 100 million-year-old specimen
preserved in amber. This ancient specimen, trapped in tree resin, is at least 35-45
million years older than any other known bee fossil. What is concerning scientists is
the lack of any fossil evidence older than 100 million years. Fossil records for other
plant, animal and insect species are quite complete, however, the bee is missing a
similarly lengthy record.

The ancient world lacked flowering plants. This is important because bees are
pollen-dependent and rely on flower pollen and nectar for energy, protein and other
nutrients. Flora in the ancient world 200 million years ago were mostly dominated
by conifers which did not flower or produce the pollen and nectar necessary for bee
survival. Lacking this food source, it is highly skeptical that bees could have existed

200 million years ago.

Several of the fossil records being studied by scientists have also brought to
light major discrepancies that exist between modern beehives and beehives of the
ancient world. Specifically, ancient beehives seem to have a different organization

and structure compared to that of modern beehives. This variance in evidence in

c »7_002’ =
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the fossil record has led experts to speculate that these fossils are not fossils of bee-
hives, but rather nests of another insect species.

Narrator: Now listen to part of a lecture on the same topic. n
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Directions

You will have 20 minutes to write a response about the relationship between the
lecture and the reading. Try to answer the question as completely as possible using
information from the reading passage and the lecture. Do not give your personal

opinion. You will be able to see the reading paésége again. You may use your notes.

An effective response will be 150 to 225 words. You will be rated on the quality of
your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content. If you finish your

response before time is up you may go on to Writing Task 2.

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining

how they cast doubt on the specific theories discussed in the reading passage.

Narrator: You have 20 minutes to write Task 1.
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Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Younger
children (aged from five to ten) should be required to study art and music in
addition to math, language, science and history? Please use specific details and

examples in your answer.
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Using the limited fossil record and apparent lack of evidence to deny the exis-
tence of bees 200 million years ago is faulty. The reasons put forth in your textbook
do not adequately explain what we currently know about the history of the bee. For
instance, 200 million years ago the earth did not have resin-producing trees to trap
insects and make fossils. Other methods for fossil creation involve a dead organ-
ism being covered by layers and layers of sediment. The conditions for this type of
fossil creation are particularly fickle and many organisms escape leaving a fossil
record. This can completely explain why we don’t have records of bees 200 million
years ago. While it is true that bees are poliéh-aépendent, it is also true that bees can
find other sources of food besides flowering plants. It has been widely observed that
bees are attracted to trees that excrete honeydew, a sugary excretion from plant sap.
This honeydew can be found in certain types of coniferous trees including pine trees
and certain types of oak. This behavior would suggest that bees don’t completely
rely on flowering plants for nutrition and energy. Finally, let’s take a look at the pur-
ported differences in beehive structure found in modern day and ancient beehives.
Chemical analyses of these fossilized beehives have revealed that the modern and
ancient beehives are products of the same species. Although beehives have under-

gone modifications over millennia, this has followed the evolution and adaptations

seen in ancient and modern bees.
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Sample Essay

The lecturer disproves the author’s argument that insignificant evidence exists
to support the theory that bees existed 200 million years ago. The lecture refutes the

reading completely.

First, the author contends that the lack of bee fossil records older than 100 mil-
lion years old is testament to the non-existence of bees in the ancient world. Fossil
records for other organisms are very complete; however, the bee does not have a
similar record. The lecturer finds fault with this argument and says that 200 million
years ago the earth lacked sufficient resin-producing trees to trap insects and make
fossils. Additionally, the conditions necessary for making fossils are very fickle and
many organisms do not leave a fossil record.

Second, the passage asserts that the ancient world lacked the flowering plants
bees needed as a food source. With no pollen and nectar, bees would not be able to
survive. However, the speaker argues that bees are not only attracted to flowering
plants, but are also attracted to certain types of trees that produce honeydew. This is

an alternative food source which ancient bees could have consumed to survive.

Finally, the author notes that studies of modern beehives and fossilized bee-
hives of the ancient world have much dissimilarity. These differences have caused
some scientists to speculate that the fossils are not bees, but in fact a different insect
species. The lecturer, on the other hand, states that chemical analyses of fossilized
beehives have revealed that the chemical composition is akin to modern beehives.
Furthermore, the lecturer states that differences in the beehives can be attributed to

evolution and adaptation over time. This completely refutes the reading passage.
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Task 2
Sample Essay

Modern educators and parents have realized the importance of building and
using a well-rounded curriculum to promote broader understanding and apprecia-
tion of the world. For young children aged five to ten, I feel that this is immensely

important, because this will equip and prepare these students for a successful life.

A key ingredient for successful elementary and secondary education includes
communication. Proper communication allows people to understand their peers and
logically articulate their thoughts and emotions. Subjects like art and music are in
fact methods of communication. Artists and musicians are capable of expressing
themselves and communicating with others outside of the traditional communica-
tion methods such as written and spoken language. I think there are many benefits
if a person is adept at multiple methods of communication. When I was young, my
parents encouraged me to study music and art. I was no good at art, but I did show
a propensity for music. I started taking trumpet and piano lessons on the weekends,
a practice that carried on until adulthood. Be}ng able to not only play music, but
also appreciate music, added another dimension to my personality and allowed me
to communicate with others in a way that was much more visceral than language. It
is not uncommon for someone to be brought to tears upon hearing beautiful music.
Communicating this type of deep emotion would be difficult, maybe impossible,

merely using spoken communication.

Providing a broad elementary curriculum will also benefit parents and teachers
in identifying which students have natural talent in different subjects. Let’s imagine
that as a young boy, Mozart was not introduced to music. His father and his instruc-
tors might never have noticed that young Mozart was in fact a musical virtuoso.
Because musical skill, like many other skills, is best nurtured from a young age, the
world might have been robbed of Mozart’s many beautiful compositions and would

be poorer for it. Thankfully, this was not the case and Mozart’s father identified his
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young son’s musical genius and nurtured this innate talent. If schools and parents
promote music and art alongside traditional subjects like math, science, history
and language, it is less likely that artistic and musical prodigy will fall through the

cracks and go unnoticed.
The modern world has placed heavy importance on technology and science-re-

lated fields. However, I feel we would be doing a great disservice to future genera-

tions if we did not encourage the study of art and music from a young age.
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