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WUPU INTRODUCTION

Wu Pu(1923- ) was born in Huzhou City, Zhejiang Province. At 12, he
began to learn painting and calligraphy from Xi Maozhai, a successor of Wu
School which was named after Wu Changshuo(1844-1927), a master of
painting in late Qing Dynasty.

Now Mr. Wu is a member of China (Senior Citizen’s) Artists Association,
and a consultant of Wu Changshuo Arts Association. Back in the 1950s, his
works, together with those of other masters such as Pan Tianshou, Zhu Lesan,
Wu Fuzhi and Yue Shichen, have been exhibited at Zhejiang First Arts
Exhibition in the Sino-USSR Friendship Hotel of Hangzhou, where the works
were highly praised by the audience. Since 1980s, Wu’s works achieved
innovation on the basis of the traditional styles of Wu School, and they were
highly appreciated and widely collected among the overseas Chinese in
Southeast Asia, North America and Europe. His works, particularly the
landscape paintings and flowers-and-birds, are frequently exhibited in
national and provincial exhibitions, and are highly spoken of by experts and
other painters, who unanimously regard them as “elegant but simple,
quiet-colored, hazy and lifelike”. Around the new year of 1999, Wu Pu Arts
Traveling Show was held by the joint efforts of Shenzhen Hongli Calligraphy
and Painting Art Center, Taiwan Plum Flower Calligraphy and Painting Art
Center, and Cuiyuan Art Center New York. It appealed to both refined and

popular tastes and caused a great social sensation.
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PREFACE

Huzhou is a city where people of talent have come forth in large numbers since
ancient times, and | have befriended with a host of natives there, whose smartness,
industriousness, and aggressiveness have stirred my admiration. Mr. Wu Pu, a
prestigious painter from Wu Painting School, is among them.

Wu was born in 1923, at the Mogan Mountain in Deqging County, Zhejiang
Province. He is a descendant of Wu Changshuo(1844-1927), a master of painting in
late Qing Dynasty, and learns his techniques from Xi Maozhai, Wu Changshuo’ s
student who later became a famous painter of Wu Painting School.

Wu’ s works, either poems or paintings, apparently bear the characteristics of
Wu School. They are read cultured and graceful, indicating Wu’ s cultivation and
profound knowledge; in addition, they give us a sense of thoughtfulness and
insightfulness rather than worldliness. Though painted in rough sketches with
freehand brushwork, Wu’ s works come out on the paper naturally and elegantly,
reflecting his ideas and thoughts, as a complete picture has long been formed in his
mind. All these attribute to his diligence, cultivation and observation.

It is said that one’ s characters are mirrored in his paintings. Almost ninety years
old, though, Wu is still simple, good—natured and humorous, treating people with
warmth and hospitality. While he bears the inherent temperament of a scholar, his
works are the very reflection of himself. The atmosphere as well as the contents in his
paintings, created with the bright colors, smooth—going craftsmanship, upright
figures, and elegant styles, explicitly indicates Wu’ s pursuit for truth, kindness and
beauty. Furthermore, behind the works are Wu’ s mindsets: full devotion into the
creation without any extraneous thoughts. It gives the readers a sense of ease and
kindness, which is the true value of arts appreciation.

Whatever the works are about, landscape paintings or flowers—and-birds,
realistic painting or freehand, Wu’ s brush-paintings always give us a sense of
naturalness and smoothness, when we take a second glance with appreciation. Their
elements, such as painting object, design, structure, ink, seal and color, are in a plain
tone rather than a complicated or magnificent one. Wu is known for his mild, honest
and sincere characters, which are fully represented in his paintings.

A gentleman has always been compared to a jade, as both of them bear the
quality of mildness, which is usually referred to as some kind of state of mind. Wu’ s
characters and his works, far away from flattery and worldliness, reveal before our
eyes an extraordinary mildness, and this is the reason why he is one of the few
persons who are qualified to be eulogized with jade in the arts field. Moreover,
through his own artistic style, namely “elegant but simple, quiet—colored, hazy and
lifelike” , he is equally matching the painting masters.

| wish Wu a long and healthy life, as well as rejuvenation of career. Hereupon, |

made this preface.

Zhongnanhai Ziguangge Painting Academy Academician
Chinese Ethnic Academy of Painting and Calligraphy Associate Dean
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