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" “Preface
t()éixf"Sccond Revised Edition

Letters to My Son came about when Mandarin Daily News
invited me to write a series of articles for younger readers. At the
time, I was accompanying my husband on a one-year sabbatical in
Taiwan. Thus I had great interest in the issues and questions Taiwan’s
young adults were facing. This book records my thoughts during
that time, and also reflects my care for Taiwan’s next generation.

The completion of this book would not have been possible
without the care and attention of many people, notably my husband
Jason for his lifelong support; my elder son Giles, who inspired me
during his childhood, my younger son Tim and my professor Dr.
Jane Vella for help with translation and refining my English. I thank
Mr. Liu Chen-Chiang, the president of San Min Book Company, for
his constant trust and support; the editors for very professional
and meticulous corrections. Also, a special thank-you to Mr. Lu
Yi-Zheng for making time to offer his suggestions—1I learned much
from him and have greatly benefited from his input.

The Revised Second Edition aims at this book’s English
translation. We retained the essence of the Chinese original but only
made the sentences more like spoken and everyday English. Taking
this opportunity, we also modified some original English passages
that couldn’t fully reflect their Chinese counterparts due to the lack
of equivalence, and make the English translation more corresponding
to Chinese and more readable.

Through the nearly one-year effort, the revision of Letters to
My Son is finally completed and is about to be published. I hope this
revision could help the readers enjoy reading and learning in a more
relaxing way. I also welcome all the valuable opinions regarding this

book.
Jane Wan
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